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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

Thursday, September 2, 1999

Chairman Bill Busbice presiding.

Danny Babin 
Tom Kelly 
Jerald Hanchey 
Tom Gattle

Secretary James Jenkins, Jr. was also present.

Commissioners Glynn Carver and Norman McCall were absent from 
the meeting.

Chairman Busbice called for a motion for approval of the 
August 5, 1999 Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was made 
by Commissioner Babin and seconded by Commissioner Gattle. The 
motion passed with no opposition.

Presentation of Life Saving Awards to Trooper Roy McDonald & 
Sr. Agent Bill Tyree was handled by Major Keith LaCaze. He began 
by introducing Captain George Elliott, Commander of State Police 
Troop E, Trooper First Class Roy McDonald and his wife Monica, Sr. 
Agent Bill Tyree and Captain Poston to the Commission. Then he 
read a report where Trooper McDonald and Sr. Agent Tyree rescued a 
victim from flooded waters on April 4, 1999. Concluding, Major
LaCaze noted Sr. Agent Tyree would be presented the Department's 
Life Saving Award and Trooper McDonald, the Exceptional Bravery 
Award. Chairman Busbice expressed the Commission's appreciation 
for the officer's fine work.

Mr. Tommy Prickett presented the Rule Ratification - Deer 
Management Assistance Program. The DMAP program was initiated in 
the late 1980's with rules being promulgated in 1991. The staff 
felt the regulations needed to be updated, so a Notice of Intent 
was submitted and approved by the Commission. A lot of comments 
have been received on this proposed rule, stated Mr. Prickett. The 
changes made since the 1991 rule included: designating a contact
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person for each club or organization; strongly encouraging the 
clubs to provide keys to help patrol and check properties; DMAP 
tags must be in your possession when attempting to take an 
antlerless deer; clubs will have 48 hours to provide records for 
those clubs that do not have a camp or permanent facility which 
stores those records; and adding a suspension and cancellation 
policy that provides for an administrative hearing. Mr. Prickett 
read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the Resolution. He 
then stated other comments received were on posting of DMAP 
property. The staff and Commission has decided to leave the rule 
as is for the upcoming season, but the rule would be amended prior 
to the next season to say the signs must be posted every 1,000 feet 
along the DMAP boundaries. Chairman Busbice stated DMAP was a good 
program and the new rules are good and fair. He also encouraged 
the DMAP clubs to provide keys or combinations to the Department. 
Commissioner Cattle made a motion to adopt the Resolution. 
Commissioner Babin seconded the motion and it approved with no 
opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Rule is made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

September 2, 1999

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge 
LA, September 2, 1999.

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has 
had the Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP) in 
operation since the 1981-82 hunting season, and

WHEREAS, the popularity of DMAP has continued to grow with 1,408 
cooperators currently enrolled in the program with more 
than 2.6 million acres, and

WHEREAS, the total harvest of deer on lands enrolled in DMAP was 
in excess of 30,000 deer and represented about 15% of the 
statewide harvest, and
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WHEREAS, this program has been a key component to the management 
of deer herds on private lands and an educational tool 
since its inception, and

WHEREAS, the success of this program has been the interaction of 
Department personnel with the landowners and the hunting 
public, and

WHEREAS, rules governing DMAP were established by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in 1991, and

WHEREAS, with any program, evolution requires adjustments to rules 
to ensure the continuance of the program and benefits to 
the user groups, and

WHEREAS, the Wildlife Division is responsible for biological 
aspects of the program while the Enforcement Division is 
responsible for maintaining compliance with rules 
established for DMAP, and

WHEREAS, both Divisions have reviewed existing rules of DMAP and 
a determination has been made that changes are necessary 
to better the program, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached rule for the Deer 
Management Assistance Program is ratified by Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the Notice of Intent published in the May 
1999 Louisiana Register, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, at 
its regular monthly meeting in September does hereby ratify the 
rules and regulations governing the Deer Management Assistance 
Program.

Title 76
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WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

Part V. Wild Quadrupeds and Wild Birds 

Chapter 1. Wild Quadrupeds

§111. Rules and Regulations for Participation in the Deer 
Management Assistance Program

A. The following rules and regulations shall govern the Deer 
Management Assistance Program

1. Application Procedure

a. Application for enrollment in Deer Management 
Assistance Program (DMAP) must be submitted to the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries annually by September 1.

b . Each application must be accompanied by a legal 
description of lands to be enrolled and a map of the property. 
This information will remain on file in the appropriate regional 
office. The applicant must have under lease or otherwise control 
a minimum of 500 acres of contiguous deer habitat of which up to 
250 acres may be agricultural lands, provided the remainder is in 
forest and/or marsh. Private lands within Wildlife Management Area 
boundaries shall be enrolled in DMAP regardless of size.

c. Each cooperator will be assessed a $25 
enrollment fee and $. 05/acre for participation in the program. 
DMAP fees must be paid prior to October 1.

d. An agreement must be completed and signed by 
the official representative of the cooperator and submitted to the 
appropriate regional wildlife office for his approval. This 
agreement must be completed and signed annually.

e . Boundaries of lands enrolled in DMAP shall be 
clearly marked and posted with DMAP signs in compliance with R.S. 
56:110 and LAC 76:V.109. DMAP signs shall be removed if the land 
is no longer enrolled in DMAP.

f. By enrolling in the DMAP, cooperators agree to 
allow Department personnel access to their lands for management 
surveys, investigation of violations and other inspections deemed 
appropriate by the Department. The person listed on the DMAP
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application as the contact person will serve as the liaison between 
the DMAP Cooperator and the Department.

g. Each cooperator that enrolls in DMAP is 
strongly encouraged to provide keys or lock combinations annually 
to the Enforcement Division of the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries for access to main entrances of the DMAP property. 
Provision of keys is voluntary; however, the cooperator's 
compliance will ensure that DMAP enrolled properties will be 
properly and regularly patrolled.

2. Tags

a. A fixed number of special tags will be provided 
by the Department to each cooperator in DMAP to affix to deer taken 
as authorized by the program. These tags shall be used only on 
DMAP lands for which the tags were issued.

b . All antlerless deer taken shall be tagged, 
including those taken during archery season, muzzleloader, and on 
either-sex days of gun season.

c. Each hunter must have a tag in his possession 
while hunting on DMAP land in order to harvest an antlerless deer. 
The tag shall be attached through the hock in such a manner that it 
cannot be removed before the deer is transported. The DMAP tag 
will remain with the deer so long as the deer is kept in the camp 
or field, is in route to the domicile of its possessor, or until it 
has been stored at the domicile of its possessor, or divided at a 
cold storage facility and has become identifiable as food rather 
than as wild game. The DMAP number shall be recorded on the 
possession tag of the deer or any part of the animal when divided 
and properly tagged.

d. All unused tags shall be returned by March 1 to 
the regional wildlife office which issued the tags.

3. Records

a. Cooperators are responsible for keeping 
accurate records on forms provided by the Department for all deer 
harvested on lands enrolled in the program. Mandatory information 
includes tag number, sex of deer, date of kill and name of person 
taking the deer. Documentation of harvested deer shall be kept
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daily by the Cooperator. Additional information may be requested 
depending on management goals of the cooperator.

b. Information on deer harvested shall be 
submitted by March 1 to the regional wildlife office handling the 
particular cooperator.

c. The Contact person shall provide this 
documentation of harvested deer to the Department upon request. 
Cooperators who do not have a field camp will be given 48 hours to 
provide this requested documentation.

B . Suspension and cancellation of DMAP Cooperators

1. Failure of the cooperator to follow these rules and 
regulations may result in suspension and cancellation of the 
program on those lands involved. Failure to make a good faith 
attempt to follow harvest recommendations may also result in 
suspension and cancellation of the program.

a. Suspension of Cooperator from DMAP - Suspension 
of the Cooperator from DMAP, including forfeiture of unused tags, 
will occur immediately for any misuse of tags, failure to tag any 
antlerless deer, or failure to submit records to the Department for 
examination in a timely fashion. Suspension of the Cooperator, 
including forfeiture of unused tags, may also occur immediately if 
other DMAP rules or wildlife regulations are violated. Upon 
suspension of the Cooperator from DMAP, the Contact Person may 
request an administrative hearing within 10 working days to appeal 
said suspension. Cooperation by the DMAP Cooperator with the 
investigation of the violation will be taken into account by the 
Department when considering cancellation of the program following 
a suspension for any of the above listed reasons. The Cooperator 
may be allowed to continue with the program on a probational status 
if, in the judgement of the Department, the facts relevant to a 
suspension do not warrant cancellation.

b . Cancellation of cooperator from DMAP 
Cancellation of a cooperator from DMAP may occur following a guilty 
plea or conviction for a DMAP rule or regulation violation and the 
Cooperator may not be allowed to participate in DMAP for one year 
following the cancellation for such guilty pleas or conviction. 
Upon cancellation of the Cooperator from DMAP, the Contact Person 
may request an administrative hearing within 10 working days to 
appeal said cancellation.
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AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 17:204 
(February 1991) , amended LR 25: (September 1999) .

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.
Chairman

A Declaration of Emergency - 1999-2000 Waterfowl Season Dates 
and Other Migratory Birds was also handled by Mr. Tommy Prickett. 
Tentative dates were enacted by the Commission at the last meeting. 
The fall flight index is anticipated to be 105 million birds for 
this year and if the weather turns cold, there should be 
exceptional waterfowl hunting. Mr. Prickett asked the Commission 
to approve a Declaration of Emergency to formalize the waterfowl 
hunting season. He then read the season dates and limits for 
ducks, coots, mergansers, rails and gallinules. After the last 
meeting, the staff received quite a number of comments from east 
zone hunters requesting an earlier opening for the goose season. 
Commissioner Cattle commented geese arrive early in north Louisiana 
along the Mississippi River and these birds wipe out the 
agricultural crops planted in this area. Also the hunters are 
concerned with the early migration of geese because these birds eat 
all of the available food which leaves nothing for the ducks. He 
then urged the Department and Commission to approve an earlier 
opening. Mr. Prickett then read the east and west zone dates and 
limits for the goose season. Mr. Robert Helm corrected the Youth 
Day for the East Zone to be on January 29 instead of January 30. 
Chairman Busbice asked why could not hunters shoot specklebellies 
during the last three days of the Canada Goose Season? Mr. 
Prickett stated the season framework does not extend to the end of 
that season. Commissioner Babin asked when would the Department 
know if there will be an extension to the goose season? Mr. 
Prickett stated the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has to complete 
an environmental assessment on the Conservation Order which could 
take 18 months. Representative Saxton introduced a bill in 
Congress that could place the Conservation Order in place. It has 
passed the House side and would probably pass the Senate side. If 
the legislation does pass, Mr. Prickett stated the Conservation 
Order would go into effect the day the light goose season closes.

Mr. Carl Gremillion asked- if the only change from the last 
meeting was the early opening in the east zone and the three day 
closure for the specklebellies? Then he stated the Wildlife 
Federation and the Baton Rouge Sportsman's League duck calling
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contest would be held on October 23, 1999 at Waddill Refuge on 
Flannery Road.

Mr. Prickett read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the 
Resolution. Commissioner Babin made a motion to accept the 
Resolution and it was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey. The motion 
passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

September 2, 1999

The> following was adoptpti by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission meeting in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, September 2 r 1999.

WHEREAS, public hearings have been held to discuss the status of 
waterfowl, including ducks, coots, and geese in 
Washington D.C., and

WHEREAS, the results of this meeting have been discussed with the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing waterfowl season 
framework have been developed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff 
has presented recommendations for waterfowl including 
season dates, bag limits and shooting hours, and

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for waterfowl within the constraints of the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service framework, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this Commission does hereby adopt 
the attached season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours

8



for ducks, geese and coots by Declaration of Emergency, 
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these dates have been forwarded to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as Louisiana's selections 
for ducks, geese and coots.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provision of R.S. 49:953(B) 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of 
R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts 
the following emergency rule.

The hunting seasons for Ducks, Coots and Geese during the 
1999-2000 hunting season shall be as follows:

SEASON DATES FOR DUCKS, COOTS AND GEESE 

DUCKS AND COOTS:

West Zone: (60 days) Nov. 13 (Sat.)-Nov. 28 (Sun.) (16 days)
Dec. 11 (Sat.)-Jan. 23 (Sun.) (44 days)

East Zone: (60 days) Nov. 13 (Sat.)-Nov. 28 (Sun.) (16 days)
Dec. 11 (Sat.)-Jan. 23 (Sun.) (44 days)

Catahoula Lake Zone:
(60 days) Nov. 13 (Sat.)-Nov. 28 (Sun.) (16 days)

Dec. 11 (Sat.)-Jan. 23 (Sun.) (44 days)

Youth Waterfowl Day - December 4 in West Zone, January 30 in 
East Zone

Daily Bag Limits - The daily bag limit on ducks is 6 and may 
include no more than 4 mallards (no more than 2 of which may be
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females), 3 mottled ducks, 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 1 pintail, 
1 canvasback, 3 scaup and 2 redheads. Daily bag limit on coots is 
15.

Mergansers - The daily bag limit for mergansers is 5, only 1 
of which may be a hooded merganser. Merganser limits are in 
addition to the daily bag limit for ducks.

Possession Limit - The possession limit on ducks, coots and 
mergansers is twice the daily bag limit.

GEESE:
LIGHT GEESE (SNOW AND BLUE):

East Zone: Oct. 30 (Sat.)-Feb. 13 (Sun.)
Daily bag limit (snow and blue) - 20 
Possession limit (snow and blue) - None

West Zone: Nov. 13 (Sat.)-Feb. 27 (Sun.)
Daily bag limit (snow and blue) - 20 
Possession limit (snow and blue) - None

WHITE-FRONTED (SPECKLE BELLIES):

East Zone: Oct. 30 (Sat.)-Jan. 23 (Sun.)
Daily Bag limit (speckle bellies) - 2 
Possession limit (speckle bellies) - 4

West Zone: Nov. 13 (Sat.)-Feb. 6 (Sun.)
Daily Bag limit (speckle bellies) - 2 
Possession limit (speckle bellies) - 4

During the Canada Goose Season (January 18-January 26) 
the daily bag limit for Canada geese shall be one and 2 
white-fronted geese, EXCEPT during the last 3 days (Jan. 
24-26) in the east zone, when only one Canada goose may 
be taken. Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit.

CANADA GEESE: CLOSED IN THE AREA DESCRIBED BELOW
Jan. 18 (Tues)-Jan. 26 (Wed) 9 days
During the Canada Goose Season, the daily bag limit for 
Canada geese shall be one and 2 white-fronted geese, 
EXCEPT during the last 3 days (Jan. 24-26) in the east 
zone, when only one Canada goose may be taken. 
Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit.

(107 days)

(107 days)

(86 days)

(86 days)
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The Canada Goose Season will be open statewide except for a 
portion of southwest Louisiana. The closed area is described as 
follows:

Beginning at the Texas State Line, proceeding east along 
Highway 82 to the Calcasieu Ship Channel, then north along the 
Calcasieu Ship Channel to its junction with the Intracoastal Canal, 
then east along the Intracoastal Canal to its juncture with La. 
Highway 82, then south along La. Highway 82 to its juncture with 
Parish Road 3147, then south and east along Parish Road 3147 to 
Freshwater Bayou Canal, then south to the Gulf of Mexico, then west 
along the shoreline of the Gulf of Mexico to the Texas State Line, 
then north to the point of beginning at La. Hwy. 82.

A special permit shall be required to participate in the 
Canada Goose Season. A permit is required of everyone, regardless 
of age, and a non-refundable $5 administrative fee will be charged. 
This permit may be obtained from any District Office.

Return of harvest information requested on permit is 
mandatory. Failure to submit this information to the Department by 
February 15, 2000 will result in the hunter not being allowed to 
participate in the Canada Goose Season the following year.

RAILS: November 13 (Sat.)-January 5 (Wed.) 54 days
KING AND CLAPPER: Daily bag limit 15 in the aggregate. 

Possession 30.
SORA AND VIRGINIA: Daily bag and possession 25 in the 

aggregate.

GALLINULES: November 13 (Sat.)-January 5 (Wed.) 54 days
Daily bag limit 15, Possession limit 30

Shooting Hours: one-half hour before sunrise to sunset.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary because the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service establishes the framework for all migratory 
species. In order for Louisiana to provide hunting opportunities 
to the 200,000 sportsmen, selection of season dates, bag limits and 
shooting hours must be established and presented to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service immediately.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours 
will become effective October 25, 1999 and extend through sunset on 
March 20, 2000.
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Bill A. Busbice, Jr.
Chairman

Mr. Prickett then announced manufacturers have developed 
alternative shot types for waterfowl hunting. He then asked Mr. 
Robert Helm to give a list of these types. Mr. Helm stated there 
are 6 shots legal for hunting waterfowl this year. The most common 
are steel shot and Bismuth shot. Final approval has been given for 
the use of Tungsten Iron and Tungsten Polymer made by the Federal 
Cartridge Company. Also temporary approval has been given for the 
use of Tungsten Matrix and Tin Shot. All shots except steel come 
in 10 packs and are relatively similar in cost, ranging from $17 to 
$20. With the new shots available, indications are hunter 
compliance will probably increase.

Commissioner Cattle asked if Mississippi has elected to go 
with the later duck season closure to the end of January for this 
year? Mr. Helm stated he was not sure, but felt they probably 
would go with the later season. Chairman Busbice asked if the 
people in Mississippi were happy with the extended season last 
year? Mr. Helm advised the Commission the Fish and Wildlife 
Service would be conducting a public hearing on the snow goose 
issue. One of these hearings would be held on October 6, 1999 from 
7:00 to 9:30 p.m. in the Louisiana Room.

Chairman Busbice then asked for any Public Comments - 2000 
Turkey Season. Mr. Ivy Cutrer stated he was surprised to learn 
last year's season was shortened by one week. He did not think it 
was fair to have a harvestable population of turkeys but cut the 
season by one week. Mr. Cutrer then asked that the season in the 
Florida parishes be put back like it was for the 1998 season. 
Chairman Busbice stated a lot of the success can depend on Mother 
Nature and the weather.

Rule Ratification - Isles Demieres Barrier Islands Refuge was
handled by Mr. Brandt Savoie. He began stating the Commission 
adopted a Resolution and Notice of Intent to establish the Refuge 
and a Declaration of Emergency for interim rules. Mr. Savoie asked 
the Commission for a motion to adopt the permanent rule. There 
were no comments received during the process on the issue. 
Commissioner Babin made a motion to ratify the rule. Commissioner 
Hanchey seconded the motion and it passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Rule is made a 
part of the record.)
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RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby adopt 
regulations for the Isles Dernieres Barrier Islands Refuge.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

Part III. State Game and Fish Preserves and Sanctuaries 

Chapter 3. Particular Game and Fish Preserves and Commission 

§331. Isles Dernieres Barrier Islands Refuge

A. Regulations for Isles Dernieres Barrier Islands Refuge 
1. Regulations for Wine Island, East Island, Whiskey 

Island, and Raccoon Island

a. Public access by any means to the exposed land
areas, wetlands and interior waterways of these islands is 
prohibited. Requests to access exposed land areas, wetlands and 
interior waterways shall be considered on a case-by-case basis and 
may be permitted by the Secretary or his designee in the interest 
of conducting research on fauna and flora, of advancing educational 
pursuits related to barrier islands, or of planning and
implementing island restoration projects.

b . Disturbing, injuring, collecting, or attempting 
to disturb, injure, or collect any flora, fauna, or other property 
is prohibited, unless expressly permitted in writing by the 
Secretary or his designee for the uses provided for in paragraph 
1.a . above.

c. Boat traffic is allowed adjacent to the islands 
in the open waters of the Gulf and bays; however, boat traffic is 
prohibited in waterways extending into the interior of the islands 
or within any land-locked open waters or wetlands of the islands.

d. Fishing from boats along the shore and wade 
fishing in the surf areas of the islands is allowed.
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e . Littering on the islands or in Louisiana waters 
or wetlands is prohibited.

f . Proposals to conduct oil and gas activities, 
including seismic exploration, shall be considered on a case-by
case basis and may be permitted by the Secretary or his designee, 
consistent with provisions of the Act of Donation executed by the 
Louisiana Land and Exploration Company on July 24, 1997.

2. Regulations for Trinity Island

a. Public access is allowed in a designated public 
use area. An area approximately 3,000 linear feet by 500 linear 
feet is designated as a public use area, the boundaries of which 
will be marked and maintained by the Department. The designated 
public use area shall extend westward from the western boundary of 
the servitude area reserved by Louisiana Land and Exploration 
Company in the Act of Donation a distance of approximately 3,000 
linear feet and northward from the southern shoreline within this 
area by a distance of approximately 500 linear feet. Public 
recreation such as bird-watching, picnicking, fishing and overnight 
camping is allowed in this area. Travel on or across this area 
shall be limited to foot or bicycle traffic only. No use of all- 
terrain vehicles or other vehicles powered by internal combustion 
engines or electric motors shall be allowed.

b . Public access to all exposed land areas of 
Trinity Island, other than the public use area, is prohibited. 
Requests to access these exposed land areas shall be considered on 
a case-by-case basis and may be permitted by the Secretary or his 
designee in the interest of conducting research on fauna and flora, 
of advancing educational pursuits related to barrier islands or of 
planning and implementing island restoration projects.

c. Disturbing, injuring, collecting, or attempting 
to disturb, injure, or collect any flora, fauna, or other property 
is prohibited, unless expressly permitted in writing by the 
Secretary or his designee for the uses provided for in paragraph 
2.b . above.

d. Any member of the public utilizing the 
designated public use area shall be required to have a portable 
waste disposal container to collect all human wastes and to remove 
same upon leaving the island. Discharge of human wastes, including
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that within the disposal container, onto the island or into 
Louisiana waters or wetlands is prohibited.

e . Littering on the island or in Louisiana waters 
or wetlands is prohibited.

f . Carrying, possessing, or discharging firearms, 
fireworks, or explosives in the designated public use area is 
prohibited.

g. Boat traffic is allowed adjacent to the island 
in open waters of the Gulf and bays and within the man-made canal 
commonly known as California Canal for its entire length to its 
terminus at the bulkhead on the western end of the canal. No boat 
traffic is allowed in other man-made or natural waterways extending 
into the interior of the island or in any land-locked open waters 
or wetlands of the island.

h. Fishing from boats or wade fishing in the surf 
areas of the island is allowed.

i. Houseboats may be moored in designated areas 
along the California Canal. An annual permit shall be required to 
moor a houseboat in the canal. The required.permit may be obtained 
from the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries New Iberia Office.

j. Proposals to conduct oil and gas activities, 
including seismic exploration, shall be considered on a case-by- 
case basis and may be permitted by the Secretary or his designee, 
consistent with provisions of the Act of Donation executed by the 
Louisiana Land and Exploration Company on July 24, 1997.

B. Violation of any provision of these regulations shall be 
considered a Class Two Violation, as described in R.S. 56:115 (D), 
56:764, and 56:787.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6(18), 
R.S. 56:109, and R.S. 56:781 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 25: (September 
1999).

§321. Terrebonne Barrier Islands Refuge

Repealed.
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AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6(18),
R.S. 56:761 and R.S.' 56:785.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 19:910 (July 
1993), repealed LR 25: (September 1999).

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.
Chairman

A Declaration of Emergency for the Fur Harvest Season began 
with Mr. Brandt Savoie introducing Mr. Greg Linscombe and stating 
he would provide background information on last year's season. Mr. 
Linscombe stated he provided a packet of harvest information. 
Comparing 1998-991s harvest with the 1997-98, there was a dramatic 
drop in total harvest especially with nutria. These drops in 
harvest are a result of average prices dropping from $5.17 in 1997- 
98 to $2.70 for this past year. The collapse of the Russian 
economy is the reason for the nutria price reduction, stated Mr. 
Linscombe. A damage survey was flown during the spring of 1999, 
and in the Barataria-Terrebonne Basin, visible damage amounted to 
approximately 80,000-100,000 acres. Other information provided was 
on the raccoon harvest and how the harvest of these animals have 
prevented other problems with other animals. The beaver harvest 
has been successful which was a direct result of marketing 
activities by the Fur & Alligator Advisory Council. The Council 
has invited buyers from Mainland China to clear out the inventory 
of furs in Louisiana. Other activities by the Council included 
stepping up educational activities with the Information & Education 
Division and the Trappers Association. Chairman Busbice asked if 
there is a decline in the number of trappers? Mr. Linscombe stated 
the pattern in Louisiana is similar to those in other states, but 
if there is a potential for an increase in price, there may be an 
increase in the number of licenses sold. One problem that may
develop in future years is the knowledge of trapping muskrats with 
these trappers being in their 701 s right now. Chairman Busbice 
asked if children are being taught how to trap and skin and where 
to market and sell the furs. The Louisiana Trappers Association 
has a booklet available and they would like to see the 4-H programs 
in the schools geared up again. Chairman Busbice asked, with the 
increase in alligator population, was there anything the Commission 
could do to increase the harvest. Mr. Phil Bowman stated staff has 
conducted marsh type mapping and this shows the quality of the 
alligator habitat and also impacts the number of tags to be issued. 
The 1997 map was used for the first time this year and this has 
allowed an increase in the number of tags issued. Also, a bonus
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tag program was initiated this year for the harvest of alligators 
under 6 feet in length. Then Mr. Bowman stated the Louisiana 
Legislature passed a Resolution establishing the Louisiana 
Alligator Task Force. One of the issues to be discussed is the 17 
percent return and the structure portion of the industry. The Task 
Force will be meeting at Rockefeller Refuge to discuss this issue 
during September. Commissioner Cattle stated beavers and nutria 
are a nuisance. He then asked if bounties or subsidies have been 
considered to encourage the taking of these animals. Mr. Linscombe 
stated bounties have not been very successful when working alone. 
But an incentive payment through the meat market has been developed 
for nutria. Commissioner Cattle stated a better word would 
probably be subsidize. Mr. Linscombe stated the problems with 
beavers are being reflected throughout the eastern United States. 
Damage in the southeast states is estimated to be $100 million 
annually and timber damage for Louisiana alone is approximately $14 
million. Mr. Linscombe stated incentive payments have been looked 
at for a long time, but something that will get trappers working 
again is something to pursue. Chairman Busbice stated he sees a 
lot of beavers, alligators and other animals and one day the public 
is going to want to know why the Commission has not done anything. 
Mr. Savoie stated the 1999-2000 season would run from November 20, 
1999 through the end of March 2000. He then read the Therefore Be 
It Resolved portion of the Resolution. Commissioner Cattle made a 
motion accepting the Resolution. Commissioner Kelly seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

1999-2000 Fur Trapping Season 
adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:259(A) authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission to set the open season for the taking of 
nongame quadrupeds and allows the Commission to extend, 
curtail or prohibit trapping in any area of the state 
each year, and
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WHEREAS, R.S. 49:953(B) and R.S. 49:967(D) of the Administrative 
Procedure Act, allows the Commission to use emergency 
provisions to set seasons, and

WHEREAS, Louisiana has historically lead the nation in the 
production of wild fur with value to the trappers as high 
as $24 million in some seasons, and

WHEREAS, the harvest of this renewable resource is important in 
providing supplemental income to citizens of the state 
while furnishing an essential management tool to reduce 
nuisance wildlife problems, property damage, the impact 
of prey species, the incident of density dependent 
disease and provide a measure of population health and 
general condition, and

WHEREAS, regulated trapping provides the only practical control of 
muskrat and nutria populations, an essential part of any 
effort to protect or enhance coastal wetlands. The role 
of such trapping cannot be overstated because of the rate 
of wetland loss and the impact that these wetland grazers 
are having in southeastern parishes, and

WHEREAS, the increased commercial harvest of beaver can play a 
major role in assisting in the reduction of damage to 
timber, agriculture, drainage, and wildlife habitat, and

WHEREAS, historical and current information collected by the 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries have indicated that 
the optimum time frame for the harvest of furbearers is 
between November and March each year, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
does hereby set the 1999-2000 fur harvest season, 
statewide from November 20, 1999 through March 31, 2000.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 
hereby grant authority to the Secretary of the Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries to extend or shorten the 
trapping season in any area of the state.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 
1999-2000 fur harvest season is attached to and made a 
part of this resolution.
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Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman 
Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary- 
Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

In accordance with the provisions of R.S. 56:259 (A) which 
authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to set the open 
season for the taking of non-game quadrupeds and allows the 
commission to extend, curtail or prohibit trapping in any area of 
the state each year and in accordance with emergency provisions of 
R.S. 49:953(B) and R.S. 49:967(D) of the Administrative Procedure 
Act, which allows the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
to use emergency provisions to set seasons, the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission does hereby set the 1999-2000 fur harvest 
season, statewide from November 20, 1999 through March 31, 2000. 
The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby also authorize 
the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to extend 
or shorten the adopted season.

A Notice of Intent for Freshwater Harvest of Mullet was 
presented by Mr. Gary Tilyou. During the 1999 Legislative Session, 
Senator Landry was successful in passing a law to allow the 
freshwater take of mullet using hoop nets. The law states the 
Commission shall adopt rules and regulations to govern the harvest. 
This proposed rule will not affect the saltwater regulations 
already in effect. Mr. Tilyou then went through the recreational 
and commercial regulations for the harvest of mullet. Chairman 
Busbice asked if this was a Notice of Intent? Mr. Tilyou answered 
yes. Commissioner Babin made a motion to accept the Notice of 
Intent and it was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey. The motion 
passed with no opposition.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr. 
Chairman

(The full text of the Notice of 
Intent is made a part of the 
record.)

NOTICE OF INTENT
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Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby advertises its 
intent to adopt the following rule on the harvest of mullet.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing 

§193. Freshwater Harvest of Mullet

A. Recreational Limits. The daily take and possession limit 
for the recreational harvest of mullet shall be 100 pounds per 
person per day. No person shall take or possess mullet in excess 
of 100 pounds per day, except for legally licensed commercial 
fishermen. No person shall sell, barter, trade or exchange or 
attempt to sell, barter, trade or exchange mullet taken or 
possessed recreationally.

B . Commercial; freshwater areas. The following provisions 
govern the commercial taking of mullet with hoop nets in the 
freshwater areas of the state:

1. Mullet caught in the freshwater areas of the state 
shall not be possessed by commercial fishermen in the saltwater 
areas of the state.

2. There shall be no lead nets on hoop nets used for 
the fishing of mullet.

3. No person shall take or possess mullet from hoop 
nets between the hours of official sunset and official sunrise.

4. No mullet shall be possessed on the water in the 
freshwater areas of the state between the hours of official sunset 
and official sunrise.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
56:6(25)(a), R.S. 56:325.1.A (1) and R.S. 56:333.1.
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HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 25: .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and 
the final Rule, including, but not limited to, the filing of the 
fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the Notice of 
Intent and final Rule and the preparation of reports and 
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit written comments of the proposed 
rule to Mr. Bennie Fontenot, Administrator, Inland Fisheries 
Division, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton 
Rouge, LA 70898, no later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, November 8, 1999.

In accordance with Act #1183 of 1999, the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 
Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the
six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.
Chairman

Mr. Gary Tilyou also handled the next item, a Notice of Intent 
Black Bass Regulations - Removal of Slot Limit in Lake 

Bartholomew. Lake Bartholomew is one of the original quality lakes 
established in 1991. Mr. Tilyou then introduced Mr. Mike Wood who 
would talk about Lake Bartholomew. The lake is only 800 acres in 
size and it had the potential for intensive bass management, began 
Mr. Wood. Florida bass were stocked, a gill net ban was 
implemented to protect the large bass and also a 14 to 17 inch slot 
limit was implemented. Questions are being asked now as to why 
this program was not working. The staff has guessed it could be 
the Florida bass did not take or there could be an increase in the 
spotted gar population. Mr. Wood stated they have not been 
successful in getting the results they wanted for the lake. He 
then asked that the slot limit be removed from Lake Bartholomew. 
Chairman Busbice asked if garfish was a predator fish and was there 
anything that could be done to remove some of them? Mr. Tilyou 
asked the Commission to adopt the Notice of Intent. Commissioner 
Cattle asked if the only change was with Lake Bartholomew? 
Commissioner Babin stated this was a Notice of Intent to remove 
Lake Bartholomew from trophy status. Mr. Tilyou added the lake
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would fall under the normal statewide regulations of 10 fish per 
day per person with no size limit. Commissioner Kelly made a 
motion to accept the Notice of Intent. Commissioner Gattle 
seconded the motion and it passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Notice of 
Intent is made a part of the 
record.)

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby advertises its 
intent to amend the following rule on black bass (Micropterus spp.) 
on Lake Bartholomew, located in Morehouse and Ouachita Parishes, 
Louisiana.

Title 76

Wildlife and Fisheries 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing 

§149. Black Bass Regulations-Daily Take and Size Limits

A. The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission establishes a 
statewide daily take (creel limit) of 10 fish for black bass 
(Mirropterns spp.). The possession limit shall be the same as the 
daily take on water and twice the daily take off water.

B. In addition, the Commission establishes special size and 
daily take regulations for black bass on the following water 
bodies:

1. Concordia Lake (Concordia Parish), and Caney Creek 
Reservoir (Jackson Parish):

a. Size limit: 15 inch - 19 inch slot. A 15 - 19 
inch slot limit means that it is illegal to keep or possess a black 
bass whose maximum total length is between 15 inches and 19 inches, 
both measurements inclusive.
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b. Daily take: eight fish of which no more than
two fish may exceed 19 inches maximum total length.*

c. Possession limit:

i. On water - Same as daily take.
ii. Off water - Twice the daily take.

2 . Lake Bartholomew (Morehouse and Ouachita parishes)-/ 
Black Bayou Lake (Bossier Parish), Chicot Lake (Evangeline Parish), 
Cross Lake (Caddo Parish), John K. Kelly-Grand Bayou Reservoir (Red 
River Parish), Lake Rodemacher (Rapides Parish) and Vernon Lake 
(Vernon Parish):

a. Size Limit: 14 inch - 17 inch slot. A 14 - 17
inch slot limit means that it is illegal to keep or possess a black 
bass whose maximum total length is between 14 inches and 17 inches,
both measurements inclusive.

four fish may
b . Daily Take: eight fish of which no more

exceed 17 inches maximum total length.*

c . Possession limit:

i. On water - Same as daily take.
ii. Off water - Twice the daily take.

3 . False River (Pointe Coupee Parish)

a . Size limit: 14 inch minimum size limit.

b . Daily Take: 5 fish.

c . Possession limit:

i. On water - Same as daily take.
ii. Off water - Twice the daily take.

*Maximum total length - The distance in a straight line from 
the tip of the snout to the most posterior point of the depressed 
caudal fin as measured with mouth closed on a flat surface.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6 
(25)(a), R.S. 56:325(0, R.S. 56:326.3.

23



HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 14:364 (June 
1988), amended LR 17:278 (March 1991), repromulgated LR 17:488 (May 
1991), amended LR 17:1122 (November 1991), LR 20:796 (July 1994), 
LR 23:1168 (September 1997), LR 24:505 (March 1998), LR 25:

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and 
the final Rule, including, but not limited to, the filing of the 
fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the Notice of 
Intent and final Rule and the preparation of reports and 
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit written comments on the proposed 
rule to Mike Wood, Biologist Supervisor, Inland Fisheries Division, 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 368 Century Drive, Monroe, LA 
71211, no later than 4:30 p.;m., Monday, November 8, 1999.

In accordance with Act #1183 of 1999, the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 
Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the 
six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.
Chairman

Declaration of Emergency - Commercial King Mackerel Season was 
given by Mrs. Karen Foote. The National Marine Fisheries Service 
has determined the quota for the western zone commercial harvest 
for king mackerel has been met and closed their season on August 
25, 1999. They have asked the Department to close the state waters 
as well. The closure would become effective at 12:01 a .m., on 
Monday, September 6, 1999, stated Mrs. Foote. Commissioner Cattle 
asked what was the total allowable catch for king mackerel? Mrs. 
Foote stated the total was 10.9 million pounds and was divided 
between commercial and recreational. Commissioner Cattle asked 
what was the recreational quota? He then asked if the season was 
being closed now until July 1, 2000? Mrs. Foote stated the fishing 
year for commercial was July 1 until the quota has been met. Then 
she read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the Resolution. 
Commissioner Babin made a motion accepting the Resolution and it 
was seconded by Commissioner Kelly. The motion passed with no 
opposition.
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(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

1999 COMMERCIAL KING MACKEREL SEASONS 
September 2, 1999

WHEREAS, the king mackerel fishery in the Gulf of Mexico off the 
coast of Louisiana is cooperatively managed by the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) with advice from the Gulf of 
Mexico Fishery Management Council (Gulf Council), and

WHEREAS, regulations promulgated by NMFS are applicable in waters 
of the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the U.S., which 
in Louisiana is generally three miles offshore, and

WHEREAS, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has received a 
request from NMFS requesting consistent regulations in 
Louisiana state waters, and

WHEREAS, consistent regulations within both Federal and State 
jurisdictions are preferable as they assist in 
enforcement of fishery rules, and

WHEREAS, the 1999 commercial king mackerel fishery in EEZ waters 
adjacent to Louisiana closed on August 25, 1999, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 49:953(B) and R.S. 49:967 allow the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures to set 
finfish seasons, and

WHEREAS, both R.S. 56:6(25)(a) and R.S. 56:326.3 provide that the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission may set seasons for 
saltwater finfish,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commission closes the 1999 
commercial king mackerel season at 12:01 a.m., September 
6, 1999, and, that the season shall remain closed until 
12:01 a.m. on July 1, 2000.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Commission authorizes the

25



Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to 
open an additional commercial king mackerel season in 
Louisiana state waters if he is informed that National 
Marine Fisheries Service has opened an additional season 
and to close such season when he is informed that the 
commercial king mackerel quota for the western Gulf of 
Mexico has been filled, or is projected to be filled, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all 
necessary steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate 
and effectuate this Declaration of Emergency.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 1999 
commercial king mackerel season in Louisiana state waters 
is attached to and made a part of this resolution.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr. James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The king mackerel fishery in the Gulf of Mexico is 
cooperatively managed by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, the 
Department of Wildlife and; Fisheries (LDWF), and the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) with advice from the Gulf of Mexico 
Fishery Management Council (Gulf Council). Regulations promulgated 
by NMFS are applicable in waters of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ) of the U.S., which in Louisiana is generally three miles 
offshore. Rules were recently established by NMFS to close the 
commercial harvest seasons for king mackerel in the EEZ off of 
Louisiana, and NMFS and the Gulf Council requested that consistent 
regulations be established in Louisiana waters. NMFS typically 
requests consistent . regulations in order to enhance the 
effectiveness and enforceability of regulations for EEZ waters.

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B), 
the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:967 which allows the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures to 
set finfish seasons, R.S. 56:6(25) (a) and R.S. 56:326.3 which
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provide that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission may set seasons 
for saltwater finfish, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
sets the following seasons for commercial harvest of king mackerel 
in Louisiana state waters:

The season for the commercial fishery for king mackerel in 
Louisiana state waters will close at 12:01 a.m. , September 6, 1999; 
the season shall remain closed until 12:01 a.m. on July 1, 2000.

The Commission also grants authority to the Secretary of the 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to open an additional 
commercial king mackerel season in Louisiana state waters if he is 
informed by the Regional Director of the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) that the season dates for the commercial harvest of 
king mackerel in the federal waters of the western Gulf of Mexico 
as set out herein have been modified, and that the Regional 
Director of NMFS requests that the season be modified in Louisiana 
state waters and to close such season when he is informed that the 
commercial king mackerel quota for the western Gulf of Mexico has 
been filled, or is projected to be filled.

Nothing herein shall preclude the legal harvest of king 
mackerel by legally licensed recreational fishermen. Effective 
with any closure, no person shall commercially harvest, transport, 
purchase, barter, trade, sell or attempt to purchase, barter, trade 
or sell king mackerel. Effective with the closure, no person shall 
possess king mackerel in excess of a daily bag limit. Provided, 
however, that fish in excess of the daily bag limit which were 
legally taken prior to the closure may be purchased, possessed, 
transported, and sold by a licensed wholesale/retail dealer if 
appropriate records in accordance with R.S. 56:306.5 are properly 
maintained, and those other than wholesale/retail dealers may 
purchase such fish in excess of the daily bag limit from 
wholesale/retail dealers for their own use or for sale by a 
restaurant as prepared fish.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.
Chairman

Chairman Busbice asked if the Commission acted on red snapper 
at the last meeting? Mrs. Foote stated the Secretary was given the 
authority to close the recreational red snapper season and it was 
closed on August 29, 1999.
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A Declaration of Emergency to Establish Daily Sack Limit on 
Louisiana Oyster Public Seed Grounds East of Mississippi River was
the next agenda item. Ms. Catherine Blades, Seafood Promotion and 
Marketing Board, stated the Oyster Task Force falls under its 
organizational chart. A survey was sent out to 1,000 participants 
on this subject, and as of August 31, 96 responses were received. 
Sixty-five were in favor of the limit and 31 against. Two 
additional letters were received in favor of the limit and one was 
opposed. Chairman Busbice asked if additional responses would be 
received? Ms. Blades stated she expected to receive more 
responses.

Mr. John Tesvich, Plaquemines Oyster Association, stated this 
issue was brought before the Commission at the last meeting. He 
then reported, from the survey, an overwhelming majority of the 
people are in support of establishing the sack limit. The 
successful benefits from the proposal would include: 1) reducing 
the harvesting pressure during the hot months; 2) reducing the glut 
of oysters that occurs when the oyster season is open; 3) helping 
increase compliance with the 3 inch law; 4) helping preserve a 
better resource during the winter months; and 5) helping make the 
oyster industry more competitive with neighboring states. Then Mr. 
Tesvich stated the survey question was open ended, it did not 
stipulate the proposal was only for a 2 month period. He added 
that people opposed to the idea were actually for the proposal when 
told it was only for a 2 month period.

Chairman Busbice asked who put out the questionnaire? Mr. 
Tesvich stated the Oyster Task Force sent it out. Commissioner 
Babin felt the 96 responses out of 1,000 was poor and it did not 
seem to him that 6.5 percent was an overwhelming support. Chairman 
Busbice stated more results were needed to make a rule change of 
this size. Then he added he does not have a feel for this proposal 
because of the quickness and movement of those in favor. Mr. 
Tesvich stated the Oyster Task Force represents wide interest in 
the State and they did deliberate this issue. The 75 sack limit 
does not affect a great number of people, because the average take 
is not much more than that, stated Mr. Tesvich. He stated the 
major problem with the proposal is the people do not want to set a 
precedent of taking an active management of the resource. 
Commissioner Kelly asked what percent of the total harvest will 
this amount to for these 2 months? Mr. Ron Dugas stated 2.3 
million sacks are harvested, with 50 percent from the public 
grounds and the other 50 percent from leased areas. Production 
across a 12 month period shows September and October are the top 2
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months. November ranks as the 12th month for production. 
Commissioner Kelly asked what impact will this proposal have on the 
entire state as far as price is concerned? Mr. Tesvich stated a 
limit will not affect sales nor production, but will allow the 
boats to work more days. Commissioner Babin asked why should the 
Commission impose a new law on a small group of oyster fishermen 
when they should be imposing it on themselves? Mr. Tesvich stated 
this was a public resource and the fishermen's attitude is "if I 
don't get it today, somebody else will get it", and this creates a 
frenzy. Chairman Busbice asked if he thought this attitude affects 
the resource? Mr. Tesvich asked the Commission to try this 
proposal for this year and see if it works. Commissioner Babin 
stated the commercial industry needs to get away from that attitude 
and try to be stewards of the resource and manage themselves. 
Again he stated he does not feel 6 percent is an overwhelming 
support. The problem, according to Commissioner Babin, was that 
only 10 percent participated. Chairman Busbice asked Mr. Don 
Puckett how the Commission should handle a public resolution. Mr. 
Puckett stated the resolution was drafted by Mr. Tesvich and not by 
the staff. But if the Commission was to impose the limit, a Notice 
of Intent would be required. Commissioner Babin stated a Notice of 
Intent would take 120 days for ratification and this makes it a 
mute issue. Then he added, this could be presented around April of 
next year for consideration during the 2000 oyster season. 
Chairman Busbice suggested getting a higher percent of responses to 
the survey and possibly getting industry people to write the 
Commission and let them know how they feel.

National Hunting & Fishing Day Proclamation was handled by Ms. 
Marianne Burke. The Proclamation would officially set September 
25, 1999 as National Hunting and Fishing Day across the State. 
This is the 28th year for the National Event which recognizes the 
hunters and fishermen who contribute billions of dollars towards 
the activities. Louisiana traditionally has 4 sites, Monroe, 
Minden, Baton Rouge and Natchitoches. Two new sites are being 
added this year in Slidell and Woodworth. Ms. Burke stated this 
is the biggest and most positive public relation event this 
Department can have. She added this program requires a lot of work 
and planning to make it a success and extending the event across 
the state may not be a feasible idea. The Commission's request to 
expand the event to include all areas of the State would possibly 
dilute the sites that are already successes, stated Ms. Burke. 
Chairman Busbice stated he has heard the Monroe event was very 
successful. Then he asked about the Morgan City-Houma area. Ms. 
Burke stated some people have traveled to the Baton Rouge event
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from the Morgan City area. Commissioner Cattle asked if promoting 
the event was handled through the district offices and are they 
having trouble finding volunteers? Ms. Burke again emphasized the 
possibility of diluting those locations that are already set. She 
then stated Louisiana has been recognized by the National Sports 
Shooting Foundation as one of the best states in celebrating this 
day. Chairman Busbice again stated the Morgan City-Houma area 
would be a good site. Commissioner Cattle stated this celebration 
was a benefit to the Department and he appreciated the effort made 
to promote the event. Ms. Burke read the Therefore Be It Resolved 
portion of the Proclamation. Commissioner Kelly made a motion to 
approve the Proclamation and it was seconded by Commissioner 
Hanchey. The motion passed with no opposition.

(The full text of ' the Proclamation
is made a part of the record.)

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, Louisianians are blessed with an abundance and diversity 
of game, fish and seafood that hunters, fishers and 
commercial industries have long appreciated and 
recognized the need to conserve; and

WHEREAS, revenues raised by sportsmen and commercial industries 
have successfully returned some animal species that faced 
extinction or were threatened or endangered by 
environmental conditions often imposed by people to 
healthy populations; and

WHEREAS, hunters and anglers have a long history of contributing 
to conservation efforts statewide and nationwide, 
contributing more than $12 billion to conservation 
programs during the past half century through license 
fees and self-imposed excise taxes; and

WHEREAS, a recent survey by the U.S. Department of the Interior's 
Fish and Wildlife, Service indicated that 41 percent of 
all Louisianians participate in some type of fish or 
wildlife-related activity; and

WHEREAS, latest estimates indicate that the total economic impact 
of recreational fishing and wildlife-related activities 
in Louisiana, including hunting and non-consumptive 
usage, is almost $3 billion and that Louisianians
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directly spend $1.4 billion on hunting and other 
wildlife-associated recreation; and

WHEREAS, Louisiana residents have spent $24.1 million on fishing 
and hunting licenses during the last three years; and

WHEREAS, the state's warm Gulf waters and fertile estuarine 
systems are home to more than 100 commercially valuable 
seafood species, making Louisiana's marine fisheries one 
of the most important in the nation with more than 1.1 
billion pounds landed annually for a dockside value of 
approximately $292 million, with more than 30,000 people 
directly and indirectly employed in harvesting, 
processing, wholesaling and distribution of Louisiana 
seafood;

THEREFORE I, Bill A. Busbice, Jr.., Chairman of the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission for the State of Louisiana, on the 
2nd day of September 1999, hereby proclaim Saturday, 
September 25, 1999 as the

15th ANNUAL
LOUISIANA NATIONAL HUNTING AND FISHING DAY

throughout the state of Louisiana in recognition of the 
economic contributions of the hunting and fishing 
industry and in acknowledgment of the sport enjoyed by so 
many of our citizens.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

Chairman Busbice asked Ms. Nancy Hunter for an updated Report 
on Civil Restitution and how were the collections coming along? 
Ms. Hunter stated since the Division of Administrative Law was 
conducting hearings now, the responses have been excellent. A new 
set of policies and procedures on how to collect past due accounts 
has recently been developed. Also, past due notices were mailed 
out in July. An attorney has recently been contracted to handle 
the collection of past due accounts. Commissioner Gattle asked if 
the contract attorney was working well? Ms. Hunter stated, he has 
not been given any cases as of yet. Commissioner Gattle asked Mr. 
Don Puckett if there was a statue of limitation on the amount of 
time to collect Civil Restitution? Mr. Puckett stated it is one
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year from the date of offense. Commissioner Cattle asked about the 
aged violations dating back to 1993 and whether there was a need to 
try to collect for violations past the statue of limitations? Then 
he stated hopefully point of sale could be used to flag violators 
that owes fines. Commissioner Cattle asked if this could be done 
legally beyond one year's time? Mr. Puckett answered yes. 
Commissioner Babin asked if the attorney was being paid on a 
contingency basis? Mr. Puckett stated the Supreme Court ruled no 
state agency could hire an attorney on a contingency basis unless 
it was specifically set out in_statute. The attorney will be paid 
on an hourly basis with the assurance he will not be paid more than 
that collected under a contingency contract. Commissioner Babin 
felt it was not feasible to worry with restitutions dating further 
back than August 1998. Mr. Puckett felt the Department would not 
use attorney hours on accounts that were not legally collectible or 
are poor risks. Commissioner Cattle asked if unpaid balances for 
Civil Restitution could be flagged if an individual would try to 
purchase a license through point of sales? Mr. Puckett stated yes, 
an individuals license could be suspended or revoked until the debt 
was paid. Commissioner Babin asked if the final figure affects the 
budget? Secretary Jenkins answered no. Chairman Busbice commented 
there has been a higher percentage of money collected over the last 
two years and he knew that the Department was working on the 
problem. Secretary Jenkins stated collections was always the 
problem and now with the contract attorney, there is a means of 
collecting these fines.

The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for August was given by 
Major Keith LaCaze. The following numbers of citations and 
warnings were issued during the month of August.

Region I - Minden - 130 citations and 113 warnings.

Region II - Monroe - 88 citations and 24 warnings.

Region III - Alexandria - 105 citations and 43 warnings.

Region IV - Ferriday - 89 citations and 14 warnings.

Region V - Lake Charles - 286 citations and 37 warnings.

Region VI - Opelousas - 216 citations and 26 warnings.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 198 citations and 58 warnings.
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Region VIII - New Orleans - 238 citations and 17 warnings.

Region IX - Thibodaux - 285 citations and 39 warnings.

Statewide Strike Force - 42 citations and 4 warnings.

Seafood Investigation Unit - 27 citations.

Oyster Strike Force - 45 citations.

SWEP - 17 citations.

The grand total of citations issued statewide for the month of 
August was 1,635. Also there were 368 warning citations issued for 
the month. Commissioner Babin asked if the written warning system 
was going as well as anticipated? Major LaCaze stated yes. 
Chairman Busbice asked why the number of citations written in the 
Monroe District was low the past three months? Major LaCaze stated 
the parishes in the district are /primarily farmland and not a lot 
of boating activities occurs there. Chairman Busbice asked if this 
has historically occurred? Major LaCaze stated yes, and he added 
the same holds true for Region IV.

The aviation report for August 1999 showed enforcement pilots 
flew three airplanes a total of 125.4 hours for enforcement and 
16.5 hours for other divisions. Also 21 citations were issued.

Major LaCaze then stated copies of publications from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service were being provided to the Commission for 
their information. The first was entitled "What Hunters Need to 
Know" and includes changes made for the migratory bird season. The 
other publication pertains to dove hunting and baiting and 
waterfowl baiting regulations. He then read highlights from each 
of the regulations. Commissioner Cattle asked about mowing and 
flooding a wheat field and how this would affect dove and duck 
hunting. Commissioner Babin stated hunters need to know the rules 
due to an increase in the maximum penalty for illegal activities. 
Chairman Busbice asked about hunting over millet for duck hunting. 
Then he asked when did the new rules from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service become available? Major LaCaze stated they have 
been out since early summer. Chairman Busbice asked the press to 
help get the word to the public on these changes.

Chairman Busbice then asked if there were any Public Comments. 
Mr. Tommy Prickett stated the public dove hunting program began a
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few years ago and has proven to be extremely popular. The precept 
of the program involves looking for fields with a dove population, 
contacting the landowner and offering to pay him cash to lease the 
field for one day. Eight fields totaling 3174 acres was available 
for this year. A $10 fee would be charged for each hunter 16 years 
of age and over. The fields will be located in Ouachita, 
Tangipahoa, Natchitoches, West Baton Rouge, Jefferson Davis and 
Beauregard Parishes.

Then Mr. Prickett noted the Upland Game staff has produced two 
small publications over the last year. The first was to inform the 
public on Wildlife Habitat Conservation Programs through the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. 'The second brochure was on the small 
game and waterfowl opportunities on the wildlife management areas. 
He commended the staff for taking the initiative to put the 
publications together.

Mr. Craig Lamendola stated the phone sales for licenses began 
September 1st and there were 50 licenses sold. Chairman Busbice 
asked Mr. Lamendola to provide an update at the next meeting. 
Commissioner Cattle asked if this service would be available 7 days 
a week, 24 hours a day and was this for residents and non
residents? Mr. Lamendola answered yes, everything is available 
except for the Federal Duck Stamp.

After several minutes of discussion, the Commissioners agreed 
to hold the January 2000 Meeting on Thursday, January 6, 2000 
beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the Baton Rouge Headquarters.

There being no further; business, Commissioner Kelly made a 
motion to Adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Commissioner 
Babin.

Secretary

JHJ:sch
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING

*. . 7

OF

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

Thursday, September 2, 1999

Chairman Bill Busbice presiding.

Danny Babin 
Tom Kelly 
Jerald Hanchey 
Tom Gattle

Secretary James Jenkins, Jr. was also present.

Commissioners Glynn Carver and Norman McCall were absent from 
the meeting.

Chairman Busbice called for a motion for approval of the 
August 5, 1999 Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was made 
by Commissioner Babin and seconded by Commissioner Gattle. The 
motion passed with no opposition.

Presentation of Life Saving Awards to Trooper Roy McDonald & 
Sr. Agent Bill Tyree was handled by Major Keith LaCaze. He began 
by introducing Captain George Elliott, Commander of State Police 
Troop E, Trooper First Class Roy McDonald and his wife Monica, Sr. 
Agent Bill Tyree and Captain Poston to the Commission. Then he 
read a report where Trooper McDonald and Sr. Agent Tyree rescued a 
victim from flooded waters on April 4, 1999. Concluding, Major
LaCaze noted Sr. Agent Tyree would be presented the Department's 
Life Saving Award and Trooper McDonald, the Exceptional Bravery 
Award. Chairman Busbice expressed the Commission's appreciation 
for the officer's fine work.

Mr. Tommy Prickett presented the Rule Ratification - Deer 
Management Assistance Program. The DMAP program was initiated in 
the late 1980's with rules being promulgated in 1991. The staff 
felt the regulations needed to be updated, so a Notice of Intent 
was submitted and approved by the Commission. A lot of comments 
have been received on this proposed rule, stated Mr. Prickett. The 
changes made since the 1991 rule included: designating a contact
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person for each club or organization; strongly encouraging the 
clubs to provide keys to help patrol and check properties; DMAP 
tags must be in your possession when attempting to take an 
antlerless deer; clubs will have 48 hours to provide records for 
those clubs that do not have a camp or permanent facility which 
stores those records; and adding a suspension and cancellation 
policy that provides for an administrative hearing. Mr. Prickett 
read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the Resolution. He 
then stated other comments received were on posting of DMAP 
property. The staff and Commission has decided to leave the rule 
as is for the upcoming season, but the rule would be amended prior 
to the next season to say the signs must be posted every 1,000 feet 
along the DMAP boundaries. Chairman Busbice stated DMAP was a good 
program and the new rules are good and fair. He also encouraged 
the DMAP clubs to provide keys or combinations to the Department. 
Commissioner Cattle made a motion to adopt the Resolution. 
Commissioner Babin seconded the motion and it approved with no 
opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Rule is made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

September 2, 1999

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge 
LA, September 2, 1999.

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has 
had the Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP) in 
operation since the 1981-82 hunting season, and

WHEREAS, the popularity of DMAP has continued to grow with 1,408 
cooperators currently enrolled in the program with more 
than 2.6 million acres, and

WHEREAS, the total harvest of deer on lands enrolled in DMAP was 
in excess of 30,000 deer and represented about 15% of the 
statewide harvest, and
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WHEREAS, this program has been a key component to the management 
of deer herds on private lands and an educational tool 
since its inception, and

WHEREAS, the success of this program has been the interaction of 
Department personnel with the landowners and the hunting 
public, and

WHEREAS, rules governing DMAP were established by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in 1991, and

WHEREAS, with any program, evolution requires adjustments to rules 
to ensure the continuance of the program and benefits to 
the user groups, and

WHEREAS, the Wildlife Division is responsible for biological 
aspects of the program while the Enforcement Division is 
responsible for maintaining compliance with rules 
established for DMAP, and

WHEREAS, both Divisions have reviewed existing rules of DMAP and 
a determination has been made that changes are necessary 
to better the program, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached rule for the Deer 
Management Assistance Program is ratified by Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.

Bill A. .Busbice, Jr. , Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission • . Fisheries

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the Notice of Intent published in the May 
1999 Louisiana Register, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, at 
its regular monthly meeting in September does hereby ratify the 
rules and regulations governing the Deer Management Assistance 
Program.

Title 76
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WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part V. Wild Quadrupeds and Wild Birds 

Chapter 1. Wild Quadrupeds

§111. Rules and Regulations for Participation in the Deer 
Management Assistance Program

A. The following rules and regulations shall govern the Deer 
Management Assistance Program

1. Application Procedure

a. Application for enrollment in Deer Management 
Assistance Program (DMAP) must be submitted to the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries annually by September 1.

b . Each application must be accompanied by a legal 
description of lands to be enrolled and a map of the property. 
This information will remain on file in the appropriate regional 
office. The applicant must have under lease or otherwise control 
a minimum of 500 acres of contiguous deer habitat of which up to 
250 acres may be agricultural lands, provided the remainder is in 
forest and/or marsh. Private lands within Wildlife Management Area 
boundaries shall be enrolled in DMAP regardless of size.

c. Each cooperator will be assessed a $25 
enrollment fee and $.05/acre for participation in the program. 
DMAP fees must be paid prior to October 1.

d. An agreement must be completed and signed by 
the official representative of the cooperator and submitted to the 
appropriate regional wildlife office for his approval. This 
agreement must be completed and signed annually.

e. Boundaries of lands enrolled in DMAP shall be 
clearly marked and posted with DMAP signs in compliance with R.S. 
56:110 and LAC 76:V.109. DMAP signs shall be removed if the land 
is no longer enrolled in DMAP.

f. By enrolling in the DMAP, cooperators agree to 
allow Department personnel access to their lands for management 
surveys, investigation of violations and other inspections deemed 
appropriate by the Department. The person listed on the DMAP
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application as the contact person will serve as the liaison between 
the DMAP Cooperator and the Department.

g. Each cooperator that enrolls in DMAP is 
strongly encouraged to provide keys or lock combinations annually 
to the Enforcement Division of the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries for access to main entrances of the DMAP property. 
Provision of keys is voluntary; however, the cooperator's 
compliance will ensure that DMAP enrolled properties will be 
properly and regularly patrolled.

2. Tags

a. A fixed number of special tags will be provided 
by the Department to each cooperator in DMAP to affix to deer taken 
as authorized by the program. These tags shall be used only on 
DMAP lands for which the tags were issued..

b . All antlerless deer taken shall be tagged, 
including those taken during archery season, muzzleloader, and on 
either-sex days of gun season.

c. Each hunter must have a tag in his possession 
while hunting on DMAP land in order to harvest an antlerless deer. 
The tag shall be attached through the hock in such a manner that it 
cannot be removed before the deer is transported. The DMAP tag 
will remain with the deer so long as the deer is kept in the camp 
or field, is in route to the domicile of its possessor, or until it 
has been stored at the domicile of its possessor, or divided at a 
cold storage facility and has become identifiable as food rather 
than as wild game. The DMAP number shall be recorded on the 
possession tag of the deer or any part of the animal when divided 
and properly tagged.

d. All unused tags shall be returned by March 1 to 
the regional wildlife office which issued the tags.

3. Records

a. Cooperators are responsible for keeping 
accurate records on forms provided by the Department for all deer 
harvested on lands enrolled in the program. Mandatory information 
includes tag number, sex of. deer, date of kill and name of person 
taking the deer. Documentation of harvested deer shall be kept
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daily by the Cooperator. Additional information may be requested 
depending on management goals of the cooperator.

b . Information on deer harvested shall be 
submitted by March 1 to the regional wildlife office handling the 
particular cooperator.

c. The Contact person shall provide this 
documentation of harvested deer to the Department upon request. 
Cooperators who do not have a field camp will be given 48 hours to 
provide this requested documentation.

B. Suspension and cancellation of DMAP Cooperators

1. Failure of the cooperator to follow these rules and 
regulations may result in suspension and cancellation of the 
program on those lands involved. Failure to make a good faith 
attempt to follow harvest recommendations may also result in 
suspension and cancellation of the program.

a. Suspension of Cooperator from DMAP - Suspension 
of the Cooperator from DMAP, including forfeiture of unused tags, 
will occur immediately for any misuse of tags, failure to tag any 
antlerless deer, or failure to submit records to the Department for 
examination in a timely fashion. Suspension of the Cooperator, 
including forfeiture of unused tags, may also occur immediately if 
other DMAP rules or wildlife regulations are violated. Upon 
suspension of the Cooperator from DMAP, the Contact Person may 
request an administrative hearing within 10 working days to appeal 
said suspension. Cooperation by the DMAP Cooperator with the 
investigation of the' violation will be taken into account by the 
Department when considering, cancellation of the program following 
a suspension for any of the above listed reasons. The Cooperator 
may be allowed to continue with the program on a probational status 
if, in the judgement of the Department, the facts relevant to a 
suspension do not warrant cancellation.

b. Cancellation of cooperator from DMAP 
Cancellation of a cooperator from DMAP may occur following a guilty 
plea or conviction for a DMAP rule or regulation violation and the 
Cooperator may not be allowed to participate in DMAP for one year 
following the cancellation for such guilty pleas or conviction. 
Upon cancellation of the Cooperator from DMAP, the Contact Person 
may request an administrative hearing within 10 working days to 
appeal said cancellation.

6



(

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 17:204 
(February 1991) , amended LR 25: (September 1999).

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.
Chairman

A Declaration of Emergency - 1999-2000 Waterfowl Season Dates 
and Other Migratory Birds was also handled by Mr. Tommy Prickett. 
Tentative dates were enacted by the Commission at the last meeting. 
The fall flight index is anticipated to be 105 .million birds for 
this year and if the weather turns cold, there should be 
exceptional waterfowl hunting. Mr. Prickett asked the Commission 
to approve a Declaration of Emergency to formalize the waterfowl 
hunting season. • He then read the season dates and limits for 
ducks, coots, mergansers, rails and gallinules. After the last 
meeting, the staff received quite a number of comments from east 
zone hunters requesting an earlier opening for the goose season. 
Commissioner Cattle commented geese arrive early in north Louisiana 
along the Mississippi River and these birds wipe out the 
agricultural crops planted in this area. Also the hunters are 
concerned with the early migration of geese because these birds eat 
all of the available food which leaves nothing for the ducks. He 
then urged the Department and Commission to approve an earlier 
opening. Mr. Prickett then read the east and west zone dates and 
limits for the goose season. Mr. Robert Helm corrected the Youth 
Day for the East Zone to be on January 29 instead of January 30. 
Chairman Busbice asked why could not hunters shoot specklebellies 
during the last three days of the Canada Goose Season? Mr. 
Prickett stated the season framework does not extend to the end of 
that season. Commissioner Babin asked when would the Department 
know if there will be an extension to the goose season? Mr. 
Prickett stated the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has to complete 
an environmental assessment on the Conservation Order which could 
take 18 months. Representative Saxton introduced a bill in 
Congress that could place the Conservation Order in place. It has 
passed the House side and would probably pass the Senate side. If 
the legislation does pass, Mr. Prickett stated the Conservation 
Order would go into effect the day the light goose season closes.

Mr. Carl Gremillion asked if the only change from the last 
meeting was the early opening in the east zone and the three day 
closure for the specklebellies? Then he stated the Wildlife 
Federation and the Baton Rouge Sportsman's League duck calling
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contest would be held on October 23, 1999 at Waddill Refuge on 
Flannery Road.

Mr. Prickett read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the 
Resolution. Commissioner Babin made a motion to accept the 
Resolution and it was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey. The motion 
passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

September 2, 1999.

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission at its regular Commission meeting in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, September 2. 1999.

WHEREAS, public hearings have been held to discuss the status of 
waterfowl, including ducks, coots, and geese in 
Washington D.C., and

WHEREAS, the results of this meeting have been discussed with the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing waterfowl season 
framework have been developed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff 
has presented recommendations for waterfowl including 
season dates, bag limits and shooting hours, and

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for waterfowl within the constraints of the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service framework, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this Commission does hereby adopt 
the attached season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours
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for ducks, geese and coots by Declaration of Emergency, 
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these dates have been forwarded to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as Louisiana's selections 
for ducks, geese and coots.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY -

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provision of R.S. 49:953(B) 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of 
R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts 
the following emergency rule.

The hunting seasons for Ducks, Coots and Geese during the 
1999-2000 hunting season shall be as follows:

SEASON DATES FOR DUCKS, COOTS AND GEESE 

DUCKS AND COOTS:

West Zone: (60 days) Nov. 13i (Sat. )-Nov. 28 (Sun.) (16 days)
Dec. 11 (Sat.) -Jan. 23 (Sun.) (44 days)

East Zone: (60 days) Nov. 13 (Sat.) -Nov. 28 (Sun.) (16 days)
Dec. 11 (Sat.)-Jan. 23 (Sun.) (44 days)

Catahoula Lake Zone:
(60 days) Nov. 13 (Sat.)--Nov. 28 (Sun.) (16 days)

Dec. 11 (Sat.)-Jan. 23 (Sun.) (44 days)

Youth Waterfowl Day -- December 4 in West Zone, January 30 in
East Zone

Daily Bag Limits - The daily bag limit on ducks is 6 and may 
include no more than 4 mallards (no more than 2 of which may be
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females), 3 mottled ducks, 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 1 pintail, 
1 canvasback, 3 scaup and 2 redheads. Daily bag limit on coots is 
15 .

Mergansers - The daily bag limit for mergansers is 5, only 1 
of which may be a hooded merganser. Merganser limits are in 
addition to the daily bag limit for ducks.

Possession Limit - The possession limit on ducks, coots and 
mergansers is twice the daily bag limit.

GEESE:
LIGHT GEESE (SNOW AND BLUE):

East Zone: Oct. 30 (Sat.)-Feb. 13 (Sun.)
Daily bag limit (snow and blue) - 20 
Possession limit (snow and blue) - None

West Zone: Nov. 13 (Sat.)-Feb. 27 (Sun.)
Daily bag limit (snow and blue) - 20 
Possession limit (snow and blue) - None

WHITE-FRONTED (SPECKLE BELLIES):

East Zone: Oct. 30 (Sat.)-Jan. 23 (Sun.)
Daily Bag limit (speckle bellies) - 2 
Possession limit (speckle bellies) - 4

West Zone: Nov. 13 (Sat.)-Feb. 6 (Sun.)
Daily Bag limit (speckle bellies) - 2 
Possession limit (speckle bellies) - 4

During the Canada Goose Season (January 18-January 26) 
the daily bag limit for Canada geese shall be one and 2 
white-fronted geese, EXCEPT during the last 3 days (Jan. 
24-26) in the east zone, when only one Canada goose may 
be taken. Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit.

CANADA GEESE: CLOSED IN THE AREA DESCRIBED BELOW
Jan. 18 (Tues)-Jan. 26 (Wed) 9 days
During the Canada Goose Season, the daily bag limit for 
Canada geese shall be one and 2 white-fronted geese, 
EXCEPT during the last 3 days (Jan. 24-26) in the east 
zone, when only one Canada goose may be taken. 
Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit.

(107 days)

(107 days)

(86 days)

(86 days)
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The Canada Goose Season will be open statewide except for a 
portion of southwest Louisiana. The closed area is described as 
follows:

Beginning at the Texas State Line, proceeding east along 
Highway 82 to the Calcasieu Ship Channel, then north along the 
Calcasieu Ship Channel to its junction with the Intracoastal Canal, 
then east along the Intracoastal Canal to its juncture with La. 
Highway 82, then south along La. Highway 82 to its juncture with 
Parish Road 3147, then south and east along P.arish Road 3147 to 
Freshwater Bayou Canal, then south to the Gulf of Mexico, then west 
along the shoreline of the Gulf of Mexico to the Texas State Line, 
then north to the point of beginning at La. Hwy. 82.

A special permit shall be required to participate in the 
Canada Goose Season. A permit is required of everyone, regardless 
of age, and a non-refundable $5 administrative fee will be charged. 
This permit may be obtained from any District Office.

Return of harvest information requested on permit is 
mandatory. Failure to submit this information to the Department by 
February 15, 2000 will result in the hunter not being allowed to 
participate in the Canada Goose Season the following year.

RAILS: November 13 (Sat.)-January 5 (Wed.) 54 days
KING AND CLAPPER: Daily bag limit 15 in the aggregate, 

Possession 3 0.
SORA AND VIRGINIA: Daily bag and possession 25 in the 

aggregate.

GALLINULES: November 13 (Sat.)-January 5 (Wed.) 54 days
Daily bag limit 15, Possession limit 30

Shooting Hours: one-half hour before sunrise to sunset.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary because the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service establishes the framework for all migratory 
species. In order for Louisiana to provide hunting opportunities 
to the 200,000 sportsmen, selection of season dates, bag limits and 
shooting hours must be established and presented to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service immediately.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours 
will become effective October 25, 1999 and extend through sunset on 
March 20, 2000.
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Bill A. Busbice, Jr.
Chairman

Mr. Prickett then announced manufacturers have developed 
alternative shot types for waterfowl hunting. He then asked Mr. 
Robert Helm to give a list of these types. Mr. Helm stated there 
are 6 shots legal for hunting waterfowl this year. The most common 
are steel shot and Bismuth shot. Final approval has been given for 
the use of Tungsten Iron and Tungsten Polymer made by the Federal 
Cartridge Company. Also temporary approval has been given for the 
use of Tungsten Matrix and Tin Shot. All shots except steel come 
in 10 packs and are relatively similar in cost, ranging from $17 to 
$20. With the new shots available, indications are hunter 
compliance will probably increase.

Commissioner Cattle asked if Mississippi has elected to go 
with the later duck season closure to the end of January for this 
year? Mr. Helm stated he was not sure, but felt they probably 
would go with the later season. Chairman Busbice asked if the 
people in Mississippi were happy with the extended season last 
year? Mr. Helm advised the Commission the Fish and Wildlife 
Service would be conducting a public hearing on the snow goose 
issue. One of these hearings would be held on October 6, 1999 from 
7:00 to 9:30 p.m. in the Louisiana Room.

Chairman Busbice then asked for any Public Comments - 2000 
Turkey Season. Mr. Ivy Cutrer stated he was surprised to learn 
last year's season was shortened by one week. He did not think it 
was fair to have a harvestable population of turkeys but cut the 
season by one week. Mr. Cutrer then asked that the season in the 
Florida parishes be put back like it was for the 1998 season. 
Chairman Busbice stated a lot of the success can depend on Mother 
Nature and the weather.

Rule Ratification - Isles Dernieres Barrier Islands Refuge was
handled by Mr. Brandt Savoie. He began stating the Commission 
adopted a Resolution and Notice of Intent to establish the Refuge 
and a Declaration of Emergency for interim rules. Mr. Savoie asked 
the Commission for a motion to adopt the permanent rule. There 
were no comments received during the process on the issue. 
Commissioner Babin made a motion to ratify the rule. Commissioner 
Hanchey seconded the motion and it passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Rule is made a 
part of the record.)

12



RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby adopt 
regulations for the Isles Dernieres Barrier Islands Refuge.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

Part III. State Game and Fish Preserves and Sanctuaries 

Chapter 3. Particular Game and Fish Preserves and Commission 

§331. Isles Dernieres Barrier Islands Refuge

A. Regulations for Isles Dernieres Barrier Islands Refuge 
1. Regulations for Wine Island, East Island, Whiskey 

Island, and Raccoon Island

a. Public access by any means to the exposed land
areas, wetlands and interior waterways of these islands is 
prohibited. Requests to access exposed-land areas, wetlands and 
interior waterways shall be considered on a case-by-case basis and 
may be permitted by the Secretary or his designee in the interest 
of conducting research on fauna and flora, of advancing educational 
pursuits related, to barrier islands, or of planning and
implementing island restoration projects.

b. Disturbing, injuring, collecting, or attempting 
to disturb, injure, or collect any flora, fauna, or other property 
is prohibited, unless expressly permitted in writing by the 
Secretary or his designee for the uses provided for in paragraph 
1.a . above.

c. Boat traffic is allowed adjacent to the islands 
in the open waters of the Gulf and bays; however, boat traffic is 
prohibited in waterways extending into the interior of the islands 
or within any land-locked open waters or wetlands of the islands.

d. Fishing from boats along the shore and wade 
fishing in the surf areas of the islands is allowed.
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e . Littering on the islands or in Louisiana waters 
or wetlands is prohibited.

f. Proposals to conduct oil and gas activities, 
including seismic exploration, shall be considered on a case-by- 
case basis and may be permitted by the Secretary or his designee, 
consistent with provisions of the Act of Donation executed by the 
Louisiana Land and Exploration Company on July 24, 1997.

2. Regulations for Trinity Island

a. Public access is allowed in a designated public 
use area. An area approximately 3,000 linear feet by 500 linear 
feet is designated as a public use area, the boundaries of which 
will be marked and maintained by the Department. The designated 
public use area shall extend westward from the western boundary of 
the servitude area reserved by Louisiana Land and Exploration 
Company in the Act of Donation a distance of approximately 3,000 
linear feet and northward from the southern shoreline within this 
area by a distance of approximately 500 linear feet. Public 
recreation such as bird-watching, picnicking, fishing and overnight 
camping is allowed in this area. Travel on or across this area 
shall be limited to foot or bicycle traffic only. No use of all- 
terrain vehicles or other vehicles powered by internal combustion 
engines or electric motors shall be allowed.

b. Public access to all exposed land areas of 
Trinity Island, other than the public use area, is prohibited. 
Requests to access these exposed land areas shall be considered on 
a case-by-case basis and may be permitted by the Secretary or his 
designee in the interest of conducting research on fauna and flora, 
of advancing educational pursuits related to barrier islands or of 
planning and implementing island restoration projects.

c. Disturbing, injuring, collecting, or attempting 
to disturb, injure",' or collect any flora, fauna, or other property 
is prohibited, unless expressly permitted in writing by the 
Secretary or his designee for the uses provided for in paragraph 
2.b . above.

d. Any member of the public utilizing the 
designated public use area shall be required to have a portable 
waste disposal container to collect all human wastes and to remove 
same upon leaving the island. Discharge of human wastes, including
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that within the .disposal container, onto the island or into 
Louisiana waters or wetlands is prohibited.

e. Littering on the island or in Louisiana waters 
or wetlands is prohibited.

f. Carrying, possessing, or discharging firearms, 
fireworks, or explosives in the designated public use area is 
prohibited.

g. Boat traffic is allowed adjacent to the island 
in open waters of the Gulf and bays and within the man-made canal 
commonly known as California Canal for its entire length to its 
terminus at the bulkhead on the western end of the canal. No boat 
traffic is allowed in other man-made or natural waterways extending 
into the interior of the island or in any land-locked open waters 
or wetlands of the island.

h. Fishing from boats or wade fishing in the surf 
areas of the island is allowed.

i. Houseboats may be moored in designated areas 
along the California Canal. An annual permit shall be required to 
moor a houseboat in the canal. The required permit may be obtained 
from the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries New Iberia Office.

j . Proposals to conduct oil and gas activities, 
including seismic exploration, shall be considered on a case-by
case basis and may be permitted by the Secretary or his designee, 
consistent with provisions of the Act of Donation executed by the 
Louisiana Land and Exploration Company on July 24, 1997.

B. Violation of any provision of these regulations shall be 
considered a Class Two Violation, as described in R.S. 56:115 (D), 
56:764, and 56:787.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6(18), 
R.S. 56:109, and R.S. 56:781 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 25: (September 
1999) .

§321. Terrebonne Barrier Islands Refuge

Repealed.
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AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6(18),
R.S. 56:761 and R.S. 56:785.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 19:910 (July 
1993), repealed LR 25: (September 1999) .

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.
Chairman

A Declaration of Emergency for the Fur Harvest Season began 
with Mr. Brandt Savoie introducing Mr. Greg Linscombe and stating 
he would provide background information on last year's season. Mr. 
Linscombe stated he provided a packet of harvest information. 
Comparing 1998-991s harvest with the 1997-98, there was a dramatic 
drop in total harvest especially with nutria. These drops in 
harvest are a result of average prices dropping from $5.17 in 1997- 
98 to $2.70 for this past year. The collapse of the Russian 
economy is the reason for the nutria price reduction, stated Mr. 
Linscombe. A damage survey was flown during the spring of 1999, 
and in the Barataria-Terrebonne Basin, visible damage amounted to 
approximately 80,000-100,000 acres. Other information provided was 
on the raccoon harvest and how the harvest of these animals have 
prevented other problems with other animals. The beaver harvest 
has been successful which was a direct result of marketing 
activities by the Fur & Alligator Advisory Council. The Council 
has invited buyers from Mainland China to clear out the inventory 
of furs in Louisiana. Other activities by the Council included 
stepping up educational activities with the Information & Education 
Division and the Trappers Association. Chairman Busbice asked if 
there is a decline in the number of trappers? Mr. Linscombe stated 
the pattern in Louisiana is similar to those in other states, but 
if there is a potential for an increase in price, there may be an 
increase in the number of licenses sold. One problem that may 
develop in future years is the knowledge of trapping muskrats with 
these trappers being in their 701 s right now. Chairman Busbice 
asked if children are being taught how to trap and skin and where 
to market and sell the furs. The Louisiana Trappers Association 
has a booklet available and they would like to see the 4-H programs 
in the schools geared up again. Chairman Busbice asked, with the 
increase in alligator population, was there anything the Commission 
could do to increase the harvest. Mr. Phil Bowman stated staff has 
conducted marsh type mapping and this shows the quality of the 
alligator habitat and also impacts the number of tags to be issued. 
The 1997 map was used for the first time this year and this has 
allowed an increase in the number of tags issued. Also, a bonus
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tag program was initiated this year for the harvest of alligators 
under 6 feet in length. Then Mr. Bowman stated the Louisiana 
Legislature passed a Resolution establishing the Louisiana 
Alligator Task Force. One of the issues to be discussed is the 17 
percent return and the structure portion of the industry. The Task 
Force will be meeting at Rockefeller Refuge to discuss this issue 
during September. Commissioner Gattle stated beavers and nutria 
are a nuisance. He then asked if bounties or subsidies have been 
considered to encourage the taking of these animals. Mr. Linscombe 
stated bounties have not been very successful when working alone. 
But an incentive payment through the meat market has been developed 
for nutria. Commissioner Gattle stated a better word would 
probably be subsidize. Mr. Linscombe stated the problems with 
beavers are being reflected throughout the eastern United States. 
Damage in the southeast states is estimated to be $100 million 
annually and timber damage for Louisiana alone is approximately $14 
million. Mr. Linscombe stated incentive payments have been looked 
at for a long time, but something that will get trappers working 
again is something to pursue. Chairman Busbice stated he sees a 
lot of beavers, alligators and other animals and one day the public 
is going to want to know why the Commission has hot done anything. 
Mr. Savoie stated the 1999-2000 season would run from November 20, 
1999 through the end of March 2000. He then read the Therefore Be 
It Resolved portion of the Resolution. Commissioner Gattle made a 
motion accepting the Resolution. Commissioner Kelly seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously.

(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

1999-2000 Fur Trapping Season 
adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:259(A) authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission to set the open season for the taking of 
nongame quadrupeds and allows the Commission to extend, 
curtail or prohibit trapping in any area of the state 
each year, and
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WHEREAS, R.S. 49:953(B) and R.S. 49:967(D) of the Administrative 
Procedure Act, allows the Commission to use emergency 
provisions to set seasons, and

WHEREAS, Louisiana has historically lead the nation in the 
production of wild fur with value to the trappers as high 
as $24 million in some seasons, and

WHEREAS, the harvest of this renewable resource is important in 
providing supplemental income to citizens of the state 
while furnishing an essential management tool to reduce 
nuisance wildlife problems, property damage, the impact 
of prey species, the incident of density dependent 
disease and provide a measure of population health and 
general condition, and

WHEREAS, regulated trapping provides the only practical control of 
muskrat and nutria populations, an essential part of any 
effort to protect or enhance coastal wetlands. The role 
of such trapping cannot be overstated because of the rate 
of wetland loss and the impact that these wetland grazers 
are having in southeastern parishes, and

WHEREAS, the increased commercial harvest of beaver can play a 
major role in assisting in the reduction of damage to 
timber, agriculture, drainage, and wildlife habitat, and

WHEREAS, historical and current information collected by the 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries have indicated that 
the optimum time frame for the harvest of furbearers is 
between November and March each year, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
does hereby ,set the 1999-2000 fur harvest season, 
statewide from November 20, 1999 through March 31, 2000.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 
hereby grant authority to the Secretary of the Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries to extend or shorten the 
trapping season in any area of the state.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 
1999-2000 fur harvest season is attached to and made a 
part of this resolution.
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Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman 
Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary- 
Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

In accordance with the provisions of R.S. 56:259 (A) which 
authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to set the open 
season for the taking of non-game quadrupeds and allows the 
commission to extend, curtail or prohibit trapping in any area of 
the state each year and in accordance with emergency provisions of 
R.S. 49:953(B) and R.S. 49:967(D) of the Administrative Procedure 
Act, which allows the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
to use emergency provisions to set seasons, the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission does hereby set the 1999-2000 fur harvest 
season, statewide from November 20, 1999 through March 31, 2000. 
The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby also authorize 
the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to extend 
or shorten the adopted season.

A , Notice of Intent for Freshwater Harvest of Mullet was
presented by Mr. Gary Tilyou. During the 1999 Legislative Session, 
Senator Landry was successful in passing a law to allow the 
freshwater take of mullet using hoop nets. The law states the 
Commission shall adopt rules and regulations to govern the harvest. 
This proposed rule will not affect the saltwater regulations 
already in effect. Mr. Tilyou then went through the recreational 
and commercial regulations for the harvest of mullet. Chairman 
Busbice asked if this was a Notice of Intent? Mr. Tilyou answered 
yes. Commissioner Babin made a motion to accept the Notice of 
Intent and it was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey. The motion 
passed with no opposition.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr. 
Chairman

(The full text of the Notice of 
Intent is made a part of the 
record.)

NOTICE OF INTENT
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Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby advertises its 
intent to adopt the following rule on the harvest of mullet.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing 

§193. Freshwater Harvest of Mullet

A. Recreational Limits. The daily take and possession limit• 
for the recreational harvest of mullet shall be 100 pounds per 
person per day. No person shall take or possess mullet in excess 
of 100 pounds per day, except for legally licensed commercial 
fishermen. No person shall sell, barter, trade or exchange or 
attempt to sell, barter, trade or ,exchange mullet taken or 
possessed recreationally.

B. Commercial; freshwater areas. The following provisions 
govern the commercial taking of mullet with hoop nets in the 
freshwater areas of the state:

1. Mullet caught in the freshwater areas of the state 
shall not be possessed by commercial fishermen in the saltwater 
areas of the state.

2. There shall be no lead nets on hoop nets used for 
the fishing of mullet.

3. No person shall take or possess mullet from hoop 
nets between the hours of official sunset and official sunrise.

4. No mullet shall be possessed on the water in the 
freshwater areas of the state between the hours of official sunset 
and official sunrise.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
56:6(25) (a), R.S. 56:325.1.A {1) and R.S. 56:333.1.
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HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 25: .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and 
the final Rule, including, but not limited to, the filing of the 
fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the Notice of 
Intent and final Rule and the preparation of reports and 
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit written comments of the proposed 
rule to Mr. Bennie Fontenot, Administrator, Inland Fisheries 
Division, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton 
Rouge, LA 70898, no later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, November 8, 1999.

In accordance with Act #1183 of 1999, the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 
Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have,no impact on the
six criteria set out at R.S. 4'9 :972 (B) .

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.
Chairman

Mr. Gary Tilyou also handled the next item, a Notice of Intent 
Black Bass Regulations - Removal of Slot Limit in Lake 

Bartholomew. Lake Bartholomew is one of the original quality lakes 
established in 1991. Mr. Tilyou then introduced Mr. Mike Wood who 
would talk about Lake Bartholomew. The lake is only 800 acres in 
size and it had the potential for intensive bass management, began 
Mr. Wood. Florida bass were stocked, a gill net ban was 
implemented to protect the large bass and also a 14 to 17 inch slot 
limit was implemented. Questions are being asked now as to why 
this program was not working. The staff has guessed it could be 
the Florida bass did "not take or there could be an increase in the 
spotted gar population. Mr. Wood stated they have not been 
successful in getting the results they wanted for the lake. He 
then asked that the slot limit be removed from Lake Bartholomew. 
Chairman Busbice asked if garfish was a predator fish and was there 
anything that could be done to remove some of them? Mr. Tilyou 
asked the Commission to adopt the Notice of Intent. Commissioner 
Gattle asked if the only change was with Lake Bartholomew? 
Commissioner Babin stated this was a Notice of Intent to remove 
Lake Bartholomew from trophy status. Mr. Tilyou added the lake
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would fall under the normal statewide regulations of 10 fish per 
day per person with no size limit. Commissioner Kelly made a 
motion to accept the Notice of Intent. Commissioner Cattle 
seconded the motion and it passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Notice of 
Intent is made a part of the 
record.)

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby advertises its 
intent to amend the following rule on black bass (Microptems spp.) 
on Lake Bartholomew, located in Morehouse and Ouachita Parishes, 
Louisiana.

Title 76

Wildlife and Fisheries 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing 

§149♦ Black Bass Regulations-Daily Take and Size Limits

A. The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission establishes a 
statewide daily take (creel limit) of 10 fish for black bass 
(Micropterus spp.). The possession limit shall be the same as the 
daily take on water and twice the daily take off water.

B . In addition, the Commission establishes special size and 
daily take regulations for black bass on the following water 
bodies:

1. Concordia Lake (Concordia Parish), and Caney Creek 
Reservoir (Jackson Parish):

a. Size limit: 15 inch - 19 inch slot. A 15 - 19 
inch slot limit means that it is illegal to keep or possess a black 
bass whose maximum total length is between 15 inches and 19 inches, 
both measurements inclusive.
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b . Daily take: eight fish of which no more than
two fish may exceed 19 inches maximum total length.*

c. Possession limit:

i. On water - Same as daily take.
ii. Off water - Twice the daily take.

2. Lake Bartholomew— (Morehouse and-Quachita parishes), 
Black Bayou Lake (Bossier Parish), Chicot Lake (Evangeline Parish), 
Cross Lake (Caddo Parish), John K. Kelly-Grand Bayou Reservoir (Red 
River Parish), Lake Rodemacher (Rapides Parish) and Vernon Lake 
(Vernon Parish):

a. Size Limit: 14 inch - 17 inch slot. A 14 - 17
inch slot limit means that it is illegal to keep or possess a black 
bass whose maximum total length is between 14 inches and 17 inches, 
both measurements inclusive.

b. Daily Take: eight fish of which no more than
four fish may exceed 17 inches maximum total length.*

c. Possession limit:

i. On water - Same as daily take.
ii. Off water - Twice the daily take.

3. False River (Pointe Coupee Parish)

a. Size limit: 14 inch minimum size limit.

b . Daily Take: 5 fish.

c. Possession limit:

i. On water - Same as daily take.
ii. Off water - Twice the daily take.

*Maximum total length - The distance in a straight line from 
the tip of the snout to the most posterior point of the depressed 
caudal fin as measured with mouth closed on a flat surface.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6
(25)(a), R.S. 56:325(C), R.S. 56:326.3.
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HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 14:364 (June 
1988), amended LR 17:278 (March 1991) , repromulgated LR 17:488 (May 
1991), amended LR 17:1122 (November 1991), LR 20:796 (July 1994), 
LR 23:1168 (September 1997), LR 24:505 (March 1998), LR 25:

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and 
the final Rule, including, but not limited to, the filing of the 
fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the Notice of 
Intent and final Rule and the preparation of reports and 
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit written comments on the proposed 
rule to Mike Wood, Biologist Supervisor, Inland Fisheries Division, 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 368 Century Drive, Monroe, LA 
71211, no later than 4:30 p .m., Monday, November 8, 1999.

\
In accordance with Act #1183 of 1999, the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 
Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will, have no impact on the 
six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.
Chairman

Declaration of Emergency - Commercial King Mackerel Season was
given by Mrs.Karen Foote.- The National Marine Fisheries Service 
has determined the quota for the western zone commercial harvest 
for king mackerel has been met and closed their season on August 
25, 1999. They have asked the Department to close the state waters 
as well. The closure would become effective at 12:01 a.m., on 
Monday, September 6, 1999, stated Mrs. Foote. Commissioner Cattle 
asked what was the total allowable catch for king mackerel? Mrs. 
Foote stated the total was 10.9 million pounds and was divided 
between commercial and recreational. Commissioner Cattle asked 
what was the recreational quota? He then asked if the season was 
being closed now until July 1, 2000? Mrs. Foote stated the fishing 
year for commercial was July 1 until the quota has been met. Then 
she read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the Resolution. 
Commissioner Babin made a motion accepting the Resolution and it 
was seconded by Commissioner Kelly. The motion passed with no 
opposition.
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(The full text of the Resolution and 
Declaration of Emergency is made a 
part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

1999 COMMERCIAL KING MACKEREL SEASONS 
September 2, 1999

WHEREAS, the king mackerel fishery in the Gulf of Mexico off the 
coast of Louisiana is cooperatively managed by the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) with advice from the Gulf of 
Mexico Fishery Management Council (Gulf Council), and

WHEREAS, regulations promulgated by NMFS are applicable in waters 
of the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the U.S., which 
in Louisiana is generally three miles offshore, and

WHEREAS, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has received a 
request from NMFS requesting consistent regulations in 
Louisiana state waters, and

WHEREAS, consistent regulations within both Federal and State 
jurisdictions are preferable as they assist in 
enforcement of fishery rules, and

WHEREAS, the 1999 commercial king mackerel fishery in EEZ waters 
adjacent to Louisiana closed on August 25, 1999, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 49:953(B) and R.S. 49:967 allow the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures to set 
finfi'sh seasons, and

WHEREAS, both R.S. 56:6(25)(a) and R.S. 56:326.3 provide that the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission may set seasons for 
saltwater finfish,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commission closes the 1999 
commercial king mackerel season at 12:01 a .m., September 
6, 1999, and, that the season shall remain closed until 
12:01 a.m. on July 1, 2000.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Commission authorizes the
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Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to 
open an additional commercial king mackerel season in 
Louisiana state waters if he is informed that National 
Marine Fisheries Service has opened an additional season 
and to close such season when he is informed that the 
commercial king mackerel quota for the western Gulf of 
Mexico has been filled, or is projected to be filled, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife.and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all 
necessary steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate 
and effectuate this Declaration of Emergency.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 1999 
commercial king mackerel season in Louisiana state waters 
is attached to and made a part of this resolution.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr. James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
Wildlife and Fisheries Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The king mackerel fishery in the Gulf of Mexico is 
cooperatively managed by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, the 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), and the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) with advice from the Gulf of Mexico 
Fishery Management Council (Gulf Council). Regulations promulgated 
by NMFS are -applicable in waters of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ) of the U.S., which in Louisiana is generally three miles 
offshore. Rules were recently established by NMFS to close the 
commercial harvest seasons for king mackerel in the EEZ off of 
Louisiana, and NMFS and the Gulf Council requested that consistent 
regulations be established in Louisiana waters. NMFS typically 
requests consistent regulations in order to enhance the 
effectiveness and enforceability of regulations for EEZ waters.

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (B), 
the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:967 which allows the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures to 
set finfish seasons, R.S. 56:6 (25) (a) and R.S. 56:326.3 which
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provide that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission may set seasons 
for saltwater finfish, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
sets the following seasons for commercial harvest of king mackerel 
in Louisiana state waters:

The season for the commercial fishery for king mackerel in 
Louisiana state waters will close at 12:01 a.m., September 6, 1999; 
the season shall remain closed until 12:01 a.m. on July 1, 2000.

The Commission also grants authority to the Secretary of the 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to open an additional 
commercial king mackerel season in Louisiana state waters if he is 
informed by the Regional Director of the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) that the season dates for the commercial harvest of 
king mackerel in the federal waters of the western Gulf of Mexico 
as set out herein have been modified, and that the Regional 
Director of NMFS requests that the season be modified in Louisiana 
state waters and to close such season when he is informed that the 
commercial king mackerel quota for the western Gulf of Mexico has 
been filled, or is projected to be filled.

Nothing herein shall preclude the legal harvest of king 
mackerel by legally licensed recreational fishermen. Effective 
with any closure, no person shall commercially harvest, transport, 
purchase, barter, trade, sell or attempt to purchase, barter, trade 
or sell king mackerel. Effective with the closure, no person shall 
possess king mackerel in excess of a daily bag limit. Provided, 
however, that fish in excess of the daily bag limit which were 
legally taken prior to the closure may be purchased, possessed, 
transported, and sold by a licensed wholesale/retail dealer if 
appropriate records in accordance with R.S. 56:306.5 are properly 
maintained, and those other than wholesale/retail dealers may 
purchase such fish in excess of the daily bag limit from 
wholesale/retail dealers for their own use or for sale by a 
restaurant as prepared fish.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.
Chairman

Chairman Busbice asked if the Commission acted on red snapper 
at the last meeting? Mrs. Foote stated the Secretary was given the 
authority to close the recreational red snapper season and it was 
closed on August 29, 1999.
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A Declaration of Emergency to Establish Daily Sack Limit on 
Louisiana Oyster Public Seed Grounds East of Mississippi River was
the next agenda item. Ms. Catherine Blades, Seafood Promotion and 
Marketing Board, stated the Oyster Task Force falls under its 
organizational chart. A survey was sent out to 1,000 participants 
on this subject, and as of August 31, 96 responses were received. 
Sixty-five were in favor of the limit and 31 against. Two 
additional letters were received in favor of the limit and one was 
opposed. Chairman Busbice asked if additional responses would be 
received? Ms. Blades stated she expected to receive more 
responses.

Mr. John Tesvich, Plaquemines Oyster Association, stated this 
issue was brought before the Commission at the last meeting. He 
then reported, from the survey, an overwhelming majority of the 
people are in support of establishing the sack limit. The 
successful benefits from the proposal would include: 1) reducing 
the harvesting pressure during the hot months; 2) reducing the glut 
of oysters that occurs when the oyster season is open; 3) helping 
increase compliance with the 3 inch law; 4) helping preserve a 
better resource during the winter months; and 5) helping make the 
oyster industry more competitive with neighboring states. Then Mr. 
Tesvich stated the survey question was open ended, it did not 
stipulate the proposal was only for a 2 month period. He added 
that people opposed to the idea were actually for the proposal when 
told it was only for a 2 month period..

Chairman Busbice asked who put out the questionnaire? Mr. 
Tesvich stated the Oyster Task Force sent it out. Commissioner 
Babin felt the 96 responses out of 1,000 was poor and it did not 
seem to him that 6.5 percent was an overwhelming support. Chairman 
Busbice stated more results- were needed to make a rule change of 
this size. Then he added he does not have a feel for this proposal 
because of the quickness and movement of those in favor. Mr. 
Tesvich stated the Oyster Task Force represents wide interest in 
the State and they did deliberate this issue. The 75 sack limit 
does not affect a great number of people, because the average take 
is not much more than that, stated Mr. Tesvich. He stated the 
major problem with the proposal is the people do not want to set a 
precedent of taking an active management of the resource. 
Commissioner Kelly asked what percent of the total harvest will 
this amount to for these 2 months? Mr. Ron Dugas stated 2.3 
million sacks are harvested, with 50 percent from the public 
grounds and the other 50 percent from leased areas. Production 
across a 12 month period shows September and October are the top 2
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months. November ranks as the 12th month for production. 
Commissioner Kelly asked what impact will this proposal have on the 
entire state as far as price is concerned? Mr. Tesvich stated a 
limit will not affect sales nor production, but will allow the 
boats to work more days. Commissioner Babin asked why should the 
Commission impose a new law on a small group of oyster fishermen 
when they should be imposing it on themselves? Mr. Tesvich stated 
this was a public resource and the fishermen's attitude is "if I 
don't get it today, somebody else will get it", and this creates a 
frenzy. Chairman Busbice asked if he thought this attitude affects 
the resource? Mr. Tesvich asked the Commission to try this 
proposal for this year and see if it works. Commissioner Babin 
stated the commercial industry needs to get away from that attitude 
and try to be stewards of the resource and manage themselves. 
Again he stated he does not feel 6 percent is an overwhelming 
support. The problem, according to Commissioner Babin, was that 
only 10 percent participated. Chairman Busbice asked Mr. Don 
Puckett how the Commission should handle a public resolution. Mr. 
Puckett stated the resolution was drafted by Mr. Tesvich and not by 
the staff. But if the Commission was to impose the limit, a Notice 
of Intent would be required. Commissioner Babin stated a Notice of 
Intent would take 120 days for ratification and this makes it a 
mute issue. Then he added, this could be presented around April of 
next year for consideration during the 2000 oyster season. 
Chairman Busbice suggested getting a higher percent of responses to 
the survey and possibly getting industry people to write the 
Commission and let them know how they feel.

National Hunting & Fishing Day Proclamation was handled by Ms. 
Marianne Burke. The Proclamation would officially set September 
25, 1999 as National Hunting and Fishing Day across the State. 
This is the 28th year for the National Event which recognizes the 
hunters and fishermen who contribute billions of dollars towards 
the activities. Louisiana traditionally has 4 sites, Monroe, 
Minden, Baton Rouge and Natchitoches. Two new sites are being 
added this year in Slidell and Woodworth. Ms. Burke stated this 
is the biggest and most positive public relation event this 
Department can have. She added this program requires a lot of work 
and planning to make it a success and extending the event across 
the state may not be a feasible idea. The Commission's request to 
expand the event to include all areas of the State would possibly 
dilute the sites that are already successes, stated Ms. Burke. 
Chairman Busbice stated he has heard the Monroe event was very 
successful. Then he asked about the Morgan City-Houma area. Ms. 
Burke stated some people have traveled to the Baton Rouge event
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from the Morgan City area. Commissioner Cattle asked if promoting 
the event was handled through the district offices and are they 
having trouble finding volunteers? Ms. Burke again emphasized the 
possibility of diluting those locations that are already set. She 
then stated Louisiana has been recognized by the National Sports 
Shooting Foundation as one of the best states in celebrating this 
day. Chairman Busbice again stated the Morgan City-Houma area 
would be a good site. Commissioner Cattle stated this celebration 
was a benefit to the Department and he appreciated the effort made 
to promote the event. Ms. Burke read the Therefore Be It Resolved 
portion of the Proclamation. Commissioner Kelly made a motion to 
approve the Proclamation and it was seconded by Commissioner
Hanchey. The motion passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Proclamation 
is made a part of the record.)

■ PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, Louisianians are blessed with an abundance and diversity 
of game, fish and seafood that hunters, fishers and 
commercial industries have long/ appreciated and 
recognized the need to conserve; and

WHEREAS, revenues raised by sportsmen and commercial industries 
have successfully returned some animal species that faced 
extinction or were threatened or endangered by 
environmental conditions often imposed by people to 
healthy populations; and

WHEREAS, hunters and anglers have a long history of contributing 
to conservation efforts statewide and nationwide, 
contributing more than $12 billion to conservation 
programs during the past half century through license 
fees and self-imposed excise taxes; and

WHEREAS, a recent survey by the U.S. Department of the Interior's 
Fish and Wildlife Service indicated that 41 percent of 
all Louisianians participate in some type of fish or 
wildlife-related activity; and

WHEREAS, latest estimates indicate that the total economic impact 
of recreational fishing and wildlife-related activities 
in Louisiana, including hunting and non-consumptive 
usage, is almost $3 billion and that Louisianians
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directly spend $1.4 billion on hunting and other 
wildlife-associated recreation; and

WHEREAS, Louisiana residents have spent $24.1 million on fishing 
and hunting licenses during the last three years; and

WHEREAS, the state's warm Gulf waters and fertile estuarine 
systems are home to more than 100 commercially valuable 
seafood species, making Louisiana's marine fisheries one 
of the most important in the nation with more than 1.1 
billion pounds landed annually for a dockside value of 
approximately $292 million, with more than 30,000 people 
directly and indirectly employed in harvesting, 
processing, wholesaling and distribution of Louisiana 
seafood;

THEREFORE I, Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman of the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission for the State of Louisiana, on the 
2nd day of September 1999, hereby proclaim Saturday, 
September 25, 1999 as the

15th ANNUAL
LOUISIANA NATIONAL HUNTING AND FISHING DAY

throughout the state of Louisiana in recognition of the 
economic contributions of the hunting and fishing 
industry and in acknowledgment of the sport enjoyed by so 
many of our citizens.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

Chairman Busbice asked Ms. Nancy Hunter for an updated Report 
on Civil Restitution and how were the collections coming along? 
Ms. Hunter stated since the Division of Administrative Law was 
conducting hearings now, the responses have been excellent. A new 
set of policies and procedures on how to collect past due accounts 
has recently been developed. Also, past due notices were mailed 
out in July. An attorney has recently been contracted to handle 
the collection of past due accounts. Commissioner Cattle asked if 
the contract attorney was working well? Ms. Hunter stated, he has 
not been given any cases as of yet. Commissioner Cattle asked Mr. 
Don Puckett if there was a statue of limitation on the amount of 
time to collect Civil Restitution? Mr. Puckett stated it is one
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year from the date of offense. Commissioner Cattle asked about the 
aged violations dating back to 1993 and whether there was a need to 
try to collect for violations past the statue of limitations? Then 
he stated hopefully point of sale could be used to flag violators 
that owes fines. Commissioner Cattle asked if this could be done 
legally beyond one year's time? Mr. Puckett answered yes. 
Commissioner Babin asked if the attorney was being paid on a 
contingency basis? Mr. Puckett stated the Supreme Court ruled no 
state agency could hire an attorney on a contingency basis unless 
it was specifically set out in statute. The attorney will be paid 
on an hourly basis with the assurance he will not be paid more than 
that collected under a contingency contract. Commissioner Babin 
felt it was not feasible to worry with restitutions dating further 
back than August 1998. Mr. Puckett felt the Department would not 
use attorney hours on accounts that were not -legally collectible or 
are poor risks. Commissioner Cattle asked if unpaid balances for 
Civil Restitution could be flagged if an individual would try to 
purchase a license through point of sales? Mr. Puckett stated yes, 
an individuals license could be suspended or revoked until the debt 
was paid. Commissioner Babin asked if the final figure affects the 
budget? Secretary Jenkins answered no. Chairman Busbice commented 
there has been a higher percentage of money collected over the last 
two years and he knew that the Department was working on the 
problem. Secretary Jenkins stated collections was always the 
problem and now with the contract attorney, there is a means of 
collecting these fines.

The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for August was given by 
Major Keith LaCaze. The following numbers of citations and 
warnings were issued during the month of August.

Region I - Minden - 130 citations and 113 warnings.

Region II - Monroe - 88 citations and 24 warnings.

Region III - Alexandria - 105 citations and 43 warnings.

Region IV - Ferriday - 89 citations and 14 warnings.

Region V - Lake Charles - 286 citations and 37 warnings.

Region VI - Opelousas - 216 citations and 26 warnings.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 198 citations and 58 warnings.
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Region VIII - New Orleans - 238 citations and 17 warnings.

Region IX - Thibodaux - 285 citations and 39 warnings.

Statewide Strike Force - 42 citations and 4 warnings.

Seafood Investigation Unit - 27 citations.

Oyster Strike Force - 45 citations.

SWEP - 17 citations.

The grand total of citations issued statewide for the month of 
August was 1,635. Also there were 368 warning citations issued for 
the month. Commissioner Babin asked if the written warning system 
was going as well as anticipated? .Major LaCaze stated yes. 
Chairman Busbice asked why the number of citations written in the 
Monroe District was low the past three months? Major LaCaze stated 
the parishes in the district are primarily farmland and not a lot 
of boating activities occurs there. Chairman Busbice asked if this 
has historically occurred? Major LaCaze stated yes, and he added 
the same holds true for Region IV.

The aviation report for August 1999 showed enforcement pilots 
flew three airplanes a total of. 125.4 hours for enforcement and 
16.5 hours for other divisions. Also 21 citations were issued.

Major LaCaze then stated copies of publications from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service were being provided to the Commission for 
their information. The first was entitled "What Hunters Need to 
Know" and includes changes made for the migratory bird season. The 
other publication pertains to dove hunting and baiting and 
waterfowl baiting regulations. He then read highlights from each 
of the regulations. Commissioner Cattle asked about mowing and 
flooding a wheat field and how this would affect dove and duck 
hunting. Commissioner Babin stated hunters need to know the rules 
due to an increase in the maximum penalty for illegal activities. 
Chairman Busbice asked about hunting over millet for duck hunting. 
Then he asked when did the new rules from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service become available? Major LaCaze stated they have 
been out since early summer. Chairman Busbice asked the press to 
help get the word to the public on these changes.

Chairman Busbice then asked if there were any Public Comments. 
Mr. Tommy Prickett stated the public dove hunting program began a
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few years ago and has proven to be extremely popular. The precept 
of the program involves looking for fields with a dove population, 
contacting the landowner and offering to pay him cash to lease the 
field for one day. Eight fields totaling 3174 acres was available 
for this year. A $10 fee would be charged for each hunter 16 years 
of age and over. The fields will be located in Ouachita, 
Tangipahoa, Natchitoches, West Baton Rouge, Jefferson Davis and 
Beauregard Parishes.

Then Mr. Prickett noted the Upland Game staff has produced two 
small publications over the last year. The first was to inform the 
public on Wildlife Habitat Conservation Programs through the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. The second brochure was on the small 
game and waterfowl opportunities on the wildlife management areas. 
He commended the staff for taking the initiative to put the 
publications together.

Mr. Craig Lamendola stated the phone sales for licenses began 
September 1st and there were 50 licenses sold. Chairman Busbice 
asked Mr. Lamendola to provide an update at the next meeting. 
Commissioner Gattle asked if this service would be available 7 days 
a week, 24 hours a day and was this for residents and non
residents? Mr. Lamendola answered yes, everything is available 
except for the Federal Duck Stamp.

After several minutes of discussion, the Commissioners agreed 
to hold the January 2000 Meeting on Thursday, January 6, 2000 
beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the Baton Rouge Headquarters.

There being no further business, Commissioner Kelly made a 
motion to Adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Commissioner 
Babin.

James H. Jenkins, Jr. 
Secretary

JHJ:sch
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COMMISSION MEETING 
ROLL CALL

Thursday, September 2, 1999 
Baton Rouge, LA 

Wildlife & Fisheries Building

Bill Busbice (Chairman)

Tom Kelly

Daniel Babin

Glynn Carver

Tom Gattle

Jerald Hanchey

Norman McCall

Attended

✓ r

x/

z

Absent

v/

1/

Mr. Chairman:

There are Commissioners in attendance and we have a quorum.

Secretary Jenkins is also present.



A G E N D A

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
BATON ROUGE, LA 

September 2, 1999 
10:00 AM

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of August 5, 1999

3. Presentation of Life Saving Awards to Trooper Roy 
McDonald & Sr. Agent Bill Tyree - Keith LaCaze

4. Rule Ratification - Deer Management Assistance Program - 
Tommy Prickett

5. Declaration of Emergency - 1999-2000 Waterfowl Season
Dates and Other Migratory Birds - Tommy Prickett

6. Public Comments - 2000 Turkey Season

7. Rule Ratification - Isles Dernieres Barrier Islands 
Refuge - Brandt Savoie

8. Declaration of Emergency - Fur Harvest Season - Brandt 
Savoie

9. Notice of Intent - Freshwater Harvest of Mullet - Gary 
Tilyou

10. Notice of Intent - Black Bass Regulations - Removal of 
Slot Limit in Lake Bartholomew - Gary Tilyou

11. Declaration of Emergency - Commercial King Mackerel 
Season - Karen Foote

12. Declaration of Emergency - Establish Daily Sack Limit on 
Louisiana Public Oyster Seed Grounds East of Mississippi River - 
Oyster Task Force

13. National Hunting & Fishing Day Proclamation - Marianne
Burke

14. Report on Civil Restitution - Nancy Hunter

15. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/August - Keith LaCaze

16. Set January 2000 Meeting Date

17. Public Comments

18. Ad]ournment
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Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to Lease Fields for Dove Hunting

In addition to the dove hunting opportunities available on Wildlife Management Areas, the 
Department o f  Wildlife and Fisheries will lease fields from private landowners for 1 day o f  hunting 
(September 4th). These areas are available for opening day only. Fields will be leased during the week 
o f August 31 st. For a list o f fields and travel directions, consult this web site September 1 -3. The 
following rules will apply to all leased fields:

1. Alcoholic beverages are prohibited.

2. Shot larger than size 71/2 is prohibited.

3. All trash - including shell hulls - must be picked-up.

4. Only mourning doves may be taken.

5. All hunters must have a daily permit. Permits available at the field and will be issued 
beginning at 10:30 a.m.

6. There is a $10.00 fee per hunter, 16 years o f  age and older. Hunters under 16 will be 
admitted free, but they must check-in and have a permit.

7. When a predetermined number o f  hunters are admitted, the field will be closed.
Additional hunters may be admitted when someone leaves the field and surrenders his/her 
permit.

8. Permits will be issued on a first come - first served basis.

9. Use o f  vehicles, including ATVs, may be restricted and will vary from field to field. . 
Check with Department personnel about restrictions when you check-in.

10. These leased fields are open to the public Septem ber 4th only. Entrance at any other 
time constitutes trespassing.

These leased fields have been made available through the cooperation o f  the landowners. Future 
access to these fields and other private property is dependent on the conduct o f  the hunters using 
these fields. Please abide by the above regulations and hunt ethically and safely.

Field Locations: (to be announced)

http://www.wlf.state.la.us/wsdocs/dovefields.html 9/1/99

http://www.wlf.state.la.us/wsdocs/dovefields.html


Dove Field Locations:
1. Ouachita Parish - Fondale, LA. Approximately 11 miles south o f  Monroe ofFU.S.
Hwy 165. Turn east off Hwy 165 at green frame house with farm equipment parked around it. 
Signs will mark this turn-off From Monroe, the turn-off is 2,6 miles south o f  Harmon Johnson 
Rd. From Columbia, the turn-off is 0.8 miles north o f  LA 841. 470 acres

2. Tangipahoa Parish - W ilmer, LA. Take LA Hwy 10 to Wilmer and turn south on Hwy 
1061 (there is a store in Wilmer at this intersection) Go about 1 mile on Hwy 1061 and turn right 
on Jackson Rd. Go about 1.5 miles on Jackson Rd., the field will be on the left and marked with 
signs. Note: The parking area is not the same as in previous years, look for field entrance at top 
o f  hill. 80 acres

3. Tangipahoa Parish - Husser, LA. From Amite, LA take LA Hwy 16 east to the intersection 
with LA Hwy 445. Turn south on LA Hwy 445. (The field is approximately 2 miles south o f 
intersection o f  LA 16.) Field will be on left (east side o f road). Property will not be accessible to 
the public until LDWF personnel arrive mid-morning on Sept. 4* and open the gate. 80 acres

4. Natchitoches Parish - Natchez, LA. From Interstate 49 take the Flora Cypress Exit (Exit #
127) east to LA Hwy 1. Turn North (left) onto Hwy 1 go 7 miles. Turn right on Lateral Lane the 
field will be on the right and left hand side o f the road. There will be 3 designated parking areas 
two o ff o f  Lateral Lane and one off o f  Hwy 1. Permits will be handed out at the parking area on 
Lateral Lane. 304 acres

5. West Baton Rouge Parish - Port Allen, LA. From Interstate 10 take LA Hwy 415 to LA 
Hwy 76. Turn Left (west) on Hwy 76. Go 5.1 miles and the field will be on the left (south) side 
o f  Hwy 76. There is a trailer and farm equipment on the side o f  the road opposite the field 
entrance. From Erwinville turn right (south) at the stoplight. Go 3.7 miles until you hit Hwy 76. 
Turn left (east on Hwy 76). Go 2.3 miles field will be on the right (south) side o f  the road. 640 
acres

Note: There will be no driving on the field roads if they are wet. Hunters in this field should also 
bring blind material, there is little cover beyond the perimeter o f  the field.

6. Jefferson Davis Parish - Roanoke, LA. From Interstate 10 take Roanoke exit (Hwy 395).
Go north 3.0 miles on Hwy 395 to Blanchard Rd. Turn left (west) on Blanchard Rd. Go 1.0 mile 
filed will be on the left (south ) side o f  the road. 300 acres

7. Jefferson Davis Parish - Welsh, LA. From Interstate 10 take Welsh exit (LA 99). Go north 
on LA 99 to Radio Tower Rd. Turn right (east) on Radio Tower Rd. Field will be on Radio 
Tower Rd across from large radio tower. 300 acres

8. Beauregard Parish - Topsy, LA. Take U.S. 171 north o f  Lake Charles to Gillis, LA. Turn 
right on Topsy Rd. Take Topsy-Bel Rd north to Topsy, LA. Approximately 2.0 miles past 
Topsy turn left on the Texas Eastern Rd. Go 1.7 miles turn left onto Leon Dartez Rd., Take 
another left on Chris Cormier Rd.. Go to bam at end o f  road. 1000 acres



Note: Permits will not be issued until 10:30 AM and legal shooting hours begin 
at 12:00 noon. Fields are only open to the public on September 4th, 1999 any 
other access to these properties will be considered trespassing.



R E S O L U T I O N

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

September 2, 1999

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge 
LA, September 2, 1999.

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has 
had the Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP) . in 
operation since the 1981-82 hunting season, and

WHEREAS, the popularity of DMAP has continued to grow with 1,408 
cooperators currently enrolled in the program with more 
than 2.6 million acres, and

WHEREAS, the total harvest of deer on lands enrolled in DMAP was 
in excess of 30,000 deer and represented about 15% of the 
statewide harvest, and

WHEREAS, this program has been a key component to the management 
of deer herds on private lands and an educational tool 
since its inception, and

WHEREAS, the success of this program has been the interaction of 
Department personnel with the landowners and the hunting 
public, and

WHEREAS, rules governing DMAP were established by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in 1991,- and

WHEREAS, with any program, evolution requires adjustments to rules 
to ensure the continuance of the program and benefits to 
the user groups, and

WHEREAS, the Wildlife Division is responsible for biological 
aspects of the program while the Enforcement Division is 
responsible for maintaining compliance with rules 
established for DMAP, and

WHEREAS, both Divisions have reviewed existing rules of DMAP and 
a determination has been made that changes are necessary 
to better the program, now



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached rule for the Deer 
Management Assistance Program is ratified by Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries} Commission.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairma 
Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

Jamg^TT. 'Jfenkins< Jr., Secretary 
Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries /



R U L E

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the Notice of Intent published in the May 

1999 Louisiana Register, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, at 

its regular monthly meeting in September does hereby ratify the 

rules and regulations governing the Deer Management Assistance 

Program.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part V. Wild Quadrupeds and Wild Birds 

Chapter 1. Wild Quadrupeds

§111. Rules and Regulations for Participation in the Deer 

Management Assistance Program

A. The following rules and regulations shall govern the Deer 

Management Assistance Program

1. Application Procedure

a. Application for enrollment in Deer Management 

Assistance Program (DMAP) must be submitted to the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries annually by September 1.

b. Each application must be accompanied by a legal 

description of lands to be enrolled and a map of the property. 

This information will remain on file in the appropriate regional 

office. The applicant must have under lease or otherwise control



a minimum of 500 acres of contiguous deer habitat of which up to 

250 acres may be agricultural lands, provided the remainder is in 

forest and/or marsh. Private lands within Wildlife Management Area 

boundaries shall be enrolled in DMAP regardless of size.

c. Each cooperator will be assessed a $25 

enrollment fee and $. 05/acre for participation in the program. 

DMAP fees must be paid prior to October 1.

d. An agreement must be completed and signed by 

the official representative of the cooperator and submitted to the 

appropriate regional wildlife office for his approval. This 

agreement must be completed and signed annually.

e. Boundaries of lands enrolled in DMAP shall be 

clearly marked and posted with DMAP signs in compliance with R.S. 

56:110 and LAC 76:V.109. DMAP signs shall be removed if the land 

is no longer enrolled in DMAP.

f. By enrolling in the DMAP, cooperators agree to 

allow Department personnel access to their lands for management 

surveys, investigation of violations and other inspections deemed 

appropriate by the Department. The person listed on the DMAP 

application as the contact person will serve as the liaison between 

the DMAP Cooperator and the Department.

g. Each cooperator that enrolls in DMAP is 

strongly encouraged to provide keys or lock combinations annually

to the Enforcement Division of the Department of Wildlife and



F i s h e r i e s  f o r  a c c e s s  t o  m a i n  e n t r a n c e s  o f  t h e  D M A P  p r o p e r t y .

Provision of keys is voluntary; however, the cooperator's 

compliance will ensure that DMAP enrolled properties will be 

properly and regularly patrolled.

2. Tags

a. A fixed number of special tags will be provided 

by the Department to each cooperator in DMAP to affix to deer taken 

as authorized by the program. These tags shall be used only on 

DMAP lands for which the tags were issued.

b . All antlerless deer taken shall be tagged, 

including those taken during archery season, muzzleloader, and on 

either-sex days of gun season.

c. Each hunter must have a tag in his possession 

while hunting on DMAP land in order to harvest an antlerless deer. 

The tag shall be attached through the hock in such a manner that it 

cannot be removed before the deer is transported. The DMAP tag 

will remain with the deer so long as the deer is kept in the camp 

or field, is in route to the domicile of its possessor, or until it 

has been stored at the domicile of its possessor, or divided at a 

cold storage facility and has become identifiable as food rather 

than as wild game. The DMAP number shall be recorded on the 

possession tag of the deer or any part of the animal when divided 

and properly tagged.

d. All unused tags shall be returned by March 1 to



the regional wildlife office which issued the tags.

3. Records

a. Cooperators are responsible for keeping 

accurate records on forms provided by the Department for all deer 

harvested on lands enrolled in the program. Mandatory information 

includes tag number, sex of deer, date of kill and name of person 

taking the deer. Documentation of harvested deer shall be kept 

daily by the Cooperator. Additional information may be requested 

depending on management goals of the cooperator.

b . Information on deer harvested shall be 

submitted by March 1 to the regional wildlife office handling the 

particular cooperator.

c. The Contact person shall provide this 

documentation of harvested deer to the Department upon request. 

Cooperators who do not have a field camp will be given 48 hours to 

provide this requested documentation.

B. Suspension and cancellation of DMAP Cooperators

1. Failure of the cooperator to follow these rules and 

regulations may result in suspension and cancellation of the 

program on those lands involved. Failure to make a good faith 

attempt to follow harvest recommendations may also result in 

suspension and cancellation of the program.

a. Suspension of Cooperator from DMAP - Suspension 

of the Cooperator from DMAP, including forfeiture of unused tags,



will occur immediately for any misuse of tags, failure to tag any 

antlerless deer, or failure to submit records to the Department for 

examination in a timely fashion. Suspension of the Cooperator, 

including forfeiture of unused tags, may also occur immediately if 

other DMAP rules or wildlife regulations are violated. Upon 

suspension of the Cooperator from DMAP, the Contact Person may 

request an administrative hearing within 10 working days to appeal 

said suspension. Cooperation by the DMAP Cooperator with the 

investigation of the violation will be taken into account by the 

Department when considering cancellation of the program following 

a suspension for any of the above listed reasons. The Cooperator 

may be allowed to continue with the program on a probational status 

if, in the judgement of the Department, the facts relevant to a 

suspension do not warrant cancellation.

b . Cancellation of cooperator from DMAP 

Cancellation of a cooperator from DMAP may occur following a guilty 

plea or conviction for a DMAP rule or regulation violation and the 

Cooperator may not be allowed to participate in DMAP for one year 

following the cancellation for such guilty pleas or conviction. 

Upon cancellation of the Cooperator from DMAP, the Contact Person 

may request an administrative hearing within 10 working days to 

appeal said cancellation.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife



a n d  F i s h e r i e s ,  W i l d l i f e  a n d  F i s h e r i e s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  L R  1 7 : 2 0 4

(February 1991) , amended LR 25: (September 1999) .

Bill A. Busbice, Jr. 

Chairman



R E S O L U T I O N

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

September 2, 1999

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission Meeting held in Baton Rouge 
LA, September 2, 1999.

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has 
had the Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP) in 
operation since the 1981-82 hunting season, and

WHEREAS, the popularity of DMAP has continued to grow with 1,408 
cooperators currently enrolled in the program with more 
than 2.6 million acres, and

WHEREAS, the total harvest of deer on lands enrolled in DMAP was 
in excess of 30,000 deer and represented about 15% of the 
statewide harvest, and

WHEREAS, this program has been a key component to the management 
of deer herds on private lands and an educational tool 
since its inception, and

WHEREAS, the success of this program has been the interaction of 
Department personnel with the landowners and the hunting 
public, and

WHEREAS, rules governing DMAP were established by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in 1991, and

WHEREAS, with any program, evolution requires adjustments to rules 
to ensure the continuance of the program and benefits to 
the user groups, and

WHEREAS, the Wildlife Division is responsible for biological 
aspects of the program while the Enforcement Division is 
responsible for maintaining compliance with rules 
established for DMAP, and

WHEREAS, both Divisions have reviewed existing rules of DMAP and 
a determination has been made that changes are necessary 
to better the program, now



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached rule for the Deer 
Management Assistance Program is ratified by Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman 
Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries



R U L E

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the Notice of Intent published in the May 

1999 Louisiana Register, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, at 

its regular monthly meeting in September does hereby ratify the 

rules and regulations governing the Deer Management Assistance 

Program.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part V. Wild Quadrupeds and Wild Birds 

Chapter 1. Wild Quadrupeds

§111. Rules and Regulations for Participation in the Deer 

Management Assistance Program

A. The following rules and regulations shall govern the Deer 

Management Assistance Program

1. Application Procedure

a. Application for enrollment in Deer Management 

Assistance Program (DMAP) must be submitted to the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries annually by September 1.

b. Each application must be accompanied by a legal 

description of lands to be enrolled and a map of the property. 

This information will remain on file in the appropriate regional 

office. The applicant must have under lease or otherwise control



a minimum of 500 acres of contiguous deer habitat of which up to 

250 acres may be agricultural lands, provided the remainder is in 

forest and/or marsh. Private lands within Wildlife Management Area 

boundaries shall be enrolled in DMAP regardless of size.

c. Each cooperator will be assessed a $25 

enrollment fee and $.05/acre for participation in the program. 

DMAP fees must be paid prior to October 1.

d. An agreement must be completed and signed by 

the official representative of the cooperator and submitted to the 

appropriate regional wildlife office for his approval. This 

agreement must be completed and signed annually.

e. Boundaries of lands enrolled in DMAP shall be 

clearly marked and posted with DMAP signs in compliance with R.S. 

56:110 and LAC 76:V.109. DMAP signs shall be removed if the land 

is no longer enrolled in DMAP.

f. By enrolling in the DMAP, cooperators agree to 

allow Department personnel access to their lands for management 

surveys, investigation of violations and other inspections deemed 

appropriate by the Department. The person listed on the DMAP 

application as the contact person will serve as the liaison between 

the DMAP Cooperator and the Department.

g. Each cooperator that enrolls in DMAP is 

strongly encouraged to provide keys or lock combinations annually 

to the Enforcement Division of the Department of Wildlife and



F i s h e r i e s  f o r  a c c e s s  t o  m a i n  e n t r a n c e s  o f  t h e  D M A P  p r o p e r t y .

Provision of keys is voluntary; however, the cooperator's 

compliance will ensure that DMAP enrolled properties will be 

properly and regularly patrolled.

2. Tags

a. A fixed number of special tags will be provided 

by the Department to each cooperator in DMAP to affix to deer taken 

as authorized by the program. These tags shall be used only on 

DMAP lands for which the tags were issued.

b. All antlerless deer taken shall be tagged, 

including those taken during archery season, muzzleloader, and on 

either-sex days of gun season.

c. Each hunter must have a tag in his possession 

while hunting on DMAP land in order to harvest an antlerless deer. 

The tag shall be attached through the hock in such a manner that it 

cannot be removed before the deer is transported. The DMAP tag 

will remain with the deer so long as the deer is kept in the camp 

or field, is in route to the domicile of its possessor, or until it 

has been stored at the domicile of its possessor, or divided at a 

cold storage facility and has become identifiable as food rather 

than as wild game. The DMAP number shall be recorded on the

.possession tag of the deer or any part of the animal when divided 

and properly tagged.

d. All unused tags shall be returned by March 1 to



the regional wildlife office which issued the tags.

3. Records

a. Cooperators are responsible for keeping 

accurate records on forms provided by the Department for all deer 

harvested .on lands enrolled in the program. Mandatory information 

includes tag number, sex of deer, date of kill and name of person 

taking the deer. Documentation of harvested deer shall be kept 

daily by the Cooperator. Additional information may be requested 

depending on management goals of the cooperator.

b. Information on deer harvested shall be 

submitted by March 1 to the regional wildlife office handling the 

particular cooperator.

c. The Contact person shall provide this 

documentation of harvested deer to the Department upon request. 

Cooperators who do not have a field camp will be given 48 hours to 

provide this requested documentation.

B. Suspension and cancellation of DMAP Cooperators

1. Failure of the cooperator to follow these rules and 

regulations may result in suspension and cancellation of the 

program on those lands involved. Failure to make a good faith 

attempt to follow harvest recommendations may also result in 

suspension and cancellation of the program.

a. Suspension of Cooperator from DMAP - Suspension 

of the Cooperator from DMAP, including forfeiture of unused tags,



will occur immediately for any misuse of tags, failure to tag any 

antlerless deer, or failure to submit records to the Department for 

examination in a timely fashion. Suspension of the Cooperator, 

including forfeiture of unused tags, may also occur immediately if 

other DMAP rules or wildlife regulations are violated. Upon 

suspension of the Cooperator from DMAP, the Contact Person may 

request an administrative hearing within 10 working days to appeal 

said suspension. Cooperation by the DMAP Cooperator with the 

investigation of the violation will be taken into account by the 

Department when considering cancellation of the program following 

a suspension for any of the above listed reasons. The Cooperator 

may be allowed to continue with the program on a probational status 

if, in the judgement of the Department, the facts relevant to a 

suspension do not warrant cancellation.

b. Cancellation of cooperator from DMAP 

Cancellation of a cooperator from DMAP may occur following a guilty 

plea or conviction for a DMAP rule or regulation violation and the 

Cooperator may not be allowed to participate in DMAP for one year 

following the cancellation for such guilty pleas or conviction. 

Upon cancellation of the Cooperator from DMAP, the Contact Person 

may request an administrative hearing within 10 working days to 

appeal said cancellation.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife



and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, 

(February 1991), amended LR 25: (September 1999).

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.

Chairman
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LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

September 2, 1999

The following was adopted bv the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its regular
Commission meeting in Baton Rouse. Louisiana. September 2. 1999.

W HEREAS, public hearings have been held to discuss the status o f waterfowl, including ducks, 
coots, and geese in Washington D. C , and

W HEREAS, the results o f this meeting have been discussed with the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission, and

W HEREAS, rules and regulations governing waterfowl season framework have been developed 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and

W HEREAS, the Louisiana Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries staff has presented
recommendations for waterfowl including season dates, bag limits and shooting 
hours, and

W HEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility o f the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to establish hunting seasons for waterfowl within the constraints of 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service framework, now

TH EREFO RE BE IT  RESOLVED, that this Commission does hereby adopt the attached 
season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours for ducks, geese and coots by 
Declaration o f Emergency, and

BE IT  FURTHER RESOLVED, that these dates have been forwarded to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service as Louisiana’s selections for ducks, geese and coots, and

BE IT  FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
does hereby authorizyme Secretary o f the Department to take any and all 
measures necessary to implement a “Conservation Order” should the option be

Bill A. Busbice, J r , Chairman 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

J a n ^ W ^ n k W ^ J r . ,  Secretary 
Department o f  Wildlife and Fisheries



D E C L A R A T I O N  O F  E M E R G E N C Y

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provision of R.S. 49:953 (B) 

of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of 

R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts 

the following emergency rule.

The hunting seasons for Ducks, Coots and Geese during the 

1999-2000 hunting season shall be as follows:

SEASON DATES FOR DUCKS, COOTS AND GEESE 

DUCKS AND COOTS:

West Zone:

East Zone:

(60 days) Nov. 13 (Sat.)-Nov. 28 (Sun.)

Dec. 11 (Sat.)-Jan. 23 (Sun.) 

(60 days) Nov. 13 (Sat.)-Nov. 28 (Sun.)

Dec. 11 (Sat.)-Jan. 23 (Sun.)

(16 days) 

(44 days) 

(16 days) 

(44 days)

Catahoula Lake Zone:

(60 days) Nov. 13 (Sat.)-Nov. 28 (Sun.) (16 days)

Dec. 11 (Sat.)-Jan. 23 (Sun.) (44 days)

Youth Waterfowl Day - December 4 in West Zone, January 30 in 

East Zone

Daily Bag Limits - The daily bag limit on ducks is 6 and may 

include no more than 4 mallards (no more than 2 of which may be

females), 3 mottled ducks, 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 1 pintail,



1 c a n v a s b a c k ,  3 s c a u p  a n d  2 r e d h e a d s . D a i l y  b a g  l i m i t  o n  c o o t s  is

15 .

Mergansers - The daily bag limit for mergansers is 5, only 1 

of which may be a hooded merganser. Merganser limits are in 

addition to the daily bag limit for ducks.

Possession Limit - The possession limit on ducks, coots and 

mergansers is twice the daily bag limit.

GEESE:

LIGHT GEESE (SNOW AND BLUE):

East Zone: Oct. 30 (Sat.)-Feb. 13 (Sun.)

Daily bag limit (snow and blue) - 20 

Possession limit (snow and blue) - None 

West Zone: Nov. 13 (Sat.)-Feb. 27 (Sun.)

Daily bag limit (snow and blue) - 20 

Possession limit (snow and blue) - None 

WHITE-FRONTED (SPECKLE BELLIES):

East Zone: Oct. 30 (Sat.)-Jan. 23 (Sun.)

Daily Bag limit (speckle bellies) - 2 

Possession limit (speckle bellies) - 4 

West Zone: Nov. 13 (Sat.)-Feb. 6 (Sun.)

Daily Bag limit (speckle bellies) - 2 

Possession limit (speckle bellies) - 4

During the Canada Goose Season (January 18-January 26)

(107 days)

(107 days)

(86 days)

(86 days)

the daily bag limit for Canada geese shall be one and 2



white-fronted geese, EXCEPT during the last 3 days (Jan.

24-26) in the east zone, when only one Canada goose may 

be taken. Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit. 

CANADA GEESE: CLOSED IN THE AREA DESCRIBED BELOW

Jan. 18 (Tues)-Jan. 26 (Wed) 9 days

During the Canada Goose Season, the daily bag limit for 

Canada geese shall be one and 2 white-fronted geese, 

EXCEPT during the last 3 days (Jan. 24-26) in the east 

zone, when only one Canada goose may be taken. 

Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit.

The Canada Goose Season will be open statewide except for a 

portion of southwest Louisiana. The closed area is described as 

follows:

Beginning at the Texas State Line, proceeding east along 

Highway 82 to the Calcasieu Ship Channel, then north along the 

Calcasieu Ship Channel to its junction with the Intracoastal Canal, 

then east along the Intracoastal Canal to its juncture with La. 

Highway 82, then south along La. Highway 82 to its juncture with 

Parish Road 3147, then south and east along Parish Road 3147 to 

Freshwater Bayou Canal, then south to the Gulf of Mexico, then west 

along the shoreline of the Gulf of Mexico to the Texas State Line, 

then north to the point of beginning at La. Hwy. 82.

A special permit shall be required to participate in the 

Canada Goose Season. A permit is required of everyone, regardless



o f  age, a n d  a n o n  - re f u n d a b  1 e $5 a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  f e e  w i l l  b e  c h arged.

This permit may be obtained from any District Office.

Return of harvest information requested on permit is 

mandatory. Failure to submit this information to the Department by 

February 15, 2000 will result in the hunter not being allowed to 

participate in the Canada Goose Season the following year.

RAILS: November 13 (Sat.)-January 5 (Wed.) 54 days

KING AND CLAPPER: Daily bag limit 15 in the aggregate,

Possession 30.

SORA AND VIRGINIA: Daily bag and possession 25 in the

aggregate.

GALLINULES: November 13 (Sat.)-January 5 (Wed.) 54 days

Daily bag limit 15, Possession limit 30 

Shooting Hours: one-half hour before sunrise to sunset.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary because the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service establishes the framework for all migratory 

species. In order for Louisiana to provide hunting opportunities 

to the 200,000 sportsmen, selection of season dates, bag limits and 

shooting hours must be established and presented to the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service immediately.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours 

will become effective October 25, 1999 and extend through sunset on 

March 20, 2000.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.
Chairman



LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

September 2, 1999

The following was adopted bv the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its regular
Commission meeting in Baton Rouse. Louisiana. September 2. 1999.

W HEREAS, public hearings have been held to discuss the status o f  waterfowl, including ducks, 
coots, and geese in Washington D. C , and

W HEREAS, the results o f this meeting have been discussed with the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission, and

W HEREAS, rules and regulations governing waterfowl season framework have been developed 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and

W HEREAS, the Louisiana Department o f  Wildlife and Fisheries staff has presented .
recommendations for waterfowl including season dates, bag limits and shooting 
hours, and

W HEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility o f the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to establish hunting seasons for waterfowl within the constraints of 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service framework, now

TH EREFO R E BE IT  RESOLVED, that this Commission does hereby adopt the attached 
season dates, bag limits, and shooting hours for ducks, geese and coots by 
Declaration o f Emergency, and

BE IT  FU RTH ER RESOLVED, that these dates have been forwarded to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service as Louisiana’s selections for ducks, geese and coots, and

BE IT  FU RTH ER RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
does hereby authorize the Secretary o f the Department to take any and all 
measures necessary to implement a “Conservation Order” should the option be 
granted.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries



D E C L A R A T I O N  O F  E M E R G E N C Y

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provision of R.S. 49:953(B) 

of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of 

R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts 

the following emergency rule.

The hunting seasons for Ducks, Coots and Geese during the 

1999-2000 hunting season shall be as follows:

SEASON DATES FOR DUCKS, COOTS AND GEESE 

DUCKS AND COOTS:

West Zone:

East Zone:

(60 days) Nov. 13 (Sat.)-Nov. 28 (Sun.)

Dec. 11 (Sat.)-Jan. 23 (Sun.) 

(60 days) Nov. 13 (Sat.)-Nov. 28 (Sun.)

Dec. 11 (Sat.)-Jan. 23 (Sun.)

(16 days) 

(44 days) 

(16 days) 

(44 days)

Catahoula Lake Zone:
(60 days) Nov. 13 (Sat.)-Nov. 28 (Sun.) (16 days)

Dec. 11 (Sat.)-Jan. 23 (Sun.) (44 days)
3 l °IYouth Waterfowl Day - December 4 in West Zone, January ^  in 

East Zone

Daily Bag Limits - The daily bag limit on ducks is 6 and may 

include no more than 4 mallards (no more than 2 of which may be 

females), 3 mottled ducks, 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 1 pintail.



1 canvasback, 3 scaup and 2 redheads. Daily bag limit on coots is 

15.

Mergansers - The daily bag limit for mergansers is 5, only 1 

of which may be a hooded merganser. Merganser limits are in 

addition to the daily bag limit for ducks.

Possession Limit - The possession limit on ducks, coots and 

mergansers is twice the daily bag limit.

GEESE:

LIGHT GEESE (SNOW AND BLUE):

East Zone: Oct. 30 (Sat.)-Feb. 13 (Sun.)

Daily bag limit (snow and blue) - 20 

Possession limit (snow and blue) - None 

West Zone: Nov. 13 (Sat.)-Feb. 27 (Sun.)

Daily bag limit (snow and blue) - 20 

Possession limit (snow and blue) - None 

WHITE-FRONTED (SPECKLE BELLIES):

East Zone: Oct. 30 (Sat.)-Jan. 23 (Sun.)

Daily Bag limit (speckle bellies) - 2 

Possession limit (speckle bellies) - 4 

West Zone: Nov. 13 (Sat.)-Feb. 6 (Sun.)

Daily Bag limit (speckle bellies) - 2 

Possession limit (speckle bellies) - 4

During the Canada Goose Season (January 18-January 26)

(107 days)

(107 days)

(86 days)

(86 days)

the daily bag limit for Canada geese shall be one and 2



white-fronted geese, EXCEPT during the last 3 days (Jan.

24-26) in the east zone, when only one Canada goose may 

be taken. Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit. 

CANADA GEESE: CLOSED IN THE AREA DESCRIBED BELOW

Jan. 18 (Tues)-Jan. 26 (Wed) 9 days

During the Canada Goose Season, the daily bag limit for 

Canada geese shall be one and 2 white-fronted geese, 

EXCEPT during the last 3 days (Jan. 24-26) in the east 

zone, when only one Canada goose may- be taken. 

Possession limit is twice the daily bag limit.

The Canada Goose Season will be open statewide except for a 

portion of southwest Louisiana. The closed area is described as 

follows:

Beginning at the Texas State Line, proceeding east along 

Highway 82 to the Calcasieu Ship Channel, then north along the 

Calcasieu Ship Channel to its junction with the Intracoastal Canal, 

then east along the Intracoastal Canal to its juncture with La. 

Highway 82, then south along La. Highway 82 to its juncture with 

Parish Road 3147, then south and east along Parish Road 3147 to 

Freshwater Bayou Canal, then south to the Gulf of Mexico, then west 

along the shoreline of the Gulf of Mexico to the Texas State Line, 

then north to the point of beginning at La. Hwy. 82.

A special permit shall be required to participate in the 

Canada Goose Season. A permit is required of everyone, regardless



of age, and a non-refundable $5 administrative fee will be charged. 

This permit may be obtained from any District Office.

Return of harvest information requested on permit is 

mandatory. Failure to submit this information to the Department by 

February 15, 2000 will result in the hunter not being allowed to 

participate in the Canada Goose Season the following year.

RAILS: November 13 (Sat.)-January 5 (Wed.) 54 days

KING AND CLAPPER: Daily bag limit 15 in the aggregate.

Possession 30.

SORA AND VIRGINIA: Daily bag and possession 25 in the

aggregate.

GALLINULES: November 13 (Sat.)-January 5 (Wed.) 54 days

Daily bag limit 15, Possession limit 30 

Shooting Hours: one-half hour before sunrise to sunset.

A Declaration of Emergency is necessary because the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service establishes the framework for all migratory 

species. In order for Louisiana to provide hunting opportunities 

to the 200,000 sportsmen, selection of season dates, bag limits and 

shooting hours must be established and presented to the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service immediately.

The aforementioned season dates, bag limits and shooting hours 

will become effective October 25, 1999 and extend through sunset on 

March 20, 2000.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.
Chairman



RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby adopt 

regulations for the Isles Dernieres Barrier Islands Refuge.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

Part III. State Game and Fish Preserves and Sanctuaries 

Chapter 3♦ Particular Game and Fish Preserves and Commission 

§331. Isles Dernieres Barrier Islands Refuge

A. Regulations for Isles Dernieres Barrier Islands Refuge 

1. Regulations for Wine Island, East Island, Whiskey 

Island, and Raccoon Island

a. Public access by any means to the exposed land

areas, wetlands and interior waterways of these islands is 

prohibited. Requests to access exposed land areas, wetlands and 

interior waterways shall be considered on a case-by-case basis and 

may be permitted by the Secretary or his designee in the interest 

of conducting research on fauna and flora, of advancing educational 

pursuits related to barrier islands, or of planning and

implementing island restoration projects.

b . Disturbing, injuring, collecting, or attempting 

to disturb, injure, or collect any flora, fauna, or other property 

is prohibited, unless expressly permitted in writing by the



Secretary or his designee for the uses provided for in paragraph 

1.a . above.

c. Boat traffic is allowed adjacent to the islands 

in the open waters of the Gulf and bays; however, boat traffic is 

prohibited in waterways extending into the interior of the islands 

or within any land-locked open waters or wetlands of the islands.

d. Fishing from boats along the shore and wade 

fishing in the surf areas of the islands is allowed.

e . Littering on the islands or in Louisiana waters 

or wetlands is prohibited.

f . Proposals to conduct oil and gas activities, 

including seismic exploration, shall be considered on a case-by- 

case basis and may be permitted by the Secretary or his designee, 

consistent with provisions of the Act of Donation executed by the 

Louisiana Land and Exploration Company on July 24, 1997.

2. Regulations for Trinity Island

a. Public access is allowed in a designated public 

use area. An area approximately 3,000 linear feet by 500 linear 

feet is designated as a public use area, the boundaries of which 

will be marked and maintained by the Department. The designated 

public use area shall extend westward from the western boundary of 

the servitude area reserved by Louisiana Land and Exploration 

Company in the Act of Donation a distance of approximately 3,000

linear feet and northward from the southern shoreline within this



area by a distance of approximately 500 linear feet. Public 

recreation such as bird-watching, picnicking, fishing and overnight 

camping is allowed in this area. Travel on or across this area 

shall be limited to foot or bicycle traffic only. No use of all- 

terrain vehicles or other vehicles powered by internal combustion 

engines or electric motors shall be allowed.

b. Public access to all exposed land areas of 

Trinity Island, other than the public use area, is prohibited. 

Requests to access these exposed land areas shall be considered on 

a case-by-case basis and may be permitted by the Secretary or his 

designee in the interest of conducting research on fauna and flora, 

of advancing educational pursuits related to barrier islands or of 

planning and implementing island restoration projects.

c. Disturbing, injuring, collecting, or attempting 

to disturb, injure, or collect any flora, fauna, or other property 

is prohibited, unless expressly permitted in writing by the 

Secretary or his designee for the uses provided for in paragraph 

2.b . above.

d. Any member of the public utilizing the 

designated public use area shall be required to have a portable 

waste disposal container to collect all human wastes and to remove 

same upon leaving the island. Discharge of human wastes, including 

that within the disposal container, onto the island or into

Louisiana waters or wetlands is prohibited.



Littering on the island or in Louisiana waterse .

or wetlands is prohibited.

f . Carrying, possessing, or discharging firearms, 

fireworks, or explosives in the designated public use area is 

prohibited.

g. Boat traffic is allowed adjacent to the island 

in open waters of the Gulf and bays and within the man-made canal 

commonly known as California Canal for its entire length to its 

terminus at the bulkhead on the western end of the canal. No boat 

traffic is allowed in other man-made or natural waterways extending 

into the interior of the island or in any land-locked open waters 

or wetlands of the island.

h. Fishing from boats or wade fishing in the surf 

areas of the island is allowed.

i . Houseboats may be moored in designated areas 

along the California Canal. An annual permit shall be required to 

moor a houseboat in the canal. The required permit may be obtained 

from the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries New Iberia Office.

j. Proposals to conduct oil and gas activities, 

including seismic exploration, shall be considered on a case-by- 

case basis and may be permitted by the Secretary or his designee, 

consistent with provisions of the Act of Donation executed by the 

Louisiana Land and Exploration Company on July 24, 1997.

B. Violation of any provision of these regulations shall be



c o n s i d e r e d  a C l a s s  T w o  V i o l a t i o n ,  as d e s c r i b e d  i n  R.S. 5 6 : 1 1 5  ( D ) ,

56:764, and 56:787.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6(18), 

R.S. 56:109, and R.S. 56:781 et seq.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 25: (September 

1999).

§321. Terrebonne Barrier Islands Refuge

Repealed.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6(18),

R.S. 56:761 and R.S. 56:785.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 19:910 (July 

1993), repealed LR 25: (September 1999).

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.

Chairman



R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

1999-2000 Fur Trapping Season 
adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

R.S. 56:259(A) authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission to set the open season for the taking of 
nongame quadrupeds and allows the Commission to extend, 
curtail or prohibit trapping in any area of the state 
each year, and

R.S. 49:953(B) and R.S. 49:967(D) of the Administrative 
Procedure Act, allows the Commission to use emergency 
provisions to set seasons, and

Louisiana has historically lead the nation in the 
production of wild fur with value to the trappers as high 
as $24 million in some seasons, and

the harvest of this renewable resource is important in 
providing supplemental income to citizens of the state 
while furnishing an essential management tool to reduce 
nuisance wildlife problems, property damage, the impact 
of prey species, the incident of density dependent 
disease and provide a measure of population health and 
general condition, and

regulated trapping provides the only practical control of 
muskrat and nutria populations, an essential part of any 
effort to protect or enhance coastal wetlands. The role 
of such trapping cannot be overstated because of the rate 
of wetland loss and the impact that these wetland grazers 
are having in southeastern parishes, and

the increased commercial harvest of beaver can play a 
major role in assisting in the reduction of damage to 
timber, agriculture, drainage, and wildlife habitat, and

historical and current information collected by the 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries have indicated that 
the optimum time frame for the harvest of furbearers is 
between November and March each year, now



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
does hereby set the 1999-2000 fur harvest season, 
statewide from November 20, 1999 through March 31, 2000.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 
hereby grant authority to the Secretary of the Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries to extend or shorten the 
trapping season in any area of the state.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 
1999-2000 fur harvestseason is attached to and made a 
part of this resolution.

■ A g 4-Bill A\ Busbice, Jr., Chai 
Wildlife and Fisheries

James>H/ Jenkins/ Jr., Secretary 
Department of Wildlife and 
FisheriesCommission



D E C L A R A T I O N  O F  E M E R G E N C Y

DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

In accordance with the provisions of R.S. 56:259 (A) which 

authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to set the open 

season for the taking of non-game quadrupeds and allows the 

commission to extend, curtail or prohibit trapping in any area of 

the state each year and in accordance with emergency provisions of 

R.S. 49:953(3) and R.S. 49:967(D) of the Administrative Procedure 

Act, which allows the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

to use emergency provisions to set seasons, the Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission does hereby set the 1999-2000 fur harvest 

season, statewide from November 20, 1999 through March 31, 2000.

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby also authorize 

the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to extend 

or shorten the adopted season.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.

Chairman



COM PARATIVE TAKE O F FUR ANIMALS 
IN LOUISIANA 

1998-99

SPECIES NUMBER OF PELTS APPROX. PRICE VALUE
TO  TRAPPER

NUTRIA(Eastern) 95,893 $ 2.60 $249,321.80
NUTRIA(W estern) 18.753 $ 3.20 $ 60.009.60

114,646 $ 2.69 $309,331.40

MUSKRAT(Eastern) 518
MUSKRAT (W estern) 89

607 $ 0.93 $ 564.51

RACCOON(Upland) 11,109 $ 2.50 $ 27,772.50
RACCOON(Coastal) 4.332 $ 2.37 $ 10.266.84

15,441 $ 2.46 $ 38,039.34

M INK 1,743 $ 5.08 $ 8,854.44
OPOSSUM 395 $ 0.50 $ 197.50
RIVER OTTER 2,483 $27.20 $ 67,537.60
RED FOX 14 $ 4.00 $ 56.00
GRAY FOX 207 $ 4.00 $ 828.00
BOBCAT 283 $ 8.00 $ 2,264.00
BEAVER 4,914 $ 5.00 $ 24,570.00
COYOTE 26 $ 3.50 $ 91.00

TOTAL PELTS 140,759 TOTAL VALUE $452,333.79

August 30, 1999

LA Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
2415 Damall Road 
New Iberia, LA 70560



COM PARATIVE TAKE OF FU R ANIMALS 
IN LOUISIANA 

1997-98

SPFC IFS NUMBER OF PET XS APPROX. PRICE VALUE
TO  TRA PPER

NUTRIA(E astern) 309,154 $4.90 $1,514,854.60
NUTRIA(W  estern) 50.078 6.90 345.538.20

359,232 $5.17 $1,860,392.80

M USKRAT(Eastern) 5,275 $1.70 $ 8,967.50
M USKRAT (W  estern) 8.100 1.50 12.150.00

13,375 $1.58 S 21,117.50

RACCOON(UpIand) 46,427 $5.70 S 264,633.90
RACCOON(Coastal) 19.840 4.38 86.899.20

66,267 $5.30 $ 351,533.10

M INK 9,294 $7.60 S 70,634.40
OPOSSUM 1,777 .80 1,421.60
RIV ER  O TTER 7,200 28.45 204,840.00
RED FOX 92 7.31 672.52
GRAY FOX 318 6.00 1,908.00
BOBCAT 610 9.18 5,599.80
BEAVER 10,229 8.56 87,560.24
COYOTE 60 5.00 300.00

TO TA L PELTS 468,454 TO TA L VALUE $2,605,979.90

August 19,1998

LA Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
Fur and Refuge Division 
2415 Damall Road 
New Iberia, LA 70560 
Phone:318-373-0032



COMPARATIVE TAKE OF FUR ANIMALS IN LOUISIANA

10 YEAR AVERAGE (1988-89 - 1997-98)

Approx. Price
Species No. Of Pelts Paid to Tranper Value

Nutria (Eastern) 188,225 $2.99 $564,300.81
Nutria (Western) 40.038 $4.35 $174,793.54

228,263 $3.23 $738,594.35

Muskrat (Eastern) 11,790 $ .34 $ 4,075.00
Muskrat (Western) 5.146 $ 1 29 $ 6.663.13

16,936 $ .63 $ 10,738.13

Raccoon (Upland) 36,446 $5.92 $215,845.39
Raccoon (Coastal) 15.587 % 2.20 $ .34.431.07

52,033 $4.80 $250,276.46

Mink 10,940 $10.17 $111,294.23

Opossum 1,489 $ .80 $ 1,199.72

River Otter 3,614 $26.87 $ 97,141.48

Red Fox 53 $8.69 $ 460.65

Gray Fox 464 $ 7.53 $ 3,497.95

Bobcat 546 $12.59 $ 6,877.08

Beaver 4,069 $7.46 $ 30,370.42

Coyote 78 $6.07 $ 474.20
Total Pelts & Vallue 318,485 $1,250,924.67
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R E S O L U T I O N

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

1999-2000 Fur Trapping Season 
adopted by the

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

R.S. 56:259(A) authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission to set the open season for the taking of 
nongame quadrupeds and allows the Commission to extend, 
curtail or prohibit trapping in any area of the state 
each year, and

R.S. 49:953 (B) and R.S. 49:967{D) of the Administrative 
Procedure Act, allows the Commission to use emergency 
provisions to set seasons, and

Louisiana has historically lead the nation in the 
production of wild fur with value to the trappers as high 
as $24 million in some seasons, and

the harvest of this renewable resource is important in 
providing supplemental income to citizens of the state 
while furnishing an essential management tool to reduce 
nuisance wildlife problems, property damage, the impact 
of prey species, the incident of density dependent 
disease and provide a measure of population health and 
general condition, and

regulated trapping provides the only practical control of 
muskrat and nutria populations, an essential part of any 
effort to protect or enhance coastal wetlands. The role 
of such trapping cannot be overstated because of the rate 
of wetland loss and the impact that these wetland grazers 
are having in southeastern parishes, and

the increased commercial harvest of beaver can play a 
major role in assisting in the reduction of damage to 
timber, agriculture, drainage, and wildlife habitat, and

historical and current information collected by the 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries have indicated that 
the optimum time"frame for the harvest of furbearers is 
between November and March each year, now



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
does hereby set the 1999-2000 fur harvest season, 
statewide from November 20, 1999 through March 31, 2000.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does 
hereby grant authority to the Secretary of the Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries to extend or shorten the 
trapping season in any area of the state.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 
1999-2000 fur harvest season is attached to and made a 
part of this resolution.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr., Chairman 
Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries



D E C L A R A T I O N  O F  E M E R G E N C Y

DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

In accordance with the provisions of R.S. 56:259 (A) which 

authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to set the open 

season for the taking of non-game quadrupeds and allows the 

commission to extend, curtail or prohibit trapping in any area of 

the state each year and in accordance with emergency provisions of 

R.S. 49:953(B) and R.S. 49:967(D) of the Administrative Procedure 

Act, which allows the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

to use emergency provisions to set seasons, the Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission does hereby set the 1999-2000 fur harvest 

season, statewide from November 20, 1999 through March 31, 2000. 

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby also authorize 

the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to extend 

or shorten the adopted season.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.

Chairman



N O T I C E  O F  I N T E N T

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby advertises its 

intent to adopt the following rule on the harvest of mullet.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing 

§193. Freshwater Harvest of Mullet

A. Recreational Limits. The daily take and possession limit 

for the recreational harvest of mullet shall be 100 pounds per 

person per day. No person shall take or possess mullet in excess 

of 100 pounds per day, except for legally licensed commercial 

fishermen. No person shall sell, barter, trade or exchange or 

attempt to sell, barter, trade or exchange mullet taken or 

possessed recreationally.

B . Commercial; freshwater areas. The following provisions 

govern the commercial taking of mullet with hoop nets in the 

freshwater areas of the state:

1. Mullet caught in the freshwater areas of the state 

shall not be possessed by commercial fishermen in the saltwater 

areas of the state.

2. There shall be no lead nets on hoop nets used for



t h e  f i s h i n g  o f  m u l l e t .

3. No person shall take or possess mullet from hoop 

nets between the hours of official sunset and official sunrise.

4. No mullet shall be possessed on the water in the 

freshwater areas of the state between the hours of official sunset 

and official sunrise.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

56:6(25) (a), R.S. 56:325.l.A(l) and R.S. 56:333.1.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 25: .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 

authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 

Commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and 

the final Rule, including, but not limited to, the filing of the 

fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the Notice of 

Intent and final Rule and the preparation of reports and 

correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit written comments of the proposed 

rule to Mr. Bennie Fontenot, Administrator, Inland Fisheries 

Division, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton 

Rouge, LA 70898, no later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, November 8, 1999.

In accordance with Act #1183 of 1999, the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 

issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding



N o t i c e  of Intent: T h i s  N o t i c e  of I n t e n t  w i l l  h a v e  n o  i m p a c t  o n  the

six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Bill A. Busbice, 

Chairman

Jr.



NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby advertises its 

intent to amend the following rule on black bass (Micropterus spp.) 

on Lake Bartholomew, located in Morehouse and Ouachita Parishes, 

Louisiana.

Title 76

Wildlife and Fisheries 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sports and Commercial Fishing 

§149. Black Bass Regulations-Daily Take and Size Limits

A. The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission establishes a 

statewide daily take (creel limit) of 10 fish for black bass 

(Micropterus spp.). The possession limit shall be the same as the 

daily take on water and twice the daily take off water.

B. In addition, the Commission establishes special size and 

daily take regulations for black bass on the following water 

bodies:

1. Concordia Lake (Concordia Parish), and Caney Creek 

Reservoir (Jackson Parish):

a. Size limit: 15 inch - 19 inch slot. A 15 - 19

inch slot limit means that it is illegal to keep or possess a black 

bass whose maximum total length is between 15 inches and 19 inches,



both measurements inclusive.

b . Daily take: eight fish of which no more than

two fish may exceed 19 inches maximum total length.*

c. Possession limit:

i. On water - Same as daily take.

ii. Off water - Twice the daily take.

2. Lake Bartholomew— (Morehouse and- Ouachita parishes), 

Black Bayou Lake (Bossier Parish), Chicot Lake (Evangeline Parish), 

Cross Lake (Caddo Parish), John K. Kelly-Grand Bayou Reservoir (Red 

River Parish), Lake Rodemacher (Rapides Parish) and Vernon Lake 

(Vernon Parish):

a. Size Limit: 14 inch - 17 inch slot. A 14 - 17

inch slot limit means that it is illegal to keep or possess a black 

bass whose maximum total length is between 14 inches and 17 inches, 

both measurements inclusive.

b. Daily Take: eight fish of which no more than

four fish may exceed 17 inches maximum total length.*

c. Possession limit:

i. On water - Same as daily take.

ii. Off water - Twice the daily take.

3. False River (Pointe Coupee Parish)

a. Size limit: 14 inch minimum size limit.

b. Daily Take: 5 fish.

c . Possession limit:



i. On water - Same as daily take.

ii. Off water - Twice the daily take.

♦Maximum total length - The distance in a straight line from

the tip of the snout to the most posterior point of the depressed 

caudal fin as measured with mouth closed on a flat surface.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R. S . 56:6

(25)(a), R.S. 56:325(0, R.S. 56:326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 14:364 (June 

1988), amended LR 17:278 (March 1991), repromulgated LR 17:488 (May 

1991), amended LR 17:1122 (November 1991), LR 20:796 (July 1994), 

LR 23:1168 (September 1997), LR 24:505 (March 1998), LR 25:

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 

authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 

Commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and 

the final Rule, including, but not limited to, the filing of the 

fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the Notice of 

Intent and final Rule and the preparation of reports and 

correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit written comments on the proposed 

rule to Mike Wood, Biologist Supervisor, Inland Fisheries Division, 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 368 Century Drive, Monroe, LA 

71211, no later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, November 8, 1999.

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A c t  # 1 1 8 3  o f  1999, t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of



Wildlife and Fisheries/Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 

issues its Family Impact Statement in connection with the preceding 

Notice of Intent: This Notice of Intent will have no impact on the 

six criteria set out at R.S. 49:972(B).

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.

Chairman



Lake Bartholomew (Ouachita-Morehouse Parishes)

Lake Bartholomew is an 800 acre inactive oxbow of Bartholomew Bayou, formed in the 
1930's as the result of Ouachita River levee construction. The lake forms part of the Ouachita - 
Morehouse Parish line. Shoreline development is primarily residential. The lake has a relatively 
small, but fertile watershed. Authority for the lake falls under the jurisdiction of the Bayou 
DeSiard-Bayou Bartholomew Cut-Off Loop Water Conservation Board.

Lake Bartholomew was designated as a Quality Lake with implementation of the 
Louisiana Largemouth Bass Management Plan. It was included because it had physical and 
biological characteristics proven to have been necessary for successful management programs. 
Intensive largemouth bass management was initiated on Lake Bartholomew in 1991. Management 
efforts included the following:

Annual stockings of Florida largemouth bass
Implementation of harvest regulations, including a 14-17" slot limit with an 8 fish creel.
Gill net, trammel net, and fish seine closure.

LDWF sampling, including electrofishing, creel sampling, and gill netting was initiated to 
determine the results of the effort.

Although genetics results indicated successful introductions of Florida bass, as indicated 
by the figure below, few bass over 17" were caught by anglers.

BARTH O LO M EW  G E N E T IC S

Florida
9.4%

Hybrid
9.4%

Northern
67.0%

3.0%



Electrofishing samples were collected each spring and fall from 1991 to date. Results 
below indicate an increase in bass below and within the slot. Abundance of bass larger than the 
slot was stable, with no increase.

BARTHOLOMEW LARGEMOUTH BASS 
ELECTROFISHING CATCH

Number/Hr

1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

HORIZONTAL WHITE LINES REPRESENT 1991 RATE

Gill net sampling and creel surveys confirmed the above data and angler concerns that the 
management efforts had not resulted in increased numbers of large bass. After review of the 
extensive data base, discussions with angler groups and individuals, and with the full concurrence 
of the DeSiard - Bartholomew Board, I recommend the removal of the current 14-17" slot limit, 8 
bass creel from Lake Bartholomew.

Submitted by:

Michael G. Wood
District II Fisheries Supervisor
September 2,1999



B ayou DeSiard-Bayou Bartholomew Cut-Off Loop Water Conservation Board 
of Ouachita and Morehouse Parishes of Louisiana

Reply to:
6961 Eastlake Road 
Sterlington. LA 71280

John L. Brown, Chairman
David W. Stokes. Secretary-Treasurer
Jerry Cain. Member
S.G. Harrington. III. Member
M ike Parker. Member
Gerald Massey. Member

June 2 4 , 1 9 9 9

T o  W h o m  It M a y  Concern:
T h e  B a y o u  D e s i a r d - B a y o u  B a r t h o l o m e w  C u t - O f f  L o o p  W a t e r  
Conservation B o a r d  o f  Ouachita a n d  M o r e h o u s e  Parishes fully 
supports a m o t i o n  to cease the slot limit regulation o n  L a k e  
B a y o u  B a r t h o l o m e w .
Sincerely,

D a v i d  W .  Stokes 
Secretary-T reasurer



I N T E R MEMO
O F F I C E

To: Tim Morrison, Inland Fisheries Programs Manager
From: Michael G. Wood, District II Fisheries Supervisor
Subject: Lake Bartholomew
Date: June 28, 1999

The process of slot limit removal for Lake Bartholomew has been initiated with my
recommendations and subsequent approval by the Bayou DeSiard - Bartholomew Water 
Conservation Board. PleaseToward my request for a listing, on the agenda of the next LDWF 
Commission Meeting:

As always, I’m available for related questions at your convenience.

cc. Gary Tilyou
James Brantley



RESOLUTION

1999 COMMERCIAL KING MACKEREL SEASONS 
September 2, 1999

WHEREAS, the king mackerel fishery in the Gulf of Mexico off the 
coast of Louisiana is cooperatively managed by the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) with advice from the Gulf of 
Mexico Fishery Management Council (Gulf Council), and

WHEREAS, regulations promulgated by NMFS are applicable in waters 
of the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the U.S., which 
in Louisiana is generally three miles offshore, and

WHEREAS, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has received a 
request from NMFS requesting consistent regulations in 
Louisiana state waters, and

WHEREAS, consistent regulations within both Federal and State 
jurisdictions are preferable as they assist in 
enforcement of fishery rules, and

WHEREAS, the 1999 commercial king mackerel fishery in EEZ waters 
adjacent to Louisiana closed on August 25, 1999, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 49:953(B) and R.S. 49:967 allow the Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures to set 
finfish seasons, and

WHEREAS, both R.S. 56:6(25)(a) and R.S. 56:326.3 provide that the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission may set seasons for 
saltwater finfish,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commission closes the 1999 
commercial king mackerel season at 12:01 a .m ., September 
6, 1999, and, that the season shall remain closed until 
12:01 a.m. on July 1, 2000.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Commission authorizes the 
Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to 
open an additional commercial king mackerel season in 
Louisiana state waters if he is informed that National 
Marine Fisheries Service has opened an additional season 
and to close such season when he is informed that the 
commercial king mackerel quota for the western Gulf of 
Mexico has been filled, or is projected to be filled, and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all 
necessary steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate 
and effectuate this Declaration of Emergency.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 1999
commercial king macjssrel season in Louisiana state waters 
is attached to add made a part of this resolution.

Department of Wildlife andWildlife and Fisheries
FisheriesCommission



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The king mackerel fishery in the Gulf of Mexico is 

cooperatively managed by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, the 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), and the National 

Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) with advice from the Gulf of Mexico 

Fishery Management Council (Gulf Council). Regulations promulgated 

by NMFS are applicable in waters of the Exclusive Economic Zone 

(EEZ) of the U.S., which in Louisiana is generally three miles 

offshore. Rules were recently established by NMFS to close the 

commercial harvest seasons for king mackerel in the EEZ off of 

Louisiana, and NMFS and the Gulf Council requested that consistent 

regulations be established in Louisiana waters. NMFS typically 

requests consistent regulations in order to enhance the 

effectiveness and enforceability of regulations for EEZ waters.

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B), 

the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:967 which allows the 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures to 

set finfish seasons, R.S. 56:6 (25) (a) and R.S. 56:326.3 which 

provide that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission may set seasons 

for saltwater finfish, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 

sets the following seasons for commercial harvest of king mackerel 

in Louisiana state waters:

The season for the commercial fishery for king mackerel in



Louisiana state waters will close at 12:01 a.m., September 6, 1999;

the season shall remain closed until 12:01 a.m. on July 1, 2000.

The Commission also grants authority to the Secretary of the 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to open an additional 

commercial king mackerel season in Louisiana state waters if he is 

informed by the Regional Director of the National Marine Fisheries 

Service (NMFS) that the season dates for the commercial harvest of 

king mackerel in the federal waters of the western Gulf of Mexico 

as set out herein have been modified, and that the Regional 

Director of NMFS requests that the season be modified in Louisiana 

state waters and to close such season when he is informed that the 

commercial king mackerel quota for the western Gulf of Mexico has 

been filled, or is projected to be filled.

Nothing herein shall preclude the legal harvest of king 

mackerel by legally licensed recreational fishermen. Effective 

with any closure, no person shall commercially harvest, transport, 

purchase, barter, trade, sell or attempt to purchase, barter, trade 

or sell king mackerel. Effective with the closure, no person shall 

possess king mackerel in excess of a daily bag limit. Provided, 

however, that fish in excess of the daily bag limit which were 

legally taken prior to the closure may be purchased, possessed, 

transported, and sold by a licensed wholesale/retail dealer if 

appropriate records in accordance with R.S. 56:306.5 are properly 

maintained, and those other than wholesale/retail dealers may



purchase such fish in excess of the daily bag limit from 

wholesale/retail dealers for their own use or for sale by a 

restaurant as prepared fish.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.

Chairman



RESOLUTION

1999 COMMERCIAL KING MACKEREL SEASONS 
September 2, 1999

WHEREAS, the king mackerel fishery in the Gulf of Mexico off the 
coast of Louisiana is cooperatively managed by the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) with advice from the Gulf of 
Mexico Fishery Management Council (Gulf Council), and

WHEREAS, regulations promulgated by NMFS are applicable in waters 
of the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the U.S., which 
in Louisiana is generally three miles offshore, and

WHEREAS, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries ha_s received a 
request from NMFS requesting consistent regulations in 
Louisiana state waters, and

WHEREAS, consistent regulations within both Federal and State 
jurisdictions are preferable as they assist in 
enforcement of fishery rules, and

WHEREAS, the 1999 commercial king mackerel fishery in EEZ waters 
adjacent to Louisiana closed on August 25, 1999, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 49:953(B) and R.S. 49:967 allow the Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures to set 
finfish seasons, and

WHEREAS, both R.S. 56:6(25)(a) and R.S. 56:326.3 provide that the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission may set seasons for 
saltwater finfish,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commission closes the 1999 
commercial king mackerel season at 12:01 a.m., September 
6, 1999, and, that the season shall remain closed until 
12:01 a.m. on July 1, 2000.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Commission authorizes the 
Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to 
open an additional commercial king mackerel season in 
Louisiana state waters if he is informed that National 
Marine Fisheries-Service has opened an additional season 
and to close such season when he is informed that the 
commercial king mackerel quota for the western Gulf of 
Mexico has been filled, or is projected to be filled, and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take any and all 
necessary steps on behalf of the Commission to promulgate 
and effectuate this Declaration of Emergency.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a Declaration of Emergency setting the 1999 
commercial king mackerel season in Louisiana state waters 
is attached to and made a part of this resolution.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr. 
Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission

James H . Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The king mackerel fishery in the Gulf of Mexico is 

cooperatively managed by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, the 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), and the National 

Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) with advice from the Gulf of Mexico 

Fishery Management Council (Gulf Council). Regulations promulgated 

by NMFS are applicable in waters of the Exclusive Economic Zone 

(EEZ) of the U.S., which in Louisiana is generally three miles 

offshore. Rules were recently established by NMFS to close the 

commercial harvest seasons for king mackerel in the EEZ off of 

Louisiana, and NMFS and the Gulf Council requested that consistent 

regulations be established in Louisiana waters. NMFS typically 

requests consistent regulations in order to enhance the 

effectiveness and enforceability of regulations for EEZ waters.

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B), 

the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:967 which allows the 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures to 

set finfish seasons, R.S. 56:6 (25) (a) and R.S. 56:326.3 which 

provide that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission may set seasons 

for saltwater finfish, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 

sets the following seasons for commercial harvest of king mackerel 

in Louisiana state waters:

The season for the commercial fishery for king mackerel in



Louisiana state waters will close at 12:01 a.m., September 6, 1999; 

the season shall remain closed until 12:01 a.m. on July 1, 2000.

The Commission also grants authority to the Secretary of the 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to open an additional 

commercial king mackerel season in Louisiana state waters if he is 

informed by the Regional Director of the National Marine Fisheries 

Service (NMFS) that the season dates for the commercial harvest of 

king mackerel in the federal waters of the western Gulf of Mexico 

as set out herein have been modified, and that the Regional 

Director of NMFS requests that the season be modified in Louisiana 

state waters and to close such season when he is informed that the 

commercial king mackerel quota for the western Gulf of Mexico has 

been filled, or is projected to be filled.

Nothing herein shall preclude the legal harvest of king 

mackerel by legally licensed recreational fishermen. Effective 

with any closure, no person shall commercially harvest, transport, 

purchase, barter, trade, sell or attempt to purchase, barter, trade 

or sell king mackerel. Effective with the closure, no person shall 

possess king mackerel in excess of a daily bag limit. Provided, 

however, that fish in excess of the daily bag limit which were 

legally taken prior to the closure may be purchased, possessed, 

transported, and sold by a licensed wholesale/retail dealer if 

appropriate records in accordance with R.S. 56:306.5 are properly 

maintained, and those other than wholesale/retail dealers may



purchase such fish in excess of the daily bag limit from 

wholesale/retail dealers for their own use or for sale by a 

restaurant as prepared fish.

Bill A. Busbice, Jr.

Chairman



Plaquemines Oyster Association
P.O. Box 438 

Port Sulphur, LA 70083

August 26,1999

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
2000 Quail Dr.
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Dear Mr. Chairman and Members of the Com mission,

The Plaquemines Oyster Association recommends that the LWLF Commission take action to 
establish a sack limit of 75 sacks for oysters harvested from the public seed grounds east of the 
Mississippi River for the months of September and October 1999. This matter was discussed at 
length at our meeting on August 25, 1999. A motion to recommend the establishment of a 
temporary sack limit was passed unanimously.

The suggested benefits of the sack limit are the following:
1) It wil I reduce the harvesting pressure during the hot months when oysters are weak,
2) Reduce the glut of oysters that normally occurs when the oyster season opens while

demand is still sluggish,
3) Help to increase compliance with the 3 inch law and allow more juvenile oysters to be

returned to the reefs,
4) Help to reserve a better resource for the winter months which is the peak season,
5) Help to make our oyster industry more competitive with neighboring states’ whose

oyster seasons typically open on November 1.

We also want to be clear that this recommendation for a limit is only for the months of 
September and October, for the reasons described above. This association does not endorse the 
establishment of a blanket limit for the entire season. That is a vastly different proposal. This 
is being mentioned because the Dept of Wildl ife and Fisheries has sent out questionnaires 
asking opinions about a sacking limit with no time frame described. This questionnaire implies 
that the limit would be for the entire season. This discrepancy has led to confusion of the 
respondents regarding the questionnaire. For that reason the results of the questionnaire should 
be considered suspect

We believe that the Commission, which has the responsibility for management of the public 
oyster resource, should seriously consider proposals that can help to make our state’s oyster 
industry stronger and more productive. We depend on the Commission, as resource managers, 
to allow for changes that will help our oyster industry face the challenges that confront it



Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely Yours,

John A. Tesvich, President



Would you like to  see a 75 sacks per  day limit 

i m p o s e d  on t h e  p u b l i c  g r o u n d s  e a s t  of t h e  

Mississippi River?
Check Parish You Live In:
_ _ _ _ _ _ St. Tammany

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ St. Bernard
YES _ _ _ _ _ _ Plaquemines

_ _ _ _ _ _  Lafayette
- - - - - jjo - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - Terrebonne

_ _ _ _ _ _ Orleans
_ _ _ _ _ St. Mary
;_ _ _ _ _ Cameron
_ _ _ _ _ _ Calcasieu

Return to: LOTF, 1600 Canal St., New Orleans, LA 70112



RESOLUTION FOR ESTABLISHING A 75 SACK LIMIT ON OYSTERS 
HARVESTED FROM THE PUBLIC SEED GROUNDS EAST OF THE 
MISSISSIPPI RIVER FOR THE MONTHS ON SEPTEMBER AND 
OCTOBER

Whereas, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has authority under 56: 
434.C to establish limits on oysters harvested from the public seed grounds; and

Whereas, the.Louisiana Oyster Task Force, at its August 3, 1999 meeting, passed a 
motion recommending that the WLF Commission establish a sack limit of 75 sacks 
on the public seed grounds east of the Mississippi Ri ver for the months of 
September and October 1999; and

Whereas, the suggested benefits o f the action would include: 1) Reduce harvesting . 
pressure during hot months when oysters are weak, 2) Reduce a glut that 
historically occurs during those months when oysters are plentiful, 3) Increase 
compliance with 3 inch law because more juvenile oysters would be returned to the 
reefs, (this would also benefit the quality o f oysters produced).

Therefore, Be Jt Resolved, the WLF Commission hereby establishes a sack limit for 
the harvesting o f oysters for market on the public seed grounds east o f the 
Mississippi River, for the months of September and October 1999. The limit shall 
be 75 sacks per day per licensed oyster vessel during that period. Commencing 
November 1, 1999 and until the end of the oyster season there shall be no l imits 
imposed other than those that are described by statute or by other Commission 
action.



C O V E R

S H E E T

Bill Busbice, 318-837-1423 
Jerald Hanchey, 318-233-3534 
Glynn Carver, 318-256-0323 
Norman McCall, 318-775-7025 
Tom Kelly, 318-276-7867 
Danny Babin, 504-594-2168

Subject: Agenda Item

Date: August 31, 1999

COMMENTS:

The attached information is being sent for you to review prior to the meeting. This item has been 
added to the agenda.

To: Tom Gattle, 318-559-1524

Pages: 5, including this cover sheet.

From the desk of...

Susan Hawkins

La. Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries 
P. 0. Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

1

225-765-2806 
Fax: 225-765-0948
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WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

Louisianians ap^blessed with an abund^ice^nd^diversity of pame^fish and seafood 
recognized tAe need to conserve; and
revenues raised by sportsmen and commercial industries have successfully returned 
some animal spedes that faced extinction or were threatened or endangered by 
environmental conditions often imposed by people to healthy populations; and

hunters and anglers have a long history of contributing, to conservation efforts 
statewide and nationwide, conmbuting more than $12pilLon to conservation 
programs during the past half century mrough license fees and self-imposed excise 
taxes; and
a recent^surve^ by the U.S^Dgp^artment.of the Interior's Fish and^Wildlife Service 

wildlife-related activity; and
latest estimates indicate that^the total economic ^rn^act of recreational fisM n| and
usage, is almost $3 billion and that Louisianians directly spend $1.4 billion on 
hunting and other wildlife-associated recreation; and
Louisiana residents have spent $24.1 million on fishing and hunting licenses during 
the last three years; and
the state's warm Gulf waters and fertile estuarine systems are home to more than 
100 commercially valuable seafood species, making Louisiana's marine fisheries one 
of the most important in the nation with more than 1.1 billion pounds landed 
annually for a dockside value of approximately $292 million, with more than 
30.000 people directly and indirectly employed in harvesting, processing 
wholesaling, and distribution of Louisiaha seafood;

THEREFORE, I, Bill A. Busbice Jr., chairman of the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission for the 
state of Louisiana, on the 2nd day of September, 1999, hereby proclaim Saturday, 
September 25, 1999, as the

15th ANNUAL
LOUISIANA NATIONAL HUNTING AND FISHING DAY

teries Commission
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WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

Louisianians are^blessed^ with an abundance^^nd^diversity of ^ame^fish and seafood 
recognized tKe need to conserve; and
revenues^rm^ed b^^grtem enand^rM nercialindustries^havjsuccessful^returned

hunters and anglers have a long history of contributing, to conservation efforts 
statewide and nationwide, conttibuting more than SlZoilhon to conservation 
programs during the past half century Through license fees and self-imposed excise 
taxes; and
a recen t^su rv e^ ^  the U.Ŝ . Dep)artment of the Interior's Fish and^Wildhfe ̂ Service 

wildlife-related activity; and
latest estimates indicate that the total economic impact of recreational fishing and 
wildlife-related activities in Louisiana, including hunting and non-consumptive 

ge, is almost $3 billion and that Louisianians directly spend $1.4 billion on 
iting and other wildlife-associated recreation; andhurt

Louisiana residents have spent $24.1 million on fishing and hunting licenses during 
the last three years; and
the state's warm Gulf waters and fertile estuarine systems are home to more than 
100 commercially valuable seafood species, making Louisiana's marine fisheries one 
of the most important in the nation with more than 1.1 billion pounds landed 
annually for a dockside value of approximately $292 million, with more than 
30,000 people directly and indirectly employed in harvesting, processing 
wholesaling, and distribution of Louisiaha seafood;

THEREFORE, I, Bill A. Busbice Jr., chairman of the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission for the 
state of Louisiana, on the 2nd day of September, 1999, hereby proclaim Saturday, 
September 25, 1999, as the

LOUISIANA NATIONAL1HUNTING AND FISHING DAY

throughout the state of Louisiana in recognition of the economic contributions of the 
hunting, and fishing industry and in acknowledgement of the sport enjoyed by so 
many of our citizens.

Bill A. Busbice Jr., Chairman
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
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W H E R E A S ,

W H E R E A S ,

P r n r la m a ttm t
L o u is ia n ia n s  a r e  b le s s e d  w i th  a n  a b u n d a n c e  a n d  d iv e r s i ty  o f  g a m e , f i s h ,  a n d  s e a fo o d  
t h a t  h u n te r s ,  f i s h e r s  a n d  c o m m e r c ia l  i n d u s t r i e s  h a v e  lo n g  a p p r e c ia te d  a n d  r e c o g n iz e d  
th e  n e e d  to  c o n s e r v e ;  a n d

r e v e n u e s  r a i s e d  b y  s p o r t s m e n  a n d  c o m m e r c ia l  i n d u s t r i e s  h a v e  s u c c e s s fu lly  r e tu r n e d  
s o m e  a n im a l  s p e c ie s  t h a t  f a c e d  e x t in c t io n  o r  w e r e  t h r e a t e n e d  o r  e n d a n g e r e d  by  
e n v i r o n m e n ta l  c o n d i t io n s  o f te n  im p o s e d  b y  p e o p le  to  h e a l th y  p o p u la t io n s ;  a n d

h u n te r s  a n d  a n g le r s  h a v e  a  lo n g  h i s to r y  o f  c o n t r ib u t in g  to  c o n s e r v a t io n  e f fo r ts  
s t a te w id e  a n d  n a t io n w id e ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  m o r e  t h a n  $1 2  b il l io n  to  c o n s e r v a t io n  
p r o g r a m s  d u r i n g  th e  p a s t  h a l f  c e n tu r y  t h r o u g h  l ic e n s e  fe e s  a n d  s e lf - im p o s e d  e x c is e  
ta x e s ;  a n d

a  r e c e n t  s u r v e y  b y  th e  U .S . D e p a r tm e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ’s  F is h  a n d  W ild l i f e  S e rv ic e  
in d ic a te d  t h a t  41 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  L o u i s ia n ia n s  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  so m e  ty p e  o f  f ish  o r  
w i ld l i f e - r e la te d  a c t iv i ty ;  a n d

la te s t  e s t im a te d  in d ic a te  t h a t  t h e  to ta l  e c o n o m ic  i m p a c t  o f  r e c r e a t io n a l  f is h in g  a n d  
w i ld l i f e - r e la te d  a c t iv i t ie s  in  L o u is ia n a ,  in c lu d in g  h u n t in g  a n d  n o n -c o n s u m p tiv e  u s a g e , 
is  a lm o s t  $3  b il l io n  a n d  t h a t  L o u i s ia n ia n s  d i r e c t l y  s p e n d  $ 1 .4  b illio n  on  h u n t in g  a n d  
o th e r  w ild l i f e - a s s o c ia te d  r e c r e a t io n ;  a n d

L o u is ia n a  r e s id e n ts  h a v e  s p e n t  $ 2 4 .1  m il l io n  o n  f i s h in g  a n d  h u n t in g  lic e n se s  d u r in g  

th e  la s t  t h r e e  y e a r s ;  a n d
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W H E R E A S ,  t h e  s t a t e ’s w a r m  G u l f  w a te r s  a n d  f e r t i l e  e s t u a r i n e  s y s te m s  a r e  h o m e  to  m o r e  t h a n  1 0 0  
c o m m e r c ia l ly  v a lu a b le  s e a fo o d  s p e c ie s ,  m a k in g  L o u i s i a n a ’s  m a rin e  f i s h e r ie s  o n e  o f  
t h e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  in  th e  n a t io n  w i th  m o r e  t h a n  1.1 b il l io n  p o u n d s  la n d e d  a n n u a l ly  
f o r  d o c k s id e  v a lu e  o f  a p p r o x im a te ly  $ 2 9 2  m il l io n , w i th  m o r e  th a n  3 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  
d i r e c t ly  a n d  in d i r e c t ly  e m p lo y e d  in  h a r v e s t i n g ,  p ro c e s s in g  w h o le s a l in g , a n d  
d i s t r i b u t io n  o f  L o u is ia n a  s e a fo o d ;

N O W  T H E R E F O R E ,  I , T o m  E d  M c H u g h ,  M a y o r - P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C i ty  o f  B a to n  R o u g e  a n d  th e  
P a r i s h  o f  E a s t  B a to n  R o u g e  d o  h e r e b y  p r o c la im

SEPTEMBER 25,1999 
15'" ANNUAL

LOUISIANA NATIONAL HUNTING AND FISHING DAYB
IN  W I T N E S S  W H E R E O F ,  I  h a v e  s e t  m y  h a n d  a n d  c a u s e d  t h e  S e a l  o f  t h e  C i ty  o f  B a to n  R o u g e  a n d  
th e  P a r i s h  o f  E a s t  B a to n  R o u g e ,  to  b e  a f f ix e d  u p o n  th is  tw e n ty - f i f th  d a y  o f  S e p te m b e r ,  in  t h e  y e a r  

o f  o u r  L o r d ,  n in e te e n  h u n d r e d  a n d  n in e ty -n in e .

T o m  E d  M c H u g h  

M a y o r - P r e s id e n t
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m . “W t i / i e "  " ? o 4 t e n - ,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Louisianians are blessed with an abundance and diversity of game, fish and seafood 
that hunters, fishers and commercial industries have long appreciated and recognized 
the need to conserve; and _

revenues raised by sportsmen and commercial industries have successfully returned 
some animal species, that faced extinction or were threatened or endangered by 
environmental conditions often imposed by people, to healthy populations; and

hunters and anglers have a long history of contributing to conservation efforts 
statewide and nationwide, contributing more than $12 billion to conservation 
programs during the past half century through license fees and self-imposed excise 
taxes; and .

a recent survey by the U.S. Department of the Interior’s Fish and Wildlife Service 
indicated that 41 percent of all Louisianians participate in some type of fish or 
wildlife-related activity; and 1

latest estimates indicate that the total economic impact of recreational fishing and 
wildlife-related activities in Louisiana, including hunting and non-consumptive usage, 
is almost $3 billion and that Louisianians directly spend $1.4 billion on hunting and 
other wildlife-associated recreation; and 

. :
Louisiana residents have spent an estimated $24.1 million on fishing and hunting 
licenses during the last three years; and #

the state’s warm Gulf waters and fertile estuarine systems are home to more than 100 
commercially valuable seafood species, making Louisiana’s marine fisheries one of 
the most important in the nation with more than 1.1 billion pounds landed annually 
for a dockside value of approximately $292 million, with more than 30,000 people 
directly and indirectly employed in harvesting, processing, wholesaling, and 
distribution of Louisiana seafood.

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, M.J. “Mike” Foster, Jr., Governor of the state of Louisiana, do hereby.
proclaim Saturday, September 25, 1999, as •*"

■' y.; ••
1 5 T H  A N N U A L  ;

L O U IS IA N A  N A T IO N A L  H U N T IN G  A N D  F IS H IN G  D A Y

in the state of Louisiana, in recognition of the economic contributions of the hunting 
and fishing industry, and in acknowledgement of the sport enjoyed by so many of our 
citizens.

t&i tyittneii fyiAexenf, &  Aow# Aeicuntc d#Z 
m y Stand cffuiaUtf and caused to ie affixed the 
ttwai SPead cf tfte State of Louisiana, at tAe 
<$afiiUt} tn tAe t~ity of 38aton Slouge, on tAis

tA* 27th dnj August____

.*% 1999

~ V t v \  -

<&citetnci*c^ SEcuibiana



M O N T H L Y  C IV IL  R E S T IT U T IO N  R E P O R T

PERIOD NO. CASES AMOUNT
ASSESSED ASSESSED 

FISCAL YEAR 1993-94
July, 1993 25 $21,039.00
Aug., 1993 53 $44,922.00
Sept., 1993 42 $137,635.00
Oct., 1993 49 $21,471.00
Nov., 1993 57 $31,207.00
Dec., 1993 53 $13,777.00
Jan., 1994 38 $18,918.00
Feb., 1994 68 $38,131.00
Mar., 1994 38 $22,739.00
April, 1994 14 $44,732.00
May, 1994 10 $4,504.00
June, 1994 29 $26,167.00

Total FY 1994 476 $425,242.00

FISCAL YEAR 1994-95
July, 1994 17 $2,127.00
Aug., 1994 41 $96,403.00
Sept., 1994 34 $14,614.00
Oct., 1994 94 $17,426.00
Nov., 1994 43 $103,592.00
Dec., 1994 68 $31,400.00
Jan., 1995 55 $27,601.00
Feb., 1995 70 $61,119.00
Mar., 1995 31 $25,072.00
Apr., 1995 13 $15,353.00
May., 1995 23 $11,632.00
June 1995 45 $31,008.00

Total FY 1995 534 $437,347.00

FICAL YEAR 1995-96
July, 1995 0 $0.00
Aug., 1995 46 $17,425.00
Sept., 1995 1 $125.00
Oct., 1995 122 $206,244.00
Nov., 1995 55 $23,124.00
Dec., 1995 50 $18,607.26
Jan., 1996 49 $13,814.88
Feb., 1996 50 $14,716.97
Mar., 1996 33 $24,936.91
Apr., 1996 30 $11,006.66
May., 1996 23 $7,989.34
June 1996 50 $22,151.31

Total FY 1996 509 $360,141.33

FICAL YEAR 1995-96
July, 1996 40 $71,894.13
Aug., 1996 32 $5,362.64
Sept., 1996 41 $7,210.00
Oct., 1996 29 $11,092.53
Nov., 1996 20 $10,009.10
Dec., 1996 13 $238,466.04
Jan.; 1997 27 $11,755.22
Feb., 1997 47 $18,520.87
Mar., 1997 26 $13,434.02
Apr., 1997 10 $2,908.87
May., 1997 20 $11,682.70
June 1997 5 $8,036.58

Total FY 1997 310 $410,372.70

CREDIT FOR NO. CASES AMOUNT
SALE GOODS PAID PAID

($9,778.00) 29 $4,855.00
($1,137.00) 41 $7,950.00
($17,938.00) 35 $6,783.00
($11,282.00) 40 $3,285.00
($13,260.00) 32 $3,053.00

27 $6,507.00
32 $4,423.00

($8,238.00) 46 $9,124.00
($2,482.00) 51 $10,854.00
($1,404.00) 27 $7,307.00
($165.00) 7 $5,447.00
($2,986.00) 12 $1,886.00

($68,670.00) 379 $71,474.00

($335.00) 23 $2,101.00
($3,035.00) 20 $1,010.00
($14,002.00) 26 $2,596.00
($8,677.00) 38 $2,922.00

45 $3,992.00
35 $4,315.00
52 $7,493.00
41 $6,472.00
44 $8,315.00
16 $3,565.00
16 $4,315.00
18 $2,630.00

($26,049.00) 374 $49,726.00

27 $9,028.00
21 $3,093.00
29 $2,720.00
62 $10,151.00
32 $4,780.66

($15,296.45) 36 $5,296.51
38 $5,777.53
36 $6,035.12
36 $7,173.12
24 $3,941.69
16 $2,790.02

($15,296.45) 357 $60,786.65

32 $5,249.93
32 $6,254.59
29 $2,259.96
25 $3,697.89
22 $1,624.63
22 $5,877.18
17 $4,393.30
42 $8,579.84
27 $4,999.59
15 $2,322.88
15 $5,198.91
10 $2,335.24

$0.00 288 $52,793.94

DISCOUNTS PERCENT PERCENT 
TAKEN DOLLARS PAID CASES PAID

$2,545.00
$3,603.00
$3,048.00
$1,519.00
$2,845.00
$6,713.00
$2,831.00
$5,993.00
$6,796.00
$4,632.00
$3,808.00
$1,214.00

$45,547.00 27.5% 79.6%

$1,437.00
$605.00

$2,342.00
$3,179.00
$2,803.00
$2,329.00
$4,921.00
$3,973.00
$4,737.00
$1,538.00
$654.00
$1,025.00

$29,543.00 18.1% 70.0%

$1,729.00
$2,049.00
$1,161.00
$6,383.00
$2,802.76
$3,472.89
$3,416.91
$3,421.75
$2,711.54
$2,020.29
$1,182.23

$30,350.37 25.3% 70.1%

$2,947.96
$3,783.69
$1,326.58
$2,261.98
$698.02

$2,121.53
$2,377.09
$5,552.63
$2,757.67
$1,298.66
$1,399.21
$765.34

$27,290.36 19.5% 92.9%

P a g e  1



FICAL YEAR 1997- 98 
July, 1997 10 $2,811.71 8 $1,584.67 $823.11
Aug., 1997 14 $8,741.30 8 $1,496.49 $779.14
Sept., 1997 29 $19,926.37 12 $2,051.78 $1,278.04
Oct., 1997 12 $4,716.81 23 $3,184.83 $2,063.89
Nov., 1997 23 $54,965.34 10 $2,424.86 $1,218.28
Dec., 1997 25 $36,881.09 15 $4,376.97 $2,775.66
Jan., 1998 42 $30,025.81 17 $5,300.40 $3,533.66
Feb., 1998 37 $31,164.95 29 $22,961.69 $8,501.18
Mar., 1998 9 $13,273.45 32 $9,406.56 $4,371.53
Apr., 1998 10 $5,628.21 10 $2,602.62 $1,279.77
May., 1998 0 $225.00 8 $2,885.02 $950.46
June 1998 5 $2,414.03 6 $1,041.54 $98.00

Total FY 1998 216 $210,774.07 $0.00 178 $59,317.43 $27,672.72 41.3% 82.4%

FICAL YEAR 1998-99 
July, 1998 9 $1,390.43 8 $1,964.20 $716.75
Aug., 1998 10 $2,240.70 10 $1,048.28 $372.47
Sept., 1998 8 $2,768.96 11 $2,000.36 $1,148.23
Oct., 1998 22 $28,704.85 14 $1,860.17 $807.48
Nov., 1998 19 $9,137.79 11 $1,765.97 $1,092.43
Dec., 1998 23 $11,959.10 27 $4,441.02 $2,040.71
Jan., 1999 41 $21,179.55 18 $6,621.63 $3,838.22
Feb., 1999 45 $26,236.24 41 $12,119.09 $6,923.61
Mar, 1999 15 $7,549.57 33 $8,281.77 $4,138.44
Apr,1999 9 $8,013.54 14 $3,035.82 $1,388.41
May., 1999 5 $5,161.23 5 $905.50 $405.00
June 1999 7 $3,719.01 13 $3,011.06 $533.83

Total FY 1999 213 $128,060.97 $0.00 205 $47,054.87 $23,405.58 55.0% 96.2%

FISCAL YEAR 1999-2000 
July, 1999 5 $1,556.38 9 $2,287.53 $1,198.81
Aug., 1999 
Sept., 1999 
Oct., 1999 
Nov., 1999 
Dec., 1999 
Jan., 2000 
Feb., 2000 
Mar., 2000 
Apr., 2000 
May, 2000 
June, 2000

10 $2,510.83 15 $2,455.38 $513.73

Total FY 2000 15 $4,067.21 $0.00 24 $4,742.91 $1,712.54 159% 160%

P a g e  2
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ENFORCEM ENT AVIATION REPO RT 
AUGUST. 1999

185-Amph. - 61092 
Hrs. - 48.1

185-Float-9667Q  
Hrs. - 59.3

210 - 9467Y 
H rs. - 34.5

Enforcem ent H ours -125.4 

O ther Divisions - 16.5

Total Plane Use - 141.9

Cases M ade In Conjunction W ith A ircraft Use Resulted In  Citations Issued For:

6 - Traw l Inside W aters Closed Season

1 - Use Skimmers Closed Season

2 - Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations on W .M.A.(Skimming On W.M.A.)

6 - Traw l Inside W aters W ith Oversize Double Rigs

2 - Use Oversize Skimmers 

2 - Possess C rabs In  Berry Stage 

1 - Fail To Comply W ith PFD Requirem ents 

1 - Expired Boat Registration 

21 - Total Cases 

Confiscations:

500 Pounds of Shrim p, 18 Trawls, 1-100 Ft. Gill Net Removed From  W ater and Destroyed



E N F O R C E M E N T  C A S E  R E P O R T

AUGUST 1999
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REGION 1: PARISHES: BIENVILLE, BOSSIER,
CADDO, CLAIBORNE, 
DESOTO, RED RIVER, 
W EBSTER

TOTAL CASES 130 W ILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 2

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

54 Boating

26 Angling W /O A License

2 Angling W /O A License -  Non-Resident

41 Fishing W /O A Resident Pole License

2 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

1 H unt From  Moving Vehicle

1 Possession O f Wild Q uadrupeds W/O Perm it (Penned Deer)

1 H unt Deer Closed Season

1 H unt Deer F rom  Public Road

1 Not Abiding By Rules & Regulations On WMA

WARNING CITATIONS:

TOTAL 113 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

102 Boating Safety

9 Angling W /O Resident License

2 Not Abiding By Rules & Regulations On W MA



2

CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION 

1 W inchester rifle, 2 black bass.

TO TA L OF EACH CATEGORY FO R  REG IO N  1

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

54 Boating

0 Com m ercial Fishing

0 Federal M igratory

0 Littering

0 Miscellaneous

71 Recreational Fishing

4 State H unting/Trapping

1 W M A Rules and Regulations

TO T A L NUMBER F O R  PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

2 Public Assistance



3

TO TA L NUMBER OF CASES MADE ON W MAs AND REFUGES

TOTAL NAME O F MANAGEMENT AREA

2 Bodcau



4

REG IO N  2: PARISHES: E. CA RRO L, JACKSON,
LINCOLN, M OREHEAD, 
QUACHITA, RICHLAND 
UNION, W . CARROL

TO TA L CASES 88 W ILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 6

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITA TIO N

37 Boating

14 Angling W /O A License

5 Fish W /O Resident Pole License

4 Angling W /O Non-resident License

2 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

5 Littering

2 D riving W /O O perator’s License

2 O perate vehicle On Levee

1 O bstruction O f Justice

1 Possession O f Drug Paraphernalia

2 Possession O f Cocaine

3 O perate ATV On Public Road

1 Suspended Driver’s License

1 Failure To Register Vehicle

1 Careless Operation (Vehicle)



5

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

1 Failu re  To Stop At Stop Sign

6 Not Abiding By Rules & Regulations On W MA

W ARNING CITATIONS:

TO TA L 24 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

2 No F ire  Extinguisher

1 No O bserver While Skiing

4 Im p ro p er Boat Numbers

3 No B oat Registration In  Possession

2 No PFD  O n Person U nder 13 While Underway

1 Fail To Display valid Decal

5 N ot Abiding By Rules & Regulations on W M A

3 Angling W /O Resident License

1 Fail To Comply With PFD Regulation

1 Use G ear W/O Recreational License

1 Im p ro p er Riding On Gunwales

CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

2 syringes, 8 cans of beer, 6 empty beer cans, and  2 drink insulators.
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TO TA L O F EACH CATEGORY FO R REG IO N  2

TO TA L DESCRIPTION

37 Boating

-0- Commercial Fishing

-0- Federal M igratory

5 Littering

15 Miscellaneous

25 Recreational Fishing

-0- State H unting/Trapping

6 WMA Rules and Regulations

TO TA L NUM BER FO R PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TO TA L DESCRIPTION

12 Public Assistance (Assisted Stranded M otorists and  Boaters)

TO TA L NUMBER OF CASES MADE ON W MAs AND REFUGES

TO TA L NAME O F MANAGEMENT AREA

1 Russell Sage WMA

5 Ouachita WMA
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REG IO N  3: PARISHES: AVOYELLES, GRANT,
NATCHITOCHES, RAPIDES 
SABINE, VERNON, W INN

TO TA L CASES 105 W ILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 20

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

35 Boating

41 Angling W /O A License

1 Fish W /O Resident Pole License

6 Angling W /O A Non-Resident License In  Possession

2 Possess Spotted Fawn

1 Possession Illegally Taken Deer

5 Littering

3 C rim inal Trespass On State Property

1 Reckless Operation O f A Vehicle

1 D riving Left O f Center

1 Suspension-Revocation O f Drivers License

2 O perating Vehicle W hile Intoxicated

6 Rules & Regulation
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W ARNING CITATIONS:

TOTAL 43 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

15 Boating

22 Angling W /O A License In  Possession

1 Possess Undersize Black Bass

5 Rules & Regulations

CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

3 spotted fawn.

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FOR REG IO N  3

TO TA L DESCRIPTION

35 Boating

0 Com m ercial Fishing

0 Federal M igratory

5 Littering

8 Miscellaneous

48 R ecreational Fishing

3 State Hunting/Trapping

6 W MA Rules and Regulations
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TOTAL NUMBER FO R  PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

1 Public Assistance

TO TA L NUMBER O F CASES MADE ON W MAs AND REFUGES

TOTAL NAME O F MANAGEMENT AREA

5 Spring Bayou W M .A .

7 A lexander State Forest W M .A .

8 C am p Beauregard W M .A .



V
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REGION 4: PARISHES: CALDW ELL, CATAHOULA,
CONCORDIA, FRANKLIN 
LASALLE, MADISON, 
TENSAS

TOTAL CASES 89 W ILD LIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 4

TOTAL DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

44 Boating

42 Angling W /O A License

2 Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations O n W MA

1 Littering

WARNING CITATIONS:

TOTAL 14 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

4 Angling W/O A License

2 Angling W/O A Non-Resident License

2 Fish W /O Resident Pole License

1 O perate U nregistered M otorboat

4 Failure To Comply w ith  PFD Requirem ents

1 Fail To Have PFD O n Person Under 13 W hile Underway

CONFISCATIONS:
CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

None
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TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FO R REGION 4

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

44 Boating

0 Com m ercial Fishing

0 Federal M igratory

1 Littering

0 Miscellaneous

42 R ecreational Fishing

0 State H unting/Trapping

2 W M A Rules and Regulations

TO TA L NUMBER FO R  PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

2 Public Assistance

TO TA L NUMBER O F CASES MADE ON WMAs AND REFUGES

TOTAL NAME O F MANAGEMENT AREA

2 Big Lake

1 Bouef WMA

0 B uckhorn WMA

1 Dewey Wills WMA
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0 Red River WMA

0 Sicily Island Hills W MA

0 Three Rivers WMA
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REGION 5: PARISHES: ACADIA, ALLEN,
BEAUREGARD, CALCASIEU 
CAM ERON, EVANGELINE 
JE F F  DAVIS, VERM ILLION

TO TA L CASES 286 W ILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 39

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

144 Boating

50 Angling W /O A License

14 Angling W /O A Non-Resident License

1 Use G ear W /O Recreational G ear License

6 Angling W /O Saltw ater License

1 Possess Over Lim it O f Red D rum  In Excess O f 27”

4 Take O r Possess Undersized Red Drum

4 Take O r Possess Undersized Black Drum

2 Not Abiding By Commission Rules -  Finfish

1 Fail To Have Commercial License In Possession

1 Take O r Sell Commercial Fish O r Bait Species W /O Commercial 
License

1 Take Commercial Fish W /O Commercial G ear License

2 Take O r Possess Com m ercial Fish W/O Vessel License

1 Use C rab  T raps W /O R equired Markings

1 Set C rab  T raps In  Navigation Channels O r Entrance To Stream s



TO TA L DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

1 Fail To Comply W ith Spotted T rou t Take Regulations

3 Possess O r Sell Undersized C rabs

4 Possess O ver 20% Undersized Crabs

1 Traw ling In  Closed Season

1 Traw ling Inside W aters W ith Oversized Double Rings

4 Butterflying In  Closed Season

1 Use Illegal Mesh Trawl, Butterfly Nets, Seines, O r Skimmers

2 Take Shrim p At Night In  Prohibited Area

1 H unt O r Take Deer O r B ear Closed Season

1 H unt O r Take Deer O r B ear Illegal H ours O r W ith Artificial L ight

24 Not A biding By Rules And Regulations O n W ildlife M anagem ent A rea

7 Littering

1 O ther T han  Wildlife And Fisheries

1 Illegal Possession O f Drugs O r M arijuana

1 O btain License By Fraud

W ARNING CITATIONS:

TO TA L 37 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

2 Angling W /O Resident License
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1 Use G ear W/O Recreational G ear License

1 Take O r Possess Undersized Black Drum

32 Boating

1 Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On W ildlife M anagem ent Area

CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

1,343.6 pounds of shrim p sold for $2,527.55; 6 king mackerel; 6 red  drum ; 6 crates o f crabs 
RTW ; 1 red drum ; 1 crab  trap ; 2 mesh traw ls; 3 champagne baskets; 2 ice chests; 1 shrim p 
traw l; 1 commercial vessel license; 1 commercial shrim p traw l license; 2 hand rolled 
cigarettes and 4 half smoked made rolled cigarettes -  believed to be m arijuana; 2 speckled 
tro u t

TO TA L OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REG IO N  5

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

144 Boating

14 Com m ercial Fishing

0 Federal M igratory

7 L ittering

3 Miscellaneous

92 R ecreational Fishing

2 State H unting/Trapping

24 W M A  Rules and Regulations
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TOTAL NUM BER FO R PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

4 Public Assistance

TOTAL NUM BER OF CASES M ADE ON WMAs AND REFU G ES

TOTAL NAME OF MANAGEMENT AREA

37 Rockefeller

1 State Wildlife

1 M arsh Island

0 Sabine Island

0 W est Bay

0 M arshy Bayou
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REGION 6: PARISHES: IBERIA, IBERV ILLE,
LAFAYETTE, PT.COUPEE 
ST.LANDRY, W .B.ROUGE

TO TA L CASES 216 W ILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 8

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

77 Boating

55 Angling W /O A License

6 Not A biding By Rules/Regulations On W MA

13 Take Illegal Size Black Bass

6 Angling W /O Non-Resident License

2 Destroy Legal C rab  T raps O r Removing Contents

2 Littering

1 Take Comm. Fish W /O Comm. G ear License

1 Take Comm. Fish W/O Comm. Vessel License

12 Fish W /O Resident Pole License

2 Fail To M aintain Records

4 Traw l D uring Closed Season

4 Traw l Inside W aters W ith Oversized Double Rigs

1 Use G ear W /O Recreational G ear License

2 Resisting An Officer
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TOTAL DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

1 O perate ATV Vehicle On Public Road

1 Reckless O peration O f A Vehicle

1 Driving On Levees

1 Poss. O f Stolen Things

1 Take/Possess A lligators Closed Season

1 Take/Possess G am e Fish Illegally

1 Obtain License By F raud

2 Take/Possess O ver The Limit Freshw ater Gamefish

2 Simple Crim inal Damage To Property

1 Operating Vehicle W hile Intoxicated

2 Possess W ith In ten t To Distribute Schedule II  Controlled D angerous 
Substance

3 Fail To Have Com m ercial License

3 Not Abiding By Commission Rules

2 Take/Possess U ndersize Black Drum

2 Take/Possess O ver Lim it Black Drum

1 Sell and/or Buy Fish W/O W holesale/Retail Dealer’s License

1 Battery O f A Police Officer

1 Disturbing The Peace By Intoxication

1 Illegal Possession O f Drugs/M arijuana
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W ARNING CITATIONS:

TO TA L 26 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

25 Boating

1 Angling W /O A License

CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION D ESCRIPTION

33 black bass, 10 live crabs, 1 crab  trap , 1 account receipt, 1530 lbs. Shrim p, 4 traw ls, 
checks totaling $2025.95,1 je t ski, 1 alligator, 1 cast net, 1 ice chest, 1 basic fishing license, 
19 striped bass, 4 containers of prescription narcotics, 17 black drum ,

TO TA L O F EACH CATEGORY FO R  REGION 6

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

77 Boating

21 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal M igratory

2 Littering

16 Miscellaneous

94 Recreational Fishing
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0 State H unting/T  rapping

6 WMA Rules and Regulations

TOTAL NUM BER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

1 Public Assistance

TOTAL NUM BER OF CASES MADE ON WMAs AND REFUGES

TOTAL NAME OF M ANAGEMENT AREA

0 Thistlethwaite Wildlife M anagement A rea

8 Sherburne W ildlife M anagement Area

0 Attakapas W ildlife M anagement Area
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REG IO N  7: PARISHES: ASCENSION, E.B. ROUGE,
E. FELICIANA, LIVINGSTON, 
ST. HELENA, ST. TAMMANY, 
TANGIPAHOA, W ASHINGTON, 
W. FELICIANA

TO TA L CASES 198 W ILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 0

TOTAL DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

78 Boating

58 Angling W /O A License

11 Angling W /O A Non-Resident License

1 Angling W/O A Non-Resident Saltw ater License

1 Angling W /O A Resident Saltw ater License

3 Angling W/O A Cane Pole License

1 Possession O f Live Non-Game Q uadrupeds

1 Possession O f Alligator In  Closed Season W /O Perm it

4 Possession O f Firem an W hile Frogging

2 Possession O f Undersize Speckled Trout

1 Take Commercial Fish W /O Vessel License

1 Sell W /O W holesale/Retail Dealers License

4 Possession O f C rabs In  B erry Stage

8 Possession O f Undersize Crabs

12 Possession O f Undersize C rabs Over 20%
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TOTAL DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

2 Fail To M ark  C rab  Containers

1 O perate W ithin 100’ O f Scenic River W /O Perm it

4 Littering

4 Violate Sanitary Code

1 Possess Undersize Red Drum

WARNING CITATIONS:

TOTAL 58 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

26 Boating

19 Angling W /O Resident License

4 Angling W /O A Saltw ater License

1 Take Undersize Red drum

4 Angling W /O Non-Resident License

2 Angling W /O Non-Resident Saltwater License

2 Possession Undersize Speckled Trout

CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

1-5 foot alligator, 7 speckled tro u t, 1 red  drum , 1,306 sacks of oysters, 33 berry  crabs, 46 
boxes of crabs.
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TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY FO R REGION 7

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

78 Boating

32 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal M igratory

4 Littering

2 Miscellaneous

77 Recreational Fishing

5 State H unting/Trapping

0 WMA Rules and Regulations

TO TA L NUMBER FO R PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TO TA L DESCRIPTION

3 Public Assistance

TO TA L NUM BER OF CASES MADE ON WMAs AND REFUGES

TOTAL NAME O F M ANAGEMENT AREA

0
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REGION 8: PARISHES: JEFFERSO N , ORLEANS,
PLAQUEMINE, ST. BERNARD, 
ST. CHARLES

TOTAL CASES 238 W ILD LIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES #14

TOTAL DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

48 Boating

50 Angling W /O A License

9 Angling W /O  A License

1 Use Recreational G ear W/O A R ecreational G ear License

8 Angling W /O A Saltwater License

5 Angling W /O A Non-resident Saltw ater License

4 Take/Possess O ver The Limit O f U ndersized Catfish

3 Take/Possess O ver The Limit O f Red D rum

1 Possess O ver The Lim it O f Red D rum  In  Excess O f 27”

5 Take/Possess Undersized Red Drum

6 Take/Possess Undersized Spotted Sea T ro u t

1 Take/Possess Undersized Black Drum

3 Not Abiding By Commission Rules A nd Regulations For Com m ercial 
Finfish( Snapper)

1 Fail To Have Commercial License In  Possession

3 Take O r Sell Commercial Fish W/O A Commercial License
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TOTAL DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

1 Take Commercial Fish W /O Commercial G ear License

3 Take/Possess Commercial Fish W/O A Vessel License

3 Sell /Buy Fish W/O W holesale/Retail D ealer’s License

2 Sell/Buy Fish W/O A Retail Seafood D ealer’s License

6 Fail To M aintain Records

3 Use Saltw ater Gill Net Illegally

2 Sell And O r Buy Game Fish

4 Buy Com m ercial Fish From  Unlicensed Fisherm an

1 Use C rab T raps W /O Required M arkings

1 Destroy Legal C rab Traps O r Remove Contents

1 Violate C rab  T rap  Escape Ring Requirem ents

3 Allow A nother To Use Commercial License

1 Tending C rab  T raps Illegal Hours

2 Fail To Comply W ith Quota Closure F o r Spotted Sea Trout

3 Fail To R eport Commercial Fisheries D ata

1 Possess /Sell Undersize H ard  C rabs (10% -19% )

3 Possess O ver 20%  Undersize Crabs

1 Butterflying In  Closed Season

2 Use Skimmers In  Closed Season
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TOTAL DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

2 Failure To Have W ritten Permission

3 Take Oysters From  Unapproved Area

2 Unlawfully Take Oysters O ff A Private Lease

5 Take Oysters Closed Season

2 Resist An O fficer

2 Illegal Possession O f M arijuana

3 Operating Vehicle While Intoxicated

4 Littering

1 Driving W /O O perators License

1 Reckless O peration  O f A Vehicle

5 Conspiracy

5 Filing False Public Records

3 Forgery

1 Driving W ith  Suspended License

1 Obstruction O f Justice

1 Possess Stolen Property

2 Violate No W ake Zone

4 Violation O f S anitary  Code-Ch. 9-(Vessel Regulations)
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W ARNING CITATIONS:

TOTAL 17 DESCRIPTION OF CITA TIO N

10 Boating

5 Angling W /O A Basic License

1 Angling W/O A Saltw ater License

1 Take/Possess Undersized Red Drum

CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

Seafood donated: drum  41, snapper 20, spotted sea trou t 122, black drum  3.
S eafo o d  D e s tro y e d :s p o tte d  sea  t r o u t  7 , b la c k  d ru m  1, sh eep sh ead  1.

S ea fo o d  R e tu rn e d  T o  W a te r :  o y s te rs  73  s a c k s , c ra b s  980 lbs., re d  d r u m  3 , c a tf is h  226, b a ss  17, b la c k  d ru m  2, 

S ea fo o d  S o ld  A t B id :— s h r im p — 162 p o u n d s  so ld  fo r  $315.90.

H a rd w a re  C o n f is c a te d : 7000 feet o f  g ill n e t ,  (1 ) m o to rb o a t—  (1) o u tb o a r d  m o to r—  (1) b u t te r f ly  n e t------(2)
s k im m e r  n e ts ------- (2 ) sk im m e r  f ra m e s  a n d  100  fee t o f  u n a tte n d e d  g ill n e t  re tr ie v e d .

TOTAL O F EACH CATEGORY F O R  REGION 8

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

48 Boating
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62 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal M igratory

4 Littering

31 Miscellaneous

93 Recreational Fishing

0 State H unting/Trapping

0 WMA Rules and Regulations

TOTAL NUM BER FO R PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

7 Public Assistance

TOTAL NUM BER OF CASES M ADE ON WMAs AND REFUGES

TOTAL NAM E OF M ANAGEMENT AREA

1 Salvador

4 Biloxi

9 Pas A Loutre
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REGION 9: PARISHES: ASSUMPTION, ST. JA M ES
ST. JOH N , ST. MARY 
TERREBONNE, LAFOURCHE 
JEFFERSO N  GRAND ISLE 

LO W ER ST. M ARTIN

TOTAL CASES 285 W ILD LIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 17

TOTAL DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

152 Boating

24 Angling W /O A  License

3 Angling W /O A License Non-Resident

3 Use G ear W /O Recreational G ear License

8 Angling W/O Saltw ater License

1 Taking Over L im it Freshwater Gam efish (Bass)

1 Take O/L Red D rum  (On W ater)

1 Possess Over 10 Red Drum (Off W ater)

2 Possess O/L O f Red Drum In Excess O f 27” (Recreational)

3 Take Illegal Size B lack Bass

3 Take Undersized Red Drum

4 Take Undersized Spotted Sea T ro u t (Recreational)

4 Take Undersized Black Drum (Recreational)

3 Take O/L Spotted Sea Trout (On W ater)

1 Take O/L Black D rum
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TOTAL DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

3 Fail To Have Com m ercial License In Possession

5 Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial License

4 Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial G ear License

3 Take Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License

1 Sell Fish W/O W holesale/Retail Dealer’s License

1 Fail To M aintain Records

3 Use Saltwater Net Illegally (Gill Net O n Boat)

4 Take Undersize Commercial Finfish (Catfish)

2 Blocking Passage O f Fish

3 Possess Crabs In  B erry Stage

1 Allow Unlicensed Fisherm an To Use Vessel License

1 Allow Unlicensed Fisherm an To Use G ear License

1 Tending C rab T raps Illegal Hours

1 Fail To Have Com m ercial License ( M enhaden)

5 Traw l Closed Season

6 Traw l Over Size Double Rigs

3 Use Skimmers Closed Season

1 Possess over 20%  Undersize Crabs

1 Use Illegal Skim mers Mounted Over 24 Inches
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TOTAL DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

1 Violate Shrim p Provisions )

1 Failure To Tag Sacked Oysters

4 Use Oversize Skimmers

1 Possession O f Untagged Oysters

2 Take Deer Closed Season

2 Possession O f Illegally Taken Deer Closed Season

2 H unt On DMAP Lands W/O Perm it F rom  Owner

1 Collect Am phibians Recreational W /O Basic Fishing License

5 N ot Abiding By R & R  On WMA Com m ercial Activity

4 Not Abiding By R & R  On WMA A fter H ours

W ARNING CITATIONS:

TO TA L 39 DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

1 Angling W/O A License

2 Angling W/O Saltw ater License
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CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

4 white trout, 62 lbs. shrim p, 207 lbs. shrim p sold $312, 23 bass, 649 catfish, 1207 lbs. 
catfish sold $801.70, 121 speckle trou t, 8 black drum , 13 sacks oysters, 300 lbs. crabs, 6 
berry  crabs, 30 lbs. assorted seafood, 1 deer, 3 redfish, 6 red  drum , 15 skim m er nets, 250 ft 
gill net, 1 boat and  m otor (physical seizure), 1 boat and m otor (paper seizure) 3 trawls, 1 
pick up truck  (paper seizure), 1 shotgun, 2 rifle, 1 commercial license, 8 ice chests

TOTAL O F EA CH  CATEGORY FO R  REGION 9

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

152 Boating

56 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal M igratory

0 Littering

0 Miscellaneous

61 Recreational Fishing

7 State H unting/Trapping

9 WMA Rules and Regulations

39 W arning Citations

TOTAL NUM BER FO R PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

3 Public Assistance
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TOTAL NUM BER O F CASES MADE ON WMAs AND REFUGES

TOTAL NAME OF M ANAGEM ENT AREA

4 Atchafalaya Delta

11 Pointe Aux Chenes

2 M anchac
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SPECIAL STRIKE FORCE STATEWIDE

TO TA L CASES 42 W ILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 8

TOTAL DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

3 Boating

10 Angling W/O A License

3 Angling W/O A License Non-Resident

7 Angling W/O A Saltw ater License

1 Angling W/O A Saltw ater License Non-Resident

2 T ake O r Possess Undersize Black Bass

3 T ake O r Possess Overlim it O f Spotted Seatrout

2 Fail To Have Com m ercial License In  Possession

2 T ake Commercial Fish W/O Com m ercial G ear License

1 T ake O r Possess Commercial Fish W /O A  Vessel License

1 Traw ling Inside W aters W/Oversized D ouble Rigs

W ARNING CITATIONS:

TO TA L 4 DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

2 No Boat Registration Certificate In  Possession

1 Im proper Boat N um bers

1 Fail To Have P.F.D. O n Person U nder 13
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CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

169 lbs. of shrim p sold to C yprem ont Pt. Supply House, 93 spotted scatrout, 6 b lack drum , 
1-32 foot traw l, 6 skim m er nets, 1-1200 foot gill net, 6-48 q u art ice chest.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FO R  SPECIAL STRIK E FORCE

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

3 Boating

6 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal M igratory

0 Littering

0 Miscellaneous

26 Recreational Fishing

0 State H unting/Trapping

7 WMA Rules and Regulations

TOTAL NUM BER FO R PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

0 Public Assistance
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TOTAL NUMBER O F CASES MADE ON WMAs AND REFUGES

TOTAL NAME OF M ANAGEM ENT AREA

2 Pointe-Aux-Chene

6 Rockefeller
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SEAFOOD INVESTIGATIVE UNIT STATEWIDE

TOTAL CASES 27 SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS UNIT 0

TOTAL DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

1 Boating

2 Angling W ithout A License

2 Angling W ithout A Saltw ater License

2 Fish W/O Resident Pole License

1 Possess Over The L im it O f Red D rum  In  Excess O f 27”

1 Retail Dealer, R estaurant, Grocer Buy Fish From  O ther T h an  A 
Wholesale Retail Seafood Dealer

1 Failure To M aintain Records

3 Buy Commercial Fish From  Un -  Licensed Fisherman

1 Theft -  M isdem eanor (4 counts)

1 Theft -  Felony (2 counts)

1 Take Commercial F ish W/O Com m ercial G ear License

3 Fail To M aintain Records

1 Injuring Public Records (5 counts)

2 Conspiracy (Federal)

3 Filing False Public Records

2 O ther Than W ildlife And Fisheries
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WARNING CITATIONS:

TOTAL 0 DESCRIPTION OF CITATION

0

CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

2-boat m otor and  tra iler, 2 -  redfish, 2,970 lbs. of king m ackerel sold for $3,810.00.

TOTAL O F EA CH  CATEGORY F O R  SEAFOOD INVESTIGATIVE UNIT

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

1 Boating

18 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal M igratory

0 Littering

2 Miscellaneous

6 Recreational Fishing

0 State H unting/Trapping

0 WMA Rules and  Regulations

0 W arning Citations
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TOTAL NUMBER FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

8 Public Assistance

TO TA L NUM BER OF CASES MADE ON WMAs AND REFUGES

TOTAL NAME OF MANAGEMENT AREA

0
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OYSTER STRIKE FORCE STATEWIDE

TOTAL CASES 45 W ILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 0

TOTAL DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

6 Boating

2 Take Undersized Spotted Sea Trout

1 Take Undersized Red Drum

4 Angling W ithout Basic Fishing License

3 Angling W ithout Basic Fishing License Non-Resident

3 Angling W ithout Saltw ater Fishing License Non-Resident

1 Unlawfully Take Oysters From Private Lease

1 T ake Oysters From  An Unm arked Lease

1 Fail To Have W ritten Permission

1 Possess Untagged Oysters

1 Fail To Have Sacked Oysters

1 Fail To Fill Out O yster Tags Correctly

1 A dulterated O r M isbranded Seafood

3 Violation O f Sanitation Code C hapter 9-Refrigerate O ysters Properly

4 Violation O f Sanitation Code C hapter 9-Im proper Log Sheets

1 Skim m er Nets M ounted In  Excess O f 24 inches
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TOTAL DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

3 No Commercial Vessel License

2 Use C rab T raps W ithout Required M arkings

1 No Commercial License In Possession

2 Violate C rab T rap  Ring Requirem ent

1 No Commercial License

2 No Commercial G ear License

WARNING CITATIONS:

TOTAL 0 DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

0

CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

1,288 oyster sacks, 70 boxes of crabs, 2-spotted seatrout, 1 red  drum , and 4 crab  traps.

TO TA L O F EACH CATEGORY FO R  OYSTER STR IK E FORCE

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

6 Boating

26 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal M igratory
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0 Littering

0 Miscellaneous

13 Recreational Fishing

0 State H unting/Trapping

0 WMA Rules and Regulations

TOTAL NUM BER FO R PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

0 Public Assistance

TOTAL NUM BER OF CASES M ADE ON WMAs AND REFUGES

TOTAL NAME OF MANAGEMENT AREA

0
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S.W .E.P. COASTAL W ATERS

TOTAL CASES 17 W ILD LIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (WMA) & REFUGES 0

TOTAL DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

2 Boating

3 Take Oysters Unapproved Area

2 Use Skim m er Closed Season

1 Take Commercial F ish W/O Commercial License

1 Take Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License

1 Angling W/O License Non-Resident

1 Angling W/O Saltw ater License Non-Resident

3 Angling W/O License

3 Angling W/O Saltw ater License

W ARNING CITATIONS:

TOTAL DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

0

CONFISCATIONS:

CONFISCATION DESCRIPTION

180 lbs. of shrim p sold for $189.00, 5 red  drum , 1 trip le tail, 1 bonita, 2 sk im m er nets, and 
10 sacks o f oysters.
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TOTAL O F EA CH  CATEGORY FO R  S.W.E.P.
TOTAL DESCRIPTION O F CITATION

2 Boating

7 Commercial Fishing

0 Federal M igratory

0 Littering

0 Miscellaneous

8 Recreational Fishing

0 State Hunting/Trapping

0 W MA Rules and Regulations

TOTAL NUM BER FO R  PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

TOTAL DESCRIPTION

0 Public Assistance

TOTAL NUM BER O F CASES MADE ON WMAs AND REFUGES

TOTAL NAME OF M ANAGEMENT AREA

0



TOTAL CASES WMA AND REFUGES -113

TOTAL CASES -1635

NOTE: WRITTEN WARNINGS =  3 6 8



Aug. 02 1999 08:46AM"Pi,FROM :'USFUS/LE MONROE PHONE NO. : 318 325 1735

£221 jj

Migratory Bird Hunting & Federal Baiting Regulations: 
What Hunters Need to Know

The U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service’s new rule and Public Law 105-312, which went into effect 
last fall, change Federal migratory game bird hunting regulations that govern baiting. All o f these 
changes will be in force for the 1999-2000 hunting season. States, however, may adopt stricter 
rules, so hunters should check with state game agencies before taking to the field.

Under these new measures, unless prohibited by state law^ hunters MAY:

Hunt all migratory game birds, including waterfowl, coots, and cranes, over natural 
vegetation that has been mowed or manipulated in other ways. There is no restriction on 
when manipulation may occur.

Hunt all migratory game birds, including waterfowl, coots, and cranes, where seeds or 
grains have been scattered solely as the result o f a ‘‘normal agricultural planting, 
harvesting, post-harvest manipulation or normal soil stabilization practice.” Agricultural 
practices for hunting are limited to those undertaken to produce and gather a crop and 
manage the field afterwards.

Hunt all migratory game birds, including waterfowl, coots, and cranes, over surface-mined 
lands being, reclaimed where seeds or grains are scattered solely as a result o f a normal soil 
stabilization practice.

Hunt migratory game birds, except waterfowl, coots, and cranes, where grain or other 
feed has been distributed or scattered solely as the result o f the manipulation o f an 
agricultural crop or as the result o f a “normal agricultural operation.” The latter term 
includes planting, harvesting, and post-harvest manipulation but also encompasses farming 
practices related to livestock management.

Use natural vegetation to conceal a blind.

Use vegetation from agricultural crops to conceal a blind provided they do not expose, 
deposit, distribute, or scatter grain or other feed in the process.

Continue hunting over standing or flooded standing agricultural crops if they inadvertently 
scatter grain solely as a result o f entering or leaving the field, placing decoys, or retrieving 
downed birds.

As in the past, hunt all migratory game birds over standing crops, standing flooded crops, 
and flooded harvested croplands.

Be charged with hunting over bait if they “know or reasonably should know" that the area 
is or has been baited.
Be fined up to $15,000 and spend six months in jail if convicted o f hunting over bait.
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• Be fined up to $100,000 as an individual or $200,000 as an organization and spend one 
year in prison if convicted o f  placing bait.

With respect to Federal prohibitions, hunters should remember that they MAY 
NOT:

• Place, expose, deposit, distribute, or scatter salt, grain, or other feed that could lure or 
attract birds to, on, or over an area where hunters are attempting to take them.

• Hunt migratory game birds with the aid o f bait, or on or over any baited area.

• Hunt over any baited area until 10 days after all salt, grain, or other feed has been 
completely removed.

• Hunt waterfowl, coots, and cranes over manipulated planted millet. Planted millet is NOT 
considered natural vegetation unless it becomes naturalized and grows on its own in 
subsequent years.

• Hunt waterfowl, coots, and cranes over seed or grain from manipulated agricultural crops 
or normal agricultural operations except where seed or grain are present solely as a result 
o f a normal planting, harvesting, or post-harvest manipulation or normal soil stabilization 
practice.

• Hunt migratory game birds if the use o f vegetation from agricultural crops to conceal a 
blind exposes, deposits, distributes, or scatters grain or other feed.

Hunters should also remember that:

• They are responsible for ensuring that the hunting area has not been baited before they 
start hunting.

» They should physically inspect the field or marsh; question landowners, guides, and 
caretakers; and take other reasonable steps to verify the legality of the hunting area.

I
• They must know and obey all applicable Federal and State hunting regulations. •

• When making agricultural determinations, the Fish and Wildlife Service relies upon official 
recommendations o f  State Extension Specialists of the Cooperative Extension Service of 
the U.S. Department o f  Agriculture.
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Q&As for Final Rule on Baiting

Why is the Service changing the baiting regulation?
The new rule clarifies current regulations and promotes sound habitat management. It seeks to 
encourage the creation o f new habitat for migratory game birds while continuing to provide 
hunting opportunities consistent with their conservation.

NEW PROVISIONS

What are the m^jor points in the new rule?
The new rule
• Allows the hunting o f  all migratory game birds, including waterfowl, in areas where 

natural vegetation has been manipulated. Manipulation may occur at any time.
• Excludes planted millet from the definition o f “natural vegetation” but allows for hunting 

over manipulated naturalized millet.
• Retains agricultural settings where hunting is allowed for doves and pigeons, but not 

permitted for waterfowl, coots, and cranes.
• Incorporates Service policy o f  relying on experts from the U S Department of Agriculture 

for judgments concerning the legitimacy bf agricultural activities and soil stabilization 
measures.

• Accommodates the use o f both natural and agricultural vegetation to conceal blinds.
• Specifies that the inadvertent scattering o f seed from standing or flooded standing crops 

during the course o f  hunting does not constitute baiting,
'  Defines all the key terms used in the baiting regulation.

Why is the Service allowing hunting of all migratory game birds, including waterfowl, 
coots, and cranes, over natural vegetation that has been manipulated?
We never intended our regulations to discourage moist-soil management practices that benefit 
migratory birds and other wildlife. Natural vegetation is different from cultivated cereal crops in 
that it does not have the ability to produce artificially high seed abundance like agricultural crops. 
These changes will support the creation and maintenance of important wetland habitat without 
restricting hunting opportunities.

1
Why is the Service excluding planted millet from its definition of natural vegetation?
In contrast to our proposed rule, we have decided to treat planted millet like other agricultural 
crops. Although we recognize that naturalized millet can be an important food source for 
migrating and wintering migratory birds, we are concerned that the inclusion o f planted millet as 
“natural vegetation” could ultimately discourage moist-soil management o f native plants. We do 
not want to imply that planting an agricultural crop (i.e,, millet) is ecologically equivalent to 
traditional moist-soil management. While agriculturally improved plant varieties can be more 
dependable than diverse natural moist-soil plants and have predictable maturation dates, they 
provide much less ecological and migratory bird management benefits. Further, removal of 
incentives for private landowners to continue natural moist-soil management would be contrary to
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the goals o f the North American Waterfowl Management Plan and would not ultimately benefit , 
migratory birds.

Will hunting be allowed over naturalized millet?
• Although planted millet is not considered natural vegetation, planted millet that becomes 
naturalized by growing on its own in subsequent years can be manipulated as natural vegetation.

Why did the Service delete the proposed 10-day restriction on manipulation of natural 
vegetation prior to the start of the hunting season?
We originally included the 10-day restriction on manipulation because we had included millet in 
our proposed definition o f '‘natural vegetation.” Unlike native plants that mature at various times 
throughout the growing season, agricultural millet has a predictable maturation date. Since the 
unrestricted manipulation o f planted millet could conflict with the prohibition against hunting over 
manipulated agricultural crops, we proposed the 10-day restriction to address this concern. With 
the specific exclusion of planted millet from the final definition o f “natural vegetation,” we no 
longer need this restriction. Eliminating this provision from the final rule also recognizes the fact 
that optimal management of moist-soil areas depends on manipulations driven by such natural 
factors as rainfall and temperature. Ensuring that habitat managers have the flexibility to 
manipulate natural vegetation throughout the year, without regard to hunting seasons, best serves 
our overall habitat creation and conservation objectives.

How does the new rule handle hunting in agricultural areas?
Although we had hoped to simplify this aspect of the baiting regulation, we judged it appropriate 
to maintain a distinction between practices allowed for hunting all migratory game birds, including 
waterfowl, coots, zuid cranes, over agricultural lands and those allowed for hunting only certain 
migratory game birds, such as doves.

The rule specifies that migratory game birds, including waterfowl, coots, and cranes can be 
hunted over scattered grains in an agricultural field only if  the grains are present “solely as the 
result o f a normal agricultural planting, harvesting, post-harvest manipulation, or normal soil 
stabilization practice.” The definition o f a “normal agricultural planting, harvesting, or 
post-harvest manipulation” limits acceptable farming practices for hunting to those typically 
undertaken to produce and gather a crop and manage the field afterwards. The rule defines 
“normal soil stabilization practice” as a planting intended to control agricultural soil erosion or 
reclaim surface mined l^nd.

Doves and other migratory game birds, except waterfowl, coots, and cranes, may also be hunted 
“on or over lands where grain or other feed has been distributed or scattered as a result o f the 
manipulation of an agricultural crop” or “as a result o f a normal agricultural operation.” The latter 
term encompasses a greater range o f acceptable activities, including practices not directly tied to 
crop production — such as livestock feeding, for example. The new rule continues to provide 
greater hunting opportunities for this group o f migratory game birds.
How are hunters and others supposed to determine what agricultural and soil stabilization 
activities are “normal” when the legality of hunting is in question?
As noted above, the new mle defines the three terms (“normal agricultural planting, harvesting, or
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post-harvest manipulation,” “normal soil stabilization practice," and “normal agricultural 
operation**) used to describe land-use activities compatible with hunting different migratory birds 
in agricultural areas. In each case, those definitions specify that allowable activities are those 
conducted in accordance with official recommendations ofU.S. Department of Agriculture state 
extension specialists for the particular geographic area. Hunters should remember that 
recommended agricultural practices may vary from state-to-state, region-to-regjon within a state, 
even from site to site.

The Service has traditionally relied on state extension specialists to determine the validity of 
agricultural practices and operations. The new rule incorporates our existing policy and makes 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture the official authority for determining what farming activities 
are or are not “normal” in a given area.

Why is post-mining land reclamation included in the definition of “normal soil stabilization 
practice”?
The reclamation o f post-mining lands is an ecologically and socially valuable initiative. In many 
cases, reclamation o f post-mining lands is a statutorily mandated requirement. We have 
historically excluded these lands from allowable hunting areas because they were not planted for 
agricultural purposes. However, other than purpose, the process o f reclaiming mining lands 
differs little from the process o f preparing agricultural lands. We believe that these lands should 
not be excluded from hunting merely because the purpose of the planting is not agricultural.

Has the Service added any new prohibitions?
No. None were deemed appropriate or necessary for the conservation o f migratory game birds.

Why did the Service decide not to prohibit hunting over top-sown fields, as originally 
proposed?
Top sowing of crops is a commonly used practice for both agricultural and soil conservation 
purposes. Top sowing can be used to quickly convert plowed and harvested fields to pastures, 
reduce wind and water erosion, and prevent the transfer o f nutrients to adjacent wetlands from 
farm lands. In many states, top sowing is not only a “normal” agricultural practice but is the 
“recommended” practice as it disturbs less soil than traditional tilling and planting. Some top 
sowing is based on incentive payments for cover crops to capture unused nutrients and prevent 
their loss into ground or surface water. After further review, we could see no biological reason 
for eliminating hunting elver this valid, widespread agricultural practice. Excluding top sown 
areas would, in essence, penalize farmers for practicing soil conservation.

Why did the Service include provisions concerning camouflaging blinds? What use of 
vegetation is allowed?
Public confusion and misconceptions prompted us to address this issue. The rule now makes it 
clear that hunters can use both natural and agricultural vegetation to camouflage blinds. No 
restrictions apply when natural vegetation is used. Hunters, however, may only use agricultural 
plants for camouflage if such use does not expose, deposit, distribute, or scatter grain or other
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Why did the Service address the issue of the inadvertent scattering of grain?
Many state wildlife agencies, hunters, and other commenters believed that the latitude for 
misinterpretation o f this issue under the former regulations was much too wide. While we have 
not changed our enforcement policy, by inclusion o f  this new language, we believe that hunters 
will have assurance that the inadvertent scattering o f grain from standing or flooded standing 
agricultural crops during normal hunting activities, such as entering and leaving hunting areas and 
retrieving downed birds, will not be considered baiting offenses.

Does the new rule address the issue of strict liability?
For years, courts in most parts o f this country had historically applied a strict liability standard to 
baiting offenses. Under this standard, law enforcement officers did not have to prove that hunters 
knew bait was present in order to prove a  violation had occurred.

We proposed no change to this standard. However, on October 30,1998, Public Law 105-312 
eliminated strict liability for baiting offenses and instead made it unlawful for anyone to hunt with 
the aid of bait “if the person knows or reasonably should know that the area is a baited area,”

We have incorporated this “knows or reasonably should know” standard in the baiting regulation 
to promote public understanding o f the new law. As in the past, however, hunters are responsible 
for ensuring that no bait is present before they begin hunting. They should thoroughly inspect the 
field or marsh, question landowners and guides, and take other reasonable steps to verify the 
legality of their hunt.

Did Congress make any other changes with respect to baiting?
Yes. Legislators increased the maximum fine for hunting over bait from $5,000 to $15,000. They 
also made the placement o f  bait a violation o f the Migratory Bird Treaty Act punishable by a fine 
up to $100,000 for an individual or $200,000 for an organization, a prison term of up to one year, 
or both. In the past, individuals who baited fields were charged with “aiding and abetting,” that 
is, helping someone else commit the crime of hunting over bait. They face stiffer penalties under 
the new law.

EFFECTS OF THE RULE

What is moist-soil management and how docs it benefit migratory birds?
Moist-soil management's the management o f man-made, seasonally flooded impoundments; it 
involves the manipulation o f soil, water, and vegetation to enhance habitat for migratory birds. 
Modem moist-soil management practices include water level manipulation, planting, mowing, and 
burning. These practices encourage the growth o f moist-soil plants for use by wildlife, including 
migratory birds; promote the production o f invertebrate and vertebrate food sources; control 
undesirable plants; and increase biological diversity. Moist-soil plants provide essential nutritional 
requirements; consistently yield more pounds and diversity o f food per acre than agricultural 
crops; produce seeds that are more nutritionally complete and resistant to decay when flooded 
(allowing longer and more constant use by waterfowl); and are more economic and efficient to 
manage than agricultural crops.
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How does the new rule provide for the long-term conservation of migratory birds?
We believe that one o f the most important factors affecting waterfowl and other migratory bird 
populations is the amount and availability of quality habitat. North America has lost many o f its 
original wetlands, and in many o f  those that remain, large-scale land-use changes have altered the 
natural water regime to the point that they are no longer ecologically functional.

To mitigate for the extensive loss and alteration o f wetlands, it is critical that wildlife managers 
intensively manage many o f  the remaining wetland areas to maximize their value to wildlife, 
especially migratory birds, through practices such as moist-soil management. Since the vast 
majority o f wetland and other migratory bird habitat is privately owned, we believe new and 
innovative approaches to our traditional habitat protection and management programs are 
required to encourage private landowners to participate in habitat conservation.

We also believe that our program should not discourage private landowners and others from 
conserving, restoring, and managing wetland areas for the benefit o f migratory birds and other 
wildlife. Under existing regulations, modem moist-soil management practices, which often 
expose or scatter seeds, could potentially result in the creation o f possible baiting situations. Our 
rules may have served as a disincentive to landowners to create and maintain wetland habitat, 
because o f concerns about the legality o f hunting the property.

To promote moist-soil management and habitat conservation, we decided to allow the 
manipulation of natural vegetation at any time. This rule enables wildlife habitat managers to 
conduct valuable moist-soil management in wetland areas fnd promote increased benefits to 
migratory birds and other wildlife without sacrificing hunting opportunities. As a result, 
waterfowl populations and their long-term conservation will benefit from additional feeding, 
roosting, and resting habitat in important migration and wintering areas.

If migratory game bird populations decrease after implementation of the new regulations, 
can they be changed?
Every year, the Service prescribes frameworks for the upcoming migratory bird hunting seasons. 
During these rulemaking processes, we set bag limits, length of seasons, and determine what birds 
may be hunted. We use data on population levels to make these decisions and can limit or close 
seasons for particular birds if  necessary. These adjustments can be made annually. We can also 
revisit the baiting regulations if  we believe they are having a detrimental effect on migratory birds.
- V
How does the new rule serve the interests of clarity?
For the first time, the rule defines the key terms used in the baiting regulation. These definitions 
should make it easier for hunters, land owners, and others to understand what activities are 
allowed or prohibited. New provisions with respect to camouflaging blinds and the inadvertent 
scattering o f grain while hunting will also eliminate confusi on.

Will the public be able to learn more about the changes?
Yes. We will be revising our publication “Waterfowl Baiting Regulations Review" to explain the 
new regulations and how they affect hunters and landowners.
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How will Federal and slate enforcement efforts be affected by the new rule?
Our goals in revising the baiting regulation included ensuring that any new provisions contribute 
to the fair and consistent enforcement o f  protections for migratory birds. As with any new rule, 
only time will tell whether we successfully met that goal.

The rule, o f course, changes some o f  the parameters for baiting enforcement. In some cases, 
these changes may create new challenges for officers in the field. Other changes eliminate 
ambiguities that may have caused problems in the past. The clarifications provided should serve 
the interests o f both hunters and law enforcement officers.

Law enforcement officers have already confronted the biggest challenge they face with respect to 
baiting —  the elimination o f strict liability. This change, which was introduced by Public Law 
105-312, requires officers to prove that hunters “know or reasonably should know” that an area is 
baited before they can be charged for hunting over bait. In some cases, it may take more work, 
more time, and more resources to successfully document a baiting offense.

How does the new regulation affect state baiting laws?
States may enact legislation that is more restrictive, but they cannot permit activities that are 
prohibited by federal law or regulation. Existing state baiting laws, if more restrictive, remain in 
effect.

THE RULEMAKING PROCESS 

When did this rulemaking process start?
The review process that produced this rule began in 1991 when we announced that we intended 
to update a number of wildlife regulations. In 1993, we indicated that we were going to examine 
rules concerning migratory birds, and three years later, we invited comments from the public on 
the baiting regulation, particularly with respect to moist-soil management. The proposed rule we 
published last March outlined many o f  the changes now being announced. We have, however, 
modified some o f our proposals and eliminated others based on the comments we received.

What role did the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies play?
In March 1996, we asked the International to review waterfowl baiting issues involving the 
manipulation of natural Vegetation and moist soil management. All 50 state fish and wildlife 
agencies are members of the International. We work closely with these organizations to conserve 
migratory game birds and enforce hunting regulations, and consulting the International gave us 
access to a valuable source of collective professional expertise. We reviewed recommendations 
from the International, along with information provided by other organizations and individuals to 
prepare both the proposed and final rule.

What other groups participated in the process?
At each step in the rulemaking process, we invited public participation and carefully analyzed all 
o f the comments received. Many different groups and individuals, including hunters, landowners, 
natural resource managers, enforcement officers, and conservation advocates, contributed their
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ideas, knowledge, and expertise to this final rule. <

When does the new regulation take effect?
The rule takes effect 30 days after it appears in the Federal Register. New baiting regulations will 
thus be in place before the start o f the 1999-2000 hunting season.

I-
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Dove Hunting & Baiting

Mourning doves and other migratory birds are a national resource protected under the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act. The mourning dove is the most hunted migratory game bird in North America, and dove 
hunting is a popular sport in many parts of this country. Federal and state regulations help ensure that 
these birds continue to thrive while providing hunting opportunities.

Regulatory changes adopted by the federal government in 1999 define key terms for hunters and 
landowners with respect to baiting, and clarify conditions under which you can hunt doves and other 
migratory game birds. The goal o f these rules is not to regulate farming, but to ensure that you 
understand those practices that are compatible with dove hunting and those that are not.

As a hunter or land manager, it is your responsibility to know and obey all federal and state laws that 
govern the sport. This brochure reviews current federal rules on baiting and summarizes other federal 
regulations for dove hunting.

IM PORTANT: The federal regulations are more restrictive for waterfowl hunting than  for 
dove hunting. For inform ation on waterfowl hunting, carefully review the federal regulations 
and obtain the companion brochure on waterfowl hunting.

Excerpts From  Title 50, Code of Federal Regulations, P art 20.11

W hat term s do I  need to understand?

Normal agricultural planting, harvesting, or post-harvest manipulation means a planting or 
harvesting undertaken for the purpose of producing and gathering a crop, or manipulation after such 
harvest and removal of grain, that is conducted in accordance with official recommendations o f State 
Extension Specialists o f the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service o f the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture,

Normal agricultural operation means a normal agricultural planting, harvesting, post-harvest 
manipulation, or agricultural practice, that is conducted in accordance with official recommendations 
o f State Extension Specialists o f the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service 
of the U.S. Department o f Agriculture.

Normal soil stabilization practice means a planting for agricultural soil erosion control or post
mining land reclamation conducted in accordance with official recommendations of State Extension 
Specialists of the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture for agricultural soil erosion control.

Baited area means any area on which salt, grain, or other feed has been placed, exposed deposited, 
distributed, or scattered, i f  that salt, grain, or other feed could serve as a lure or attraction for 
migratory game birds to, on, or over areas where hunters are attempting to take them. Any such area 
will remain a baited area for ten days following the complete removal of all such salt, grain, or other 
feed.

Baiting means the direct or indirect placing, exposing, depositing, distributing, or scattering o f salt, 
grain, or other feed that could serve as a lure or attraction for migratory game birds to, o il , or over any 
areas where hunters are attempting to take them.

Manipulation means the alteration o f natural vegetation or agricultural crops by activities that
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include but are not limited to mowing, shredding, discing, rolling, chopping, trampling, flattening, 
burning, or herbicide treatments. The term manipulation does not include the distributing or 
scattering of grain, seed, or ocher feed after removal from or storage on the field where grown.

Natural vegetation means any non-agricultural, native, or naturalized plant species that grows at a 
site in response to planting or from existing seeds or other propagules. The term natural vegetation 
does not include planted millet. However, planted millet that grows on its own in subsequent years 
after the year o f planting is considered natural vegetation .

Excerpts From Title 50, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 20.21(i)

What hunting methods are illegal?

No persons shall take migratory game birds:

(1) By the aid o f baiting, or on or over any baited area, where a person knows or reasonably should 
know that the area is or has been baited. However, nothing in this paragraph prohibits:

(1) The taking of any migratory game bird, including waterfowl, coots, and cranes, on or 
over the following lands or areas that are not otherwise baited areas --

(i) Standing crops or flooded standing crops (including aquatics); standing, flooded, or 
manipulated natural vegetation; flooded harvested croplands; or lands or areas where 
seeds or grains have been scattered solely as the result of a normal agricultural planting, 
harvesting, post-harvest manipulation or normal soil stabilization practice;

(ii) From a blind or other place of concealment camouflaged with natural vegetation;

(iii) From a blind or other place of concealment camouflaged with vegetation from 
agricultural crops, as long as such camouflaging does not result in the exposing, 
depositing, distributing or scattering of grain or other feed; or

(iv) Standing or flooded standing agricultural crops where grain is inadvertently scattered 
solely as a result o f a hunter entering or exiting a hunting area, placing decoys, or 
retrieving downed birds.

(2) The taking o f any migratory game bird, except waterfowl, coots and cranes, on or over lands or 
areas that are not otherwise baited areas, and where grain or other feed has been distributed or 
scattered solely as the result o f manipulation of an agricultural crop or other feed on the Land where 
grown, or solely as the result o f a normal agricultural operation.

What This Means

You cannot hunt doves or any other migratory game bird by the aid o f baiting or on or over any 
baited area where you know or reasonably should know that the area is or has been baited. Baiting is 
the direct or indirect placing, exposing, depositing, distributing, or scattering of salt, grain, or other 
feed that could lure or attract migratory game birds to, on, or over any areas where hunters are 
attempting to take them. A baited area is any area on which salt, grain, or other feed has been placed, 
exposed, deposited, distributed, or scattered, if  that salt, grain, or feed could serve as a lure or 
attraction for migratory game birds.

If  you hunt on a baited area or by the aid of baiting, you could be fined up to $15,000 and spend up to 
six months in jail. If  you place or direct the placement o f bait, you face fines up to $100,000 as an 
individual or $200,000 as an organization and could go to prison for up to one year.
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The 10-Day Rule and Distance

The 10-day rule recognizes that removing bait does not remove the lure created, and that doves will 
habitually still be attracted to the same area even after the bait is gone. A baited area remains off 
limits to hunting for 10 days after all salt, grain, or other feed has been completely removed. How 
close to bait can you hunt without breaking the law? There is no set distance. Court rulings vary 
depending on the circumstances. The influence of any bait will increase or decrease depending on 
many factors, including topography, weather, and dove flight patterns, and can only be determined on 
a case-by-case basis. Remember, however, that the law prohibits hunting if  bait is present that could 
lure or attract birds "to, on, or over areas where hunters are attempting to take them."

W hat is Legal?

You can hunt doves on, over, or from:

• Lands or areas where seeds or grains have been scattered solely as the result of normal 
agricultural operations, which include normal agricultural harvestings, normal agricultural 
post-harvest manipulations, or normal agricultural practices.

e Lands planted by means o f top-sowing or aerial seeding where seeds have been scattered solely 
as the result o f a normal agricultural planting, a planting for agricultural soil erosion control, or 
a planting for post-mining land reclamation.

e Lands or areas where grain or feed has been distributed or scattered solely as the result o f the 
manipulation o f an agricultural crop or other feed on the land where grown.

• Standing crops.
• Standing or manipulated natural vegetation.
• A blind or other place o f concealment camouflaged with natural vegetation.
e A blind or other place o f concealment camouflaged with vegetation from agricultural crops, 

provided your use o f such vegetation does not expose, deposit, distribute or scatter grain or 
other feed. You should be aware that seeds or grains from such vegetation could create a baited 
area.

Dove Hunting on A gricultural Lands

Agricultural lands offer good dove hunting. You can hunt doves in fields where grain has been 
distributed or scattered solely as the result of a normal agricultural operation. A normal agricultural 
operation includes normal agricultural plantings, harvestings, or post-harvest manipulations as well 
as other normal agricultural practices if they are conducted in accordance with official 
recommendations o f State Extension Specialists of the Cooperative State Research, Education, and 
Extension Service of the l^.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).

You can also hunt doves over lands planted by means of top sowing or aerial seeding where seeds 
have been scattered solely as the result o f a normal agricultural planting or a normal soil stabilization 
practice.

Planting and  H arvesting

Planted seeds and grains that have not sprouted are very attractive to doves. Lands planted by means 
o f top-sowing or aerial seeding can be hunted where seeds are present solely as the result o f a normal 
agricultural planting or normal soil stabilization practice. A normal agricultural planting is a planting 
undertaken for the purpose o f producing and gathering a crop. Normal plantings do not involve the 
placement o f grain in piles or other concentrations. Plantings must follow official USDA 
recommendations. Relevant factors include recommended planting dates, proper seed distribution, 
seed bed preparation, application rate, and seed viability.
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A normal soil stabilization practice is a planting for agricultural soil erosion control or post-mining 
land reclamation conducted in accordance with official recommendations of USDA State Extension 
Specialists of the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service,

Seeds remaining on the surface o f  the ground from planting wildlife food plots, planting a "dove 
field," or planting for erosion control on a construction site are examples of activities that constitute 
baiting since they are not plantings undertaken for the purpose of producing and gathering a crop, 
agricultural soil erosion control, or post-mining land reclamation. You cannot hunt any migratory 
game bird, including doves, over such areas.

The harvest o f grain crops such as com, wheat, milo, sorghum, millet, sunflower, and buckwheat also 
attracts doves. You can hunt doves that gather in such fields as long as any grain on the ground is 
present solely as the result o f a normal agricultural harvest. You can also hunt doves over a field that 
has been manipulated after a normal harvest and removal of grain (i.e., post-harvest manipulation).

O ther A gricultural Practices

Agricultural activities other than planting or harvesting also scatter grain or other feed in agricultural 
areas. You can hunt doves in such areas provided the agricultural practice involved is a normal 
agricultural practice (i.e.. one that produces livestock or a crop) and follows official 
recommendations o f USDA State Extension Specialists. Examples include "hogged down" fields 
(where livestock have been allowed to enter fields and feed on standing crops) and feedlots (small 
enclosed areas where farmers feed livestock to increase their weight). You cannot, however, hunt in 
an area where grain, salt, or other feed has been placed to improve dove hunting. Also remember that 
lands planted by means o f top-sowing or aerial seeding can only be hunted where seeds are present 
solely as the result o f a normal agricultural planting or normal soil stabilization practice.

M anipulation of Crops and O ther Vegetation

Agricultural crops, other feed, and natural vegetation may be manipulated to improve dove hunting. 
Manipulation means the alteration o f natural vegetation or agricultural crops by activities such as 
mowing, shredding, discing, rolling, chopping, trampling, flattening, burning, or herbicide 
treatments. Manipulation does not include the distributing or scattering of seeds, grains, or other feed 
after removal from or storage on the field where grown. You should be aware that although you can 
hunt doves over manipulated agricultural crops, you cannot hunt waterfowl over manipulated 
agricultural crops except after the field has been subject to a normal harvest and removal o f grain 
(i.e., post-harvest manipulation).

The H unter’s Responsibility

As a hunter, you are responsible for determining whether or not a field is baited. Before hunting, you 
should: •

• Familiarize yourself with federal and state migratory game bird hunting regulations.
• Ask the landowner, your host or guide, and your hunting partners if the area has been baited.
• Suspect the presence o f bait if  you see doves feeding in a particular area in unusual 

concentrations or displaying a lack of caution.
• Look for grain or other feed in the area. Is it present solely as the result o f an allowed normal 

agricultural operation? Where crops have been manipulated or harvested, look for the presence 
of grain that may not be related to the manipulation or harvest.

• Look closely for seed and grain on prepared fields. Is it present solely as the result o f a normal 
agricultural planting or a planting for agricultural soil erosion control? Know what planting, 
harvesting, and other agricultural practices are recommended for the areas that you hunt.

• Abandon the hunt if you find grain or feed in an area and are uncertain about why it is there.
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• Remember that the rules for hunting doves and waterfowl are not the same. Additional 
restrictions apply to waterfowl hunting.

O ther Responsibilities

If you prepare lands for hunting, participate in such preparations, or direct such preparations, it is 
important for you to know and understand what practices constitute baiting. You should know prio r 
to hunting what activities constitute baiting and when lands or areas would be considered baited. If 
you bait or direct that an area be baited and allow hunting to proceed, you risk being charged with an 
offense that carries significant penalties.

Overview o f O ther Regulations

Other federal and state regulations apply to migratory game bird hunting, including the following:

Unplugged shotguns. You cannot hunt migratory game birds with a shotgun that can hold more 
than three shells, unless you plug it with a one-piece filler that cannot be removed without 
disassembling the gun.

Motorized vehicles. You cannot hunt migratory game birds from or by means, aid, or use of any 
motor vehicle, motor-driven land conveyance, or aircraft (if you are a paraplegic or are missing one 
or both legs, you may hunt from a stationary car or other stationary motor-driven land vehicle or 
conveyance).

Shooting hours . You cannot hunt migratory game birds except during the hours open to shooting.

Closed season . You cannot hunt migratory game birds during the closed season.

Daily hag limit . You can take only one daily bag limit in any one day. This limit determines the 
number o f doves you can have in your possession while in the field or while in route back to your car, 
hunting camp, home, or other destination.

Wanton waste. You must make a reasonable effort to retrieve all doves that you kill or cripple and 
keep these birds in your actual custody while in the field. You must immediately kill any wounded 
birds that you retrieve and count those birds toward your daily bag limit. Your birds must remain in 
your possession while in the field. You cannot give your birds to another person in the field 
regardless o f whether or not they are properly tagged.

Tagging. You cannot put or leave migratory game birds at any place or in the custody o f another 
person unless you tag the Ipirds with your signature, address, number o f birds identified by species, 
and the date you killed them.

Dual violation. A violation of a state migratory game bird regulation is also a violation o f federal 
law. Migratory Bird Harvest Information Program (HIP). Each hunter is required to enroll in the HIP 
and carry proof of such enrollment. Protected birds. Federal law prohibits the killing o f non-game 
migratory birds. Strictly protected birds that you may encounter while dove hunting include 
songbirds, eagles, hawks, owls, vultures, killdeer, nighthawks, herons, egrets, and woodpeckers. If 
you kill a protected bird, you could be fined up to $ 15,000 and imprisoned for as much as six months.

For M ore Inform ation

If  you have questions about dove hunting and the law, or would like to obtain a copy of the federal 
migratory game bird hunting regulations (50 CFR Part 20), contact the nearest U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service law enforcement office, one of the following Service regional law enforcement offices, or the
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement web site at: http://www.le.fws.gov. You should also 
consult the appropriate state conservation agency to determine what state regulations apply.

REGION 1
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement 911 N.E. 11th Avenue Portland, Oregon 97232- 
4181 503/231-6125 (California, Hawaii, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Washington, American Samoa, 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and Guam)

REGION 2
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement P.O. Box 329 Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103 
505/248-7889 (Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas)

REGION 3
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement P.O. Box 45, Federal Building Fort Snelling, 
Minnesota 55111-0045 612/713-5320 (Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota. Missouri, Ohio, 
and Wisconsin)

REGION 4
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement P.O. Box 49226 Atlanta, Georgia 30359 404/679- 
7057 (Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands)

REGION 5
U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement 300 Westgate Center Drive Hadley. Massachusetts 
01035 413/253-8274 (Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, 
Virginia, and West Virginia)

REGION 6
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement P.O. Box 25486 - DFC Denver, Colorado 80225 
303/236-7540 (Colorado, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and 
Wyoming)

REGION 7
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement 1011 E. Tudor Road. Suite 155 Anchorage. Alaska 
99503-6199 907/786-3311 (Alaska)

HEADQUARTERS
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement P.O. Box 3247 Arlington, Virginia 22203-3247 
703/358-1949

l

August 1999

http://www.le.fws.gov
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Waterfowl Baiting Regulations Review

This brochure reviews current federal regulations on baiting and summarizes other federal regulations 
for waterfowl hunting.

These regulations define key terms for hunters and land managers, and clarify conditions under which 
you may legally hunt waterfowl and other migratory game birds. As a waterfowl hunter or land 
manager, it is your responsibility to know and obey all federal and state laws that govern the sport. 
Throughout this document, all references to waterfowl include coots and cranes as well.

IMPORTANT: The federal regulations are more restrictive for waterfowl hunting than for 
dove hunting. For information on dove hunting, carefully review the federal regulations and 
obtain the companion brochure on dove hunting.

Excerpts From Title 50, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 20.11

What terms do I need to understand?

Normal agricultural planting, harvesting, or post-harvest manipulation means a planting or 
harvesting undertaken for the purpose of producing and gathering a crop, or manipulation after such 
harvest and removal of grain, that is conducted in accordance with official recommendations o f State 
Extension Specialists o f the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service o f the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Normal agricultural operation means a normal agricultural planting, harvesting, post-harvest 
manipulation, or agricultural practice, that is conducted in accordance with official recommendations 
of State Extension Specialists of the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service 
of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Normal soil stabilization practice means a planting for agricultural soil erosion control or post- 
mining land reclamation conducted in accordance with official recommendations o f State Extension 
Specialists of the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service o f the U.S. 
Department o f Agriculture for agricultural soil erosion control.

Baited area means any area on which salt, grain, or other feed has been placed, exposed, deposited, 
distributed, or scattered, if  that salt, grain, or other feed could serve as a lure or attraction for 
migratory game birds to, on, or over areas where hunters are attempting to take them. Any such area 
will remain a baited area for ten days following the complete removal of all such salt, grain, or other 
feed.

Baiting means the direct or indirect placing, exposing, depositing, distributing, or scattering o f salt, 
grain, or other feed that could serve as a lure or attraction for migratory game birds to, on, or over any 
areas where hunters are attempting to take them.

Manipulation means the alteration of natural vegetation or agricultural crops by activities that 
include but are not limited to mowing, shredding, discing, rolling, chopping, trampling, flattening, 
burning, or herbicide treatments. The term manipulation does not include the distributing or 
scattering o f grain, seed, or other feed after removal from or storage on the field where grown.

Naturalyegetation means any non-agricultural, native, or naturalized plant species that grows at a 
site in response to planting or from existing seeds or other propagules. The term natural vegetation
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does not include planted millet. However, planted millet that grows on its own in subsequent years 
after the year o f planting is considered natural vegetation.

Excerpts From  Title 50, Code of Federal Regulations, P art 20.2 l(i)

W hat hunting methods are  illegal?

No persons shall take migratory game birds:

(i) By the aid of baiting, or on or over any baited area, where a person knows or reasonably should 
know that the area is or has been baited. However, nothing in this paragraph prohibits:

(1) The taking of any migratory game bird, including waterfowl, coots, and cranes, on or over the 
following lands or areas that are not otherwise baited areas -

(i) Standing crops or flooded standing crops (including aquatics); standing, flooded, or 
manipulated natural vegetation; flooded harvested croplands; or lands or areas where 
seeds or grains have been scattered solely as the result o f a normal agricultural planting, 
harvesting, post-harvest manipulation or normal soil stabilization practice;

(ii) From a blind or other place of concealment camouflaged with natural vegetation;

(iii) From a blind or other place of concealment camouflaged with vegetation from 
agricultural crops, as long as such camouflaging does not result in the exposing, 
depositing, distributing or scattering o f grain or other feed; or

(iv) Standing or flooded standing agricultural crops where grain is inadvertently scattered 
solely as a  result o f a hunter entering or exiting a hunting area, placing decoys, or 
retrieving downed birds.

(2) The taking of any migratory game bird, except waterfowl, coots and cranes, on or over lands or 
areas that are not otherwise baited areas, and where grain or other feed has been distributed or 
scattered solely as the result o f manipulation o f an agricultural crop or other feed on the land where 
grown, or solely as the result o f  a normal agricultural operation.

W hat This Means

You cannot hunt waterfowl or any other migratory game bird by the aid o f baiting or on or over any 
baited area where you know or reasonably should know that the area is or has been baited. Baiting is 
the direct or indirect placing, exposing, depositing, distributing, or scattering o f salt, grain, or other 
feed that could lure or attract migratory game birds to, on, or over any areas where hunters are 
attempting to take them. A baited area is any area on which salt, grain, or other feed has been placed, 
exposed, deposited, distributed, or scattered, i f  that salt, grain, or feed could serve as a lure or 
attraction for migratory game birds.

If  you hunt on or over a baited area or by the aid of baiting, you could be fined up to $15,000 and 
spend up to six months in jail. I f  you place or direct the placement of bait, you face fines up to 
$100,000 as an individual or $200,000 as an organization and could go to prison for up to one year.

The 10-Day Rule

A baited area remains off limits to hunting for 10 days after all salt, grain, or other feed has been 
completely removed. Waterfowl will habitually still be attracted to the same area even after the bait is 
gone. The 10-day rule recognizes that removing bait does not remove the lure created and that



08/31/99 TUE 07:47 FAX 3182913139 US FISH & WILDLIFE SVCS.

Waterfowl Baiting Page 3 o f7

waterfowl will still be attracted to the area.

W hat is Legal?

You can hunt migratory game birds, including waterfowl, on, over, or from:

• Standing crops or flooded standing crops, including aquatic plants.
• Standing, flooded, or manipulated natural vegetation.
• Flooded harvested croplands.
• Lands or areas where grains have been scattered solely as the result o f a normal agricultural 

harvesting or normal agricultural post-harvest manipulation.
• Lands or areas where top-sown seeds have been scattered solely as the result o f a normal 

agricultural planting, or a planting for agricultural soil erosion control or post-mining land 
reclamation.

• From a blind or other place of concealment camouflaged with natural vegetation.
• From a blind or other place of concealment camouflaged with vegetation from agricultural 

crops, provided your use o f such vegetation does not expose, deposit, distribute or scatter grain 
or other feed. You should be aware that seeds or grains from such vegetation could create a 
baited area.

• On or over standing or flooded standing agricultural crops where grain is inadvertently 
scattered solely as the result o f hunters entering or leaving the area, placing decoys, or 
retrieving downed birds. Hunters are cautioned that while conducting these activities, any 
intentional scattering of grains will create a baited area.

W aterfowl H unting on A gricultural Lands

Agricultural lands offer prime waterfowl hunting opportunities. You can hunt waterfowl in fields of 
unharvested standing crops. You can also hunt over standing crops that have been flooded. You can 
flood fields after crops are harvested and use these areas for waterfowl hunting.

The presence of seed or grain in an agricultural area rules out waterfowl hunting unless the seed or 
grain is scattered solely as the result of a normal agricultural planting, normal agricultural harvesting, 
normal agricultural post-harvest manipulation, or normal agricultural soil stabilization practice. A 
normal agricultural planting, normal agricultural harvesting, or normal agricultural post-harvest 
manipulation means a planting or harvesting undertaken to produce and gather a crop, or 
manipulation after such harvest and removal of grain. These activities must be conducted in 
accordance with official recommendations o f the State Extension Specialists of the Cooperative State 
Research, Education, and Extension Service o f the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).

Planting and Harvesting^

A normal agricultural planting is undertaken for the purpose of producing and  gathering a crop. 
Normal agricultural plantings do not involve the placement of seeds in piles or other concentrations. 
Relevant factors include recommended planting dates, proper seed distribution, seed bed preparation, 
application rate, and seed viability. A normal soil stabilization practice means a planting for 
agricultural soil erosion control or post-mining land reclamation conducted in accordance with 
official recommendations o f  USDA State Extension Specialists. Lands planted by means o f top 
sowing or aerial seeding can only be hunted if  seeds are present solely as the result o f a normal 
agricultural planting or normal soil stabilization practice.

Seeds that remain on the surface of the ground as the result of planting wildlife food plots, planting a 
Agoose field,@ or planting for erosion control on a construction site are examples of activities that 
constitute baiting since they are not plantings undertaken for the purpose o f producing and gathering 
a crop, agricultural soil erosion control, or post-mining land reclamation. You cannot hunt any 
migratory game bird, including waterfowl, over such areas.
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A normal agricultural harvest is undertaken for the purpose o f gathering a crop. The arrangement of 
harvested grain in long rows or piles should raise questions about the legality o f the area for 
waterfowl hunting. A normal post-harvest manipulation first requires a normal agricultural harvest 
and removal o f grain before any manipulation o f remaining agricultural vegetation, such as com 
stubble or rice stubble. You should be aware that although you can hunt doves over manipulated 
agricultural crops, you cannot hunt waterfowl over manipulated agricultural crops except after the 
field has been subject to a normal harvest and removal of grain (i.e., post-harvest manipulation).

If, for whatever reason, an agricultural crop or a portion of an agricultural crop has not been harvested 
(i.e., equipment failure, weather, insect infestation, disease, etc.) and the crop or remaining portion of 
the crop has been manipulated, then the area is a baited area and cannot be hunted for waterfowl. For 
example, no hunting could occur on or over a field of sweet com that has been partially harvested and 
the remainder manipulated. In order to be considered normal, an agricultural planting, agricultural 
harvesting, and agricultural post-harvest manipulation must be conducted in accordance with official 
recommendations of USDA State Extension Specialists. However, the Service will continue to make 
final determinations about whether official recommendations were followed.

Hunting Over N atural Vegetation

Natural vegetation is any non-agricultural, native, or naturalized plant species that grows at a site in 
response to planting or from existing seeds or other propagules. Natural vegetation does not include 
planted millet because of its use as both an agricultural crop and a species o f natural vegetation for 
moist soil management. However, planted millet that grows on its own in subsequent years is 
considered natural vegetation.

If you restore and manage wetlands as habitat for waterfowl and other migratory birds, you can 
manipulate the natural vegetation in these areas and make them available for hunting. Activities that 
fall within the definition of "manipulation" include mowing, shredding, discing, rolling, chopping, 
trampling, flattening, burning, and herbicide treatments.

Natural vegetation is not intended to include plants grown as agricultural crops.

Problem Areas

Feeding waterfowl. Many people feed waterfowl for the pleasure of birdwatching. It is illegal to 
hunt migratory game birds in an area where such feeding has occurred that could lure or attract birds 
to, on, or over any area where hunters are attempting to take them. The 10-day rule applies to such 
areas, and any salt, grain, or feed must be gone 10 days before hunting. The use of sand, shell grit, 
and artificial com is not pijohibited.

Distance . How close to bait can you hunt without breaking the law? There is no set distance. Court 
rulings vary depending on the circumstances. The influence of bait will increase or decrease 
depending on such factors as topography, weather, and waterfowl flight patterns. The question of 
distance can only be answered on a case-by-case basis. Remember, however, that the law prohibits 
hunting if bait is present that could lure or attract birds "to, on, or over areas where hunters are 
attempting to take them."

Manipulation o f crops and other agricultural practices. Although you can hunt waterfowl over 
natural vegetation that has been manipulated, you cannot hunt waterfowl over any manipulations of 
agricultural crops. You cannot hunt waterfowl on or over areas where farmers feed grain to livestock, 
store grain, or engage in other normal agricultural practices. You cannot hunt waterfowl on or oyer 
ponds or other waters where fish fanners feed food to their fish, or on or over areas where wildlife is 
being fed.
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The H unter's  Responsibility

As a hunter, you are responsible for determining whether your proposed hunting area is baited. 
Before hunting, you should:

e Familiarize yourself with federal and state migratory game bird hunting regulations.
• Ask the landowner, your host or guide, and your hunting partners if  the area has been baited.
• Suspect the presence o f bait if  you see waterfowl feeding in a particular area in unusual 

concentrations or displaying a lack of caution.
• Look for grain or other feed in the water, along the shore, and on tire field- Pay particular 

attention to the presence o f  spilled grain on harvested fields and seeds planted by means of top 
sowing.

• Confirm that scattered seeds or grains on agricultural lands are present solely as the result of a 
normal agricultural planting, normal agricultural harvesting, normal agricultural post- harvest 
manipulation, or normal soil stabilization practice by consulting with State Extension 
Specialists o f the USDA's Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service.

• Abandon the hunting site if  you find grain or feed in an area and are uncertain about why it is 
there.

O ther Responsibilities

If you prepare lands for hunting, participate in such preparations, or direct such preparations, it is 
important for you to know and understand what practices constitute baiting. You should know prio r 
to hunting what activities constitute baiting and when lands or other areas would be considered 
baited. If  you bait or direct that an area be baited and allow hunting to proceed, you risk being 
charged with an offense that carries significant penalties.

Overview of O ther Regulations

Additional federal and state regulations apply to migratory game bird hunting, including the 
following.

Illegal hunting methods. You cannot hunt migratory waterfowl:

• With a trap, snare, net, rifle, pistol, swivel gun, shotgun larger than 10 gauge, punt gun, battery 
gun, machine gun, fish hook, poison, drug, explosive, or stupefying substance.

• From a sink box or any other low floating device that conceals you beneath the surface of the 
water.

•

# Using live birds as decoys.
e Using recorded or electrically amplified bird calls or sounds, or imitations o f these calls and 

sounds.
* While possessing any shot other than approved nontoxic shot.
■ With a shotgun that can hold more than three shells, unless you plug it with a one-piece filler 

that cannot be removed without disassembling the gun.
• From or by means, aid, or use of any motor vehicle, motor-driven land conveyance, or aircraft 

(if you are a paraplegic or are missing one or both legs, you may hunt from a stationary car or 
other stationary motor-driven land vehicle or conveyance).

Shooting hours. You cannot hunt migratory game birds except during the hours open to shooting.

Closed season . You cannot hunt migratory game birds during the closed season.

From a motorboat or sailboat, unless you shut the motor off or furl the sail and the vessel is no 
longer in motion. ^
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Daily bag limit . You can take only one daily bag limit in any one day. This limit determines the 
number o f  migratory game birds you may legally have in your possession while in the field or while 
in route back to your car, hunting camp, home, or other destination.

Wanton waste. You must make a reasonable effort to retrieve all migratory game birds that you kill 
or cripple and keep these birds in your actual custody while in the field. You must immediately kill 
any wounded birds that you retrieve and count those birds toward your daily bag limit. Birds must 
remain in your possession while in the field. You cannot give your birds to another person in the field 
regardless o f  whether or not they are properly tagged.

Tagging. You cannot put or leave migratory game birds at any place or in the custody o f another 
person unless you tag the birds with your signature, address, number of birds identified by species, 
and the date you killed them.

Rallying. You cannot hunt migratory game birds that have been concentrated, driven, rallied, or 
stirred up with a motorized vehicle or sailboat.

Dressing. You cannot completely field-dress waterfowl before taking them from the field. The 
head or one fully-feathered wing must remain attached to the birds while you transport them to your 
home or to a facility that processes migratory game birds.

Dual violation. A violation of a state migratory game bird regulation is also a violation o f  federal 
regulations.

Duck stamp. I f  you are 16 or older, you must carry on your person an unexpired federal migratory 
bird hunting and conservation stamp. You must validate your duck stamp by signing it in ink across 
the face before hunting.

Migratory Bird Harvest Information Program (HIP) . Each hunter is required to enroll in the HIP 
and carry proof o f  such enrollment. Protected birds. Federal law prohibits the killing o f non-game 
migratory birds. Strictly protected birds that you could encounter while waterfowl hunting include 
songbirds, eagles, hawks, owls, vultures, herons, egrets, and woodpeckers. If  you kill a protected 
bird, you could be fined up to $15,000 and imprisoned for as much as six months for each violation.

For More Information

If you have questions about waterfowl hunting and the law, or would like to obtain a copy of the 
federal migratory game bird hunting regulations (50 CFR Part 20), contact the nearest U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service law enforcement office, one o f the following Service regional law enforcement 
offices, or the U.S. Fish anti Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement web site at: http://www. le.fws.gov . 
You should also consult the appropriate state conservation agency to determine what state regulations 
apply.

REGION 1
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement 911 N.E. 11th Avenue Portland, Oregon 97232- 
4181 503/231-6125 (California, Hawaii, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Washington, American Samoa, 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and Guam)

REGION 2
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement P.O. Box 329 Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103 
505/248-7889 (Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas)

REGION 3

http://www
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement P.O. Box 45, Federal Building Fort Snelling, 
Minnesota 55111-0045 612/713-5320 (Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, 
and Wisconsin)

REGION 4
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement P.O. Box 49226 Atlanta, Georgia 30359 404/679- 
7057 (Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands)

REGION 5
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement 300 Westgate Center Drive Hadley, Massachusetts 
01035 413/253-8274 (Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, 
Virginia, and West Virginia)

REGION 6
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement P.O. Box 25486 - DFC Denver, Colorado 80225 
303/236-7540 (Colorado, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and 
Wyoming)

REGION 7
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement 1011 E. Tudor Road, Suite 155 Anchorage, Alaska 
99503-6199 907/786-3311 (Alaska)

HEADQUARTERS
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement P.O. Box 3247 Arlington, Virginia 22203-3247 
703/358-1949

Banded birds: All waterfowl hunters are urged to report bird bands to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service 24-hour toll-free bird band hotline: 1-800-327-2263.

August 1999
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Dove H unting & Baiting

Mourning doves and other migratory birds are a national resource protected under the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act. The mourning dove is the most hunted migratory game bird in North America, and dove 
hunting is a popular sport in many parts of this country. Federal and state regulations help ensure that 
these birds continue to thrive while providing hunting opportunities.

Regulatory changes adopted by the federal government in 1999 define key terms for hunters and 
landowners with respect to baiting, and clarify conditions under which you can hunt doves and other 
migratory game birds. The goal o f these rules is not to regulate farming, but to ensure that you 
understand those practices that are compatible with dove hunting and those that are not.

As a hunter or land manager, it is your responsibility to know and obey all federal and state laws that 
govern the sport. This brochure reviews current federal rules on baiting and summarizes other federal 
regulations for dove hunting.

IM PORTANT: The federal regulations are m ore restrictive for waterfowl hunting than  for 
dove hunting. F or inform ation on waterfowl hunting, carefully review the federal regulations 
and obtain the com panion brochure on waterfowl hunting.

Excerpts F rom  Title 50, Code of Federal Regulations, P a rt 20.11

W hat term s do I  need to understand?

Normal agricultural planting, harvesting, or post-harvest manipulation means a planting or 
harvesting undertaken for the purpose of producing and gathering a crop, or manipulation after such 
harvest and removal o f grain, that is conducted in accordance with official recommendations o f  State 
Extension Specialists o f the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service o f  the 
U.S. Department o f Agriculture.

Normal agricultural operation means a normal agricultural planting, harvesting, post-harvest 
manipulation, or agricultural practice, that is conducted in accordance with official recommendations 
of State Extension Specialists o f the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service 
o f the U.S. Department o f  Agriculture.

Normal soil stabilization practice means a planting for agricultural soil erosion control or post
mining land reclamation qonducted in accordance with official recommendations o f State Extension 
Specialists o f the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service o f the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture for agricultural soil erosion control.

Baited area means any area on which salt, grain, or other feed has been placed, exposed, deposited, 
distributed, or scattered, i f  that salt, grain, or other feed could serve as a lure or attraction for 
migratory game birds to, on, or over areas where hunters are attempting to take them. Any such area 
will remain a  baited area for ten days following the complete removal of all such salt, grain, or other 
feed.

Baiting means the direct or indirect placing, exposing, depositing, distributing, or scattering o f salt, 
grain, or other feed that could serve as a lure or attraction for migratory game birds to, on, or over any 
areas where hunters are attempting to take them.

Manipulation means the alteration o f natural vegetation or agricultural crops by activities that
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include but are not limited to mowing, shredding, discing, rolling, chopping, trampling, flattening, 
burning, or herbicide treatments. The term manipulation does not include the distributing or 
scattering o f grain, seed, or other feed after removal from or storage on the field where grown.

Natural vegetation means any non-agricultural, native, or naturalized plant species that grows at a 
site in response to planting or from existing seeds or other propagules. The term natural vegetation 
does not include planted millet. However, planted millet that grows on its own in subsequent years 
after the year o f  planting is considered natural vegetation .

Excerpts From Title 50, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 20.21(i)

W hat hunting methods are  illegal?

No persons shall take migratory game birds:

(1) By the aid o f baiting, or on or over any baited area, where a person knows or reasonably should 
know that the area is or has been baited. However, nothing in this paragraph prohibits:

(1) The taking o f any migratory game bird, including waterfowl, coots, and cranes, on or 
over the following lands or areas that are not otherwise baited areas -

(i) Standing crops or flooded standing crops (including aquatics); standing, flooded, or 
manipulated natural vegetation; flooded harvested croplands; or lands or areas where 
seeds or grains have been scattered solely as the result o f a normal agricultural planting, 
harvesting, post-harvest manipulation or normal soil stabilization practice;

(ii) From a blind or other place o f concealment camouflaged with natural vegetation;

(iii) From a blind or other place of concealment camouflaged with vegetation from 
agricultural crops, as long as such camouflaging does not result in the exposing, 
depositing, distributing or scattering of grain or other feed; or

(iv) Standing or flooded standing agricultural crops where grain is inadvertently scattered 
solely as a result o f a hunter entering or exiting a hunting area, placing decoys, or 
retrieving downed birds.

(2) The taking o f  any migratory game bird, except waterfowl, coots and cranes, on or over lands or 
areas that are not otherwise baited areas, and where grain or other feed has been distributed or 
scattered solely as the result o f manipulation o f an agricultural crop or other feed on the land where 
grown, or solely as the resmlt o f  a normal agricultural operation.

What This Means

You cannot hunt doves or any other migratory game bird by the aid o f baiting or on or over any 
baited area where you know or reasonably should know that the area is or has been bailed. Baiting is 
the direct or indirect placing, exposing, depositing, distributing, or scattering o f salt, grain, or other 
feed that could lure or attract migratory game birds to, on, or over any areas where hunters are 
attempting to take them. A baited area is any area on which salt, grain, or other feed has been placed, 
exposed, deposited, distributed, or scattered, if  that salt, grain, or feed could serve as a lure or 
attraction for migratory game birds.

If  you hunt on a baited area or by the aid of baiting, you could be fined up to $15,000 and spend up to 
six months in jail. I f  you place or direct the placement of bait, you face fines up to $100,000 as an 
individual or $200,000 as an organization and could go to prison for up to one year.
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The 10-Day Rule and Distance

The 10-day rule recognizes that removing bait does not remove the lure created, and that doves will 
habitually still be attracted to the same area even after the bait is gone. A baited area remains off 
limits to hunting for 10 days after all salt, grain, or other feed has been completely removed. How 
close to bait can you hunt without breaking the law? There is no set distance. Court rulings vary 
depending on the circumstances. The influence of any bait will increase or decrease depending on 
many factors, including topography, weather, and dove flight patterns, and can only be determined on 
a case-by-case basis. Remember, however, that the law prohibits hunting if  bait is present that could 
lure or attract birds "to, on, or over areas where hunters are attempting to take them."

W hat is Legal?

You can hunt doves on, over, or from:

• Lands or areas where seeds or grains have been scattered solely as the result o f normal 
agricultural operations, which include normal agricultural harvestings, normal agricultural 
post-harvest manipulations, or normal agricultural practices.

e Lands planted by means of top-sowing or aerial seeding where seeds have been scattered solely 
as the result o f a normal agricultural planting, a planting for agricultural soil erosion control, or 
a planting for post-mining land reclamation.

• Lands or areas where grain or feed has been distributed or scattered solely as the result o f the 
manipulation o f an agricultural crop or other feed on the land where grown.

• Standing crops.
• Standing or manipulated natural vegetation.
• A blind or other place o f concealment camouflaged with natural vegetation.
e A blind or other place o f concealment camouflaged with vegetation from agricultural crops, 

provided your use o f  such vegetation does not expose, deposit, distribute or scatter grain or 
other feed. You should be aware that seeds or grains from such vegetation could create a baited 
area.

Dove H unting on A gricultural Lands

Agricultural lands offer good dove hunting. You can hunt doves in fields where grain has been 
distributed or scattered solely as the result o f a normal agricultural operation. A normal agricultural 
operation includes normal agricultural plantings, harvestings, or post-harvest manipulations as well 
as other normal agricultural practices if  they are conducted in accordance with official 
recommendations o f State Extension Specialists o f the Cooperative State Research, Education, and 
Extension Service of the t^.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).

You can also hunt doves over lands planted by means of top sowing or aerial seeding where seeds 
have been scattered solely as the result o f a normal agricultural planting or a normal soil stabilization 
practice.

Planting and  H arvesting

Planted seeds and grains that have not sprouted are very attractive to doves. Lands planted by means 
o f top-sowing or aerial seeding can be hunted where seeds are present solely as the result o f a normal 
agricultural planting or normal soil stabilization practice.A normal agricultural planting is a planting 
undertaken for the purpose o f producing and gathering a crop. Normal plantings do not involve the 
placement o f  grain in piles or other concentrations. Plantings must follow official USDA 
recommendations. Relevant factors include recommended planting dates, proper seed distribution, 
seed bed preparation, application rate, and seed viability.
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A normal soil stabilization practice is a planting for agricultural soil erosion control or post-mining 
land reclamation conducted in accordance with official recommendations of USD A State Extension 
Specialists of the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service.

Seeds remaining on the surface o f the ground from planting wildlife food plots, planting a "dove 
field," or planting for erosion control on a construction site are examples of activities that constitute 
baiting since they are not plantings undertaken for the purpose o f producing and gathering a crop, 
agricultural soil erosion control, or post-mining land reclamation. You cannot hunt any migratory 
game bird, including doves, over such areas.

The harvest o f grain crops such as com, wheat, milo, sorghum, millet, sunflower, and buckwheat also 
attracts doves. You can hunt doves that gather in such fields as long as any grain on the ground is 
present solely as the result o f a normal agricultural harvest. You can also hunt doves over a field that 
has been manipulated after a normal harvest and removal o f grain (i.e., post-harvest manipulation).

O ther A gricultural Practices

Agricultural activities other than planting or harvesting also scatter grain or other feed in agricultural 
areas. You can hunt doves in such areas provided the agricultural practice involved is a normal 
agricultural practice (i.e., one that produces livestock or a crop) and follows official 
recommendations o f USDA State Extension Specialists. Examples include "hogged down" fields 
(where livestock have been allowed to enter fields and feed on standing crops) and feedlots (small 
enclosed areas where farmers feed livestock to increase their weight). You cannot, however, hunt in 
an area where grain, salt, or other feed has been placed to improve dove hunting. Also remember that 
lands planted by means o f top-sowing or aerial seeding can only be hunted where seeds are present 
solely as the result o f a normal agricultural planting or normal soil stabilization practice.

M anipulation of Crops and  O ther Vegetation

Agricultural crops, other feed, and natural vegetation may be manipulated to improve dove hunting. 
Manipulation means the alteration of natural vegetation or agricultural crops by activities such as 
mowing, shredding, discing, rolling, chopping, trampling, flattening, burning, or herbicide 
treatments. Manipulation does not include the distributing or scattering o f seeds, grains, or other feed 
after removal from or storage on the field where grown. You should be aware that although you can 
hunt doves over manipulated agricultural crops, you cannot hunt waterfowl over manipulated 
agricultural crops except after the field has been subject to a normal harvest and removal o f grain 
(i.e., post-harvest manipulation).

The H un ter's  Responsibility

As a hunter, you are responsible for determining whether or not a field is baited. Before hunting, you 
should: •

• Familiarize yourself with federal and state migratory game bird hunting regulations.
• Ask the landowner, your host or guide, and your hunting partners if the area has been baited.
• Suspect the presence o f bait if  you see doves feeding in a particular area in unusual 

concentrations or displaying a lack of caution.
• Look for grain or other feed in the area. Is it present solely as the result o f an allowed normal 

agricultural operation? Where crops have been manipulated or harvested, look for the presence 
o f grain that may not be related to the manipulation or harvest.

• Look closely for seed and grain on prepared fields. Is it present solely as the result of a normal ■ 
agricultural planting or a planting for agricultural soil erosion control? Know what planting, 
harvesting, and other agricultural practices are recommended for the areas that you hunt.

• Abandon the hunt if you find grain or feed in an area and are uncertain about why it is there.
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» Remember that the rules for hunting doves and waterfowl are not the same. Additional 
restrictions apply to waterfowl hunting.

Other Responsibilities

If you prepare lands for hunting, participate in such preparations, or direct such preparations, it is 
important for you to know and understand what practices constitute baiting. You should know p rio r 
to hunting what activities constitute baiting and when lands or areas would be considered baited. If 
you bait or direct that an area be baited and allow hunting to proceed, you risk being charged with an 
offense that carries significant penalties.

Overview of Other Regulations

Other federal and state regulations apply to migratory game bird hunting, including the following:

Unplugged shotguns. You cannot hunt migratory game birds with a shotgun that can hold more 
than three shells, unless you plug it with a one-piece filler that cannot be removed without 
disassembling the gun.

Motorized vehicles. You cannot hunt migratory game birds from or by means, aid, or use o f any 
motor vehicle, motor-driven land conveyance, or aircraft (if you are a paraplegic or are missing one 
or both legs, you may hunt from a stationary car or other stationary motor-driven land vehicle or 
conveyance).

Shooting hours . You cannot hunt migratory game birds except during the hours open to shooting.

Closed season . You cannot hunt migratory game birds during the closed season.

Daily hag limit . You can take only one daily bag limit in any one day. This limit determines the 
number o f doves you can have in your possession while in the field or while in route back to your car, 
hunting camp, home, or other destination.

Wanton waste. You must make a reasonable effort to retrieve all doves that you kill or cripple and 
keep these birds in your actual custody while in the field. You must immediately kill any wounded 
birds that you retrieve and count those birds toward your daily bag limit. Your birds must remain in 
your possession while in the field. You cannot give your birds to another person in the field 
regardless o f  whether or not they are properly tagged.

Tagging. You cannot put or leave migratory game birds at any place or in the custody o f  another 
person unless you tag the Ipirds with your signature, address, number of birds identified by species, 
and the date you killed them.

Dual violation. A violation o f a state migratory game bird regulation is also a violation o f federal 
law. Migratory Bird Harvest Information Program (HIP). Each hunter is required to enroll in the HIP 
and carry proof of such enrollment. Protected birds. Federal law prohibits the killing o f non-game 
migratory birds. Strictly protected birds that you may encounter while dove hunting include 
songbirds, eagles, hawks, owls, vultures, killdeer, nighthawks, herons, egrets, and woodpeckers. If 
you kill a protected bird, you could be fined up to $15,000 and imprisoned for as much as six months.

F or M ore Inform ation

If  you have questions about dove hunting and die law, or would like to obtain a copy o f the federal 
migratory game bird hunting regulations (50 CFR Part 20), contact the nearest U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service law enforcement office, one of the following Service regional law enforcement offices, or the
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement web site at; http://wwwde.fws,gov. You should also 
consult the appropriate state conservation agency to determine what state regulations apply.

REGION 1
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement 911 H E . 11th Avenue Portland, Oregon 97232- 
4181 503/231-6125 (California, Hawaii, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Washington, American Samoa, 
Commonwealth of the Northern. Mariana Islands, and Guam)

REGION 2
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement P.O. Box 329 Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103 
505/248-7889 (Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas)

REGION 3
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement P.O. Box 45, Federal Building Fort Snelling, 
Minnesota 55111-0045 612/713-5320 (Illinois, Indiana, Iowa. Michigan, Minnesota. Missouri, Ohio, 
and Wisconsin)

REGION 4
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement P.O. Box 49226 Atlanta, Georgia 30359 404/679- 
7057 (Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands)

REGION 5
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement 300 Westgate Center Drive Hadley. Massachusetts 
01035 413/253-8274 (Connecticut, Delaware, District o f Columbia, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, 
Virginia, and West Virginia)

REGION 6
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement P.O. Box 25486 - DFC Denver, Colorado 80225 
303/236-7540 (Colorado, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and 
Wyoming)

REGION 7
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement 1011 E. Tudor Road. Suite 155 Anchorage, Alaska 
99503-6199 907/786-3311 (Alaska)

HEADQUARTERS
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement P.O. Box 3247 Arlington, Virginia 22203-3247 
703/358-1949

August 1999
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08/31/99 TUE 07:48 FAX 3182913139 US FISH & WILDLIFE SVCS. @008

Waterfowl Baiting Page 1 o f?

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

W aterfowl Baiting Regulations Review

This brochure reviews current federal regulations on baiting and summarizes other federal regulations 
for waterfowl hunting.

These regulations define key terms for hunters and land managers, and clarify conditions under which 
you may legally hunt waterfowl and other migratory game birds. As a waterfowl hunter or land 
manager, it is your responsibility to know and obey all federal and state laws that govern the sport. 
Throughout this document, all references to waterfowl include coots and cranes as well.

IM PORTANT: The federal regulations are more restrictive for waterfowl hunting than for 
dove hunting. F o r inform ation on dove hunting, carefully review the federal regulations and 
obtain the companion brochure on dove hunting.

Excerpts From  Title 50, Code of Federal Regulations, P art 20.11

W hat term s do I  need to understand?

Normal agricultural planting, harvesting, or post-harvest manipulation means a planting or 
harvesting undertaken for the purpose of producing and gathering a crop, or manipulation after such 
harvest and removal o f grain, that is conducted in accordance with official recommendations o f State 
Extension Specialists o f the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service o f the 
U.S. Department o f Agriculture.

Normal agricultural operation means a normal agricultural planting, harvesting, post-harvest 
manipulation, or agricultural practice, that is conducted in accordance with official recommendations 
of State Extension Specialists o f the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service 
of the U.S. Department o f Agriculture.

Normal soil stabilization practice means a planting for agricultural soil erosion control or post
mining land reclamation conducted in accordance with official recommendations o f State Extension 
Specialists o f the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service o f the U.S. 
Department o f Agriculture for agricultural soil erosion control.

Baited area means any area on which salt, grain, or other feed has been placed, exposed, deposited, 
distributed, or scattered, i f  that salt, grain, or other feed could serve as a lure or attraction for 
migratory game birds to, on, or over areas where hunters are attempting to take them. Any such area 
will remain a baited area for ten days following the complete removal o f all such salt, grain, or other 
feed.

Baiting means the direct or indirect placing, exposing, depositing, distributing, or scattering o f  salt, 
grain, or other feed that could serve as a lure or attraction for migratory game birds to, on, or over any 
areas where hunters are attempting to take them.

Manipulation means the alteration of natural vegetation or agricultural crops by activities that 
include but are not limited to mowing, shredding, discing, rolling, chopping, trampling, flattening, 
burning, or herbicide treatments. The term manipulation does not include the distributing or 
scattering o f grain, seed, or other feed after removal from or storage on the field where grown.

Natural vegetation means any non-agricultural, native, or naturalized plant species that grows at a 
site in response to planting or from existing seeds or other propagules. The term natural vegetation
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does not include planted millet. However, planted millet that grows on its own in subsequent years 
after the year o f planting is considered natural vegetation.

Excerpts From  Title 50, Code of Federal Regulations, P art 20.2l(i)

W hat hunting methods are  illegal?

No persons shall take migratory game birds:

(i) By the aid o f baiting, or on or over any baited area, where a person knows or reasonably should 
know that the area is or has been baited. However, nothing in this paragraph prohibits:

(1) The taking of any migratory game bird, including waterfowl, coots, and cranes, on or over the 
following lands or areas that are not otherwise baited areas —

(i) Standing crops or flooded standing crops (including aquatics); standing, flooded, or 
manipulated natural vegetation; flooded harvested croplands; or lands or areas where 
seeds or grains have been scattered solely as the result o f a normal agricultural planting, 
harvesting, post-harvest manipulation or normal soil stabilization practice;

(ii) From a blind or other place of concealment camouflaged with natural vegetation;

(hi) From a blind or other place of concealment camouflaged with vegetation from 
agricultural crops, as long as such camouflaging does not result in the exposing, 
depositing, distributing or scattering of grain or other feed; or

(iv) Standing or flooded standing agricultural crops where grain is inadvertently scattered 
solely as a result o f a hunter entering or exiting a hunting area, placing decoys, or 
retrieving downed birds.

(2) The taking of any migratory game bird, except waterfowl, coots and cranes, on or over lands or 
areas that are not otherwise baited areas, and where grain or other feed has been distributed or 
scattered solely as the result o f manipulation o f  an agricultural crop or other feed on the land where . 
grown, or solely as the result o f a normal agricultural operation.

W hat This Means

You cannot hunt waterfowl or any other migratory game bird by the aid o f  baiting or on or over any 
baited area where you know or reasonably should know that the area is or has been baited. Baiting is 
the direct or indirect placihg, exposing, depositing, distributing, or scattering o f salt, grain, or other 
feed that could lure or attract migratory game birds to, on, or over any areas where hunters are 
attempting to take them. A baited area is any area on which salt, grain, or other feed has been placed, 
exposed, deposited, distributed, or scattered, i f  that salt, grain, or feed could serve as a lure or 
attraction for migratory game birds.

I f  you hunt on or over a baited area or by the aid o f baiting, you could be fined up to $15,000 and 
spend up to six months in jail. I f  you place or direct the placement o f bait, you face fines up to 
$100,000 as an individual or $200,000 as an organization and could go to prison for up to one year.

The 10-Day Rule

A baited area remains off limits to hunting for 10 days after all salt, grain, or other feed has been 
completely removed. Waterfowl will habitually still be attracted to the same area even after the bait is 
gone. The 10-day rule recognizes that removing bait does not remove the lure created and that
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waterfowl will still be attracted to the area.

W hat is Legal?

You can hunt migratory game birds, including waterfowl, on, over, or from:

• Standing crops or flooded standing crops, including aquatic plants.
• Standing, flooded, or manipulated natural vegetation.
• Flooded harvested croplands.
• Lands or areas where grains have been scattered solely as the result o f a normal agricultural 

harvesting or normal agricultural post-harvest manipulation.
• Lands or areas where top-sown seeds have been scattered solely as the result o f a normal 

agricultural planting, or a planting for agricultural soil erosion control or post-mining land 
reclamation.

• From a blind or other place o f concealment camouflaged with natural vegetation.
• From a blind or other place of concealment camouflaged with vegetation from agricultural 

crops, provided your use o f  such vegetation does not expose, deposit, distribute or scatter grain 
or other feed. You should be aware that seeds or grains from such vegetation could create a 
baited area.

• On or over standing or flooded standing agricultural crops where grain is inadvertently 
scattered solely as the result o f hunters entering or leaving the area, placing decoys, or 
retrieving downed birds. Hunters are cautioned that while conducting these activities, any 
intentional scattering o f grains will create a baited area.

W aterfowl H unting on A gricultural Lands

Agricultural lands offer prime waterfowl hunting opportunities. You can hunt waterfowl in fields of 
unharvested standing crops. You can also hunt over standing crops that have been flooded. You can 
flood fields after crops are harvested and use these areas for waterfowl hunting.

The presence o f seed or grain in an agricultural area rules out waterfowl hunting unless the seed or 
grain is scattered solely as the result o f a normal agricultural planting, normal agricultural harvesting, 
normal agricultural post-harvest manipulation, or normal agricultural soil stabilization practice. A 
normal agricultural planting, normal agricultural harvesting, or normal agricultural post-harvest 
manipulation means a planting or harvesting undertaken to produce and gather a crop, or 
manipulation after such harvest and removal o f grain. These activities must be conducted in 
accordance with official recommendations o f the State Extension Specialists o f the Cooperative State 
Research, Education, and Extension Service o f the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).

Planting and H arvesting
1

A normal agricultural planting is undertaken for the purpose o f producing and  gathering a crop. 
Normal agricultural plantings do not involve the placement of seeds in piles or other concentrations. 
Relevant factors include recommended planting dates, proper seed distribution, seed bed preparation, 
application rate, and seed viability. A  normal soil stabilization practice means a  planting for 
agricultural soil erosion control or post-mining land reclamation conducted in accordance with 
official recommendations o f  USDA State Extension Specialists. Lands planted by means o f top 
sowing or aerial seeding can only be hunted if  seeds are present solely as the result o f  a normal 
agricultural planting or normal soil stabilization practice.

Seeds that remain on the surface o f the ground as the result o f planting wildlife food plots, planting a 
Agoose field,@ or planting for erosion control on a construction site are examples of activities that 
constitute baiting since they are not plantings undertaken for the purpose o f producing and gathering 
a crop, agricultural soil erosion control, or post-mining land reclamation. You cannot hunt any 
migratory game bird, including waterfowl, over such areas.
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A normal agricultural harvest is undertaken for the purpose of gathering a crop. The arrangement of 
harvested grain in long rows or piles should raise questions about the legality o f the area for 
waterfowl hunting. A normal post-harvest manipulation first requires a normal agricultural harvest 
and removal o f grain before any manipulation o f remaining agricultural vegetation, such as com 
stubble or rice stubble. You should be aware that although you can hunt doves over manipulated 
agricultural crops, you cannot hunt waterfowl over manipulated agricultural crops except after the 
field has been subject to a normal harvest and removal o f grain (i.e., post-harvest manipulation).

If, for whatever reason, an agricultural crop or a portion of an agricultural crop has not been harvested 
(i.e., equipment failure, weather, insect infestation, disease, etc.) and the crop or remaining portion of 
the crop has been manipulated, then the area is a baited area and cannot be hunted for waterfowl. For 
example, no hunting could occur on or over a field o f sweet com that has been partially harvested and 
the remainder manipulated. In order to be considered normal, an agricultural planting, agricultural 
harvesting, and agricultural post-harvest manipulation must be conducted in accordance with official 
recommendations o f USDA State Extension Specialists. However, the Service will continue to make 
final determinations about whether official recommendations were followed.

Hunting O ver N atural Vegetation

Natural vegetation is any non-agricultural, native, or naturalized plant species that grows at a site in 
response to planting or from existing seeds or other propagules. Natural vegetation does not include 
planted millet because o f its use as both an agricultural crop and a species o f natural vegetation for 
moist soil management. However, planted millet that grows on its own in subsequent years is 
considered natural vegetation.

I f  you restore and manage wetlands as habitat for waterfowl and other migratory birds, you can 
manipulate the natural vegetation in these areas and make them available for hunting. Activities that 
fall within the definition o f "manipulation'1 include mowing, shredding, discing, rolling, chopping, 
trampling, flattening, burning, and herbicide treatments.

Natural vegetation is not intended to include plants grown as agricultural crops.

Problem A reas

Feeding waterfowl. Many people feed waterfowl for the pleasure of birdwatching. It is illegal to 
hunt migratory game birds in an area where such feeding has occurred that could lure or attract birds 
to, on, or over any area where hunters are attempting to take them. The 10-day rule applies to such 
areas, and any salt, grain, or feed must be gone 10 days before hunting. The use o f sand, shell grit, 
and artificial com is not piphibited.

Distance . How close to bait can you hunt without breaking the law? There is no set distance. Court 
rulings vary depending on the circumstances. The influence of bait will increase or decrease 
depending on such factors as topography, weather, and waterfowl flight patterns. The question of 
distance can only be answered on a case-by-case basis. Remember, however, that the law prohibits 
hunting if bait is present that could lure or attract birds "to, on, or over areas where hunters are 
attempting to take them."

Manipulation o f crops and other agricultural practices. Although you can hunt waterfowl over 
natural vegetation that has been manipulated, you cannot hunt waterfowl over any manipulations of 
agricultural crops. You cannot hunt waterfowl on or over areas where farmers feed grain to livestock, 
store grain, or engage in other normal agricultural practices. You cannot hunt waterfowl on or oyer 
ponds or other waters where fish farmers feed food to their fish, or on or over areas where wildlife is 
being fed.
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The Hunter's Responsibility

As a hunter, you are responsible for determining whether your proposed hunting area is baited. 
Before hunting, you should:

e Familiarize yourself with federal and state migratory game bird hunting regulations.
• Ask the landowner, your host or guide, and your hunting partners i f  the area has been baited.
• Suspect the presence o f  bait i f  you see waterfowl feeding in a particular area in unusual 

concentrations or displaying a lack o f caution.
•  Look for grain or other feed in the water, along the shore, and on the field. Pay particular 

attention to the presence o f  spilled grain on harvested fields and seeds planted by means of top 
sowing.

• Confirm that scattered seeds or grains on agricultural lands are present solely as the result o f a 
normal agricultural planting, normal agricultural harvesting, normal agricultural post- harvest 
manipulation, or normal soil stabilization practice by consulting with State Extension 
Specialists o f the USDA's Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service.

• Abandon the hunting site if  you find grain or feed in an area and are uncertain about why it is 
there.

O ther Responsibilities

If  you prepare lands for hunting, participate in such preparations, or direct such preparations, it is 
important for you to know and understand what practices constitute baiting. You should know p rio r 
to hunting what activities constitute baiting and when lands or other areas would be considered 
baited. If  you bait or direct that an area be baited and allow hunting to proceed, you risk being 
charged with an offense that carries significant penalties.

Overview of Other Regulations

Additional federal and state regulations apply to migratory game bird hunting, including the 
following.

Illegal hunting methods. You cannot hunt migratory waterfowl:

• With a trap, snare, net, rifle, pistol, swivel gun, shotgun larger than 10 gauge, punt gun, battery 
gun, machine gun, fish hook, poison, drug, explosive, or stupefying substance.

• From a sink box or any other low floating device that conceals you beneath the surface of the 
water.

•

• Using live birds as decoys.
• Using recorded or electrically amplified bird calls or sounds, or imitations o f these calls and 

sounds.
• While possessing any shot other than approved nontoxic shot.
■ With a shotgun that can hold more than three shells, unless you plug it with a one-piece filler 

that cannot be removed without disassembling the gun.
• From or by means, aid, or use o f any motor vehicle, motor-driven land conveyance, or aircraft 

(if you are a paraplegic or are missing one or both legs, you may hunt from a stationary car or 
other stationary motor-driven land vehicle or conveyance).

Shooting hours. You cannot hunt migratory game birds except during the hours open to shooting.

Closed season . You cannot hunt migratory game birds during the closed season.

From a motorboat or sailboat, unless you shut the motor off or furl the sail and the vessel is no 
longer in motion. *
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Daily bag limit . You can take only one daily bag limit in any one day. This limit determines the 
number o f migratory game birds you may legally have in your possession while in the field or while 
in route back to your car, hunting camp, home, or other destination.

Wanton waste. You must make a reasonable effort to retrieve all migratory game birds that you kill 
or cripple and keep these birds in your actual custody while in the field. You must immediately kill 
any wounded birds that you retrieve and count those birds toward your daily bag limit. Birds must 
remain in your possession while in the field. You cannot give your birds to another person in the field 
regardless o f  whether or not they are properly tagged.

Tagging. You cannot put or leave migratory game birds at any place or in the custody o f  another 
person unless you tag the birds with your signature, address, number o f birds identified by species, 
and the date you killed them.

Rallying. You cannot hunt migratory game birds that have been concentrated, driven, rallied, or 
stirred up with a motorized vehicle or sailboat.

Dressing. You cannot completely field-dress waterfowl before taking them from the field. The 
head or one fully-feathered wing must remain attached to the birds while you transport them to your 
home or to a  facility that processes migratory game birds.

Dual violation. A violation o f a state migratory game bird regulation is also a violation o f  federal 
regulations.

Duck stamp. I f  you are 16 or older, you must carry on your person an unexpired federal migratory 
bird hunting and conservation stamp. You must validate your duck stamp by signing it in ink across 
the face before hunting.

Migratory Bird Harvest Information Program (HIP) . Each hunter is required to enroll in the HIP 
and carry proof o f such enrollm ent Protected birds. Federal law prohibits the killing o f non-game 
migratory birds. Strictly protected birds that you could encounter while waterfowl hunting include 
songbirds, eagles, hawks, owls, vultures, herons, egrets, and woodpeckers. If  you kill a protected 
bird, you could be fined up to $15,000 and imprisoned for as much as six months for each violation.

For More Information

If  you have questions about waterfowl hunting and the law, or would like to obtain a copy o f the 
federal migratory game bird hunting regulations (50 CFR Part 20), contact the nearest U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service law enforcement office, one o f the following Service regional law enforcement 
offices, or the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement web site at: h(tp://wwwJe.fws,gdv . 
You should also consult the appropriate state conservation agency to determine what state regulations 
apply.

REGION 1
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement 911 N.E. 11th Avenue Portland, Oregon 97232- 
4181 503/231-6125 (California, Hawaii, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Washington, American Samoa, 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and Guam)

REGION 2
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement P.O. Box 329 Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103 
505/248-7889 (Arizona, N ew  Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas)

REGION-3
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U.S. Fish and WildIife_Service/Law Enforcement P.O. Box 45, Federal Building Fort Snelling, 
Minnesota 55111-0045 612/713-5320 (Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, 
and Wisconsin)

REGION 4
U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement P.O. Box 49226 Atlanta, Georgia 30359 404/679- 
7057 (Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands)

REGION 5
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement 300 Westgate Center Drive Hadley, Massachusetts 
01035 413/253-8274 (Connecticut, Delaware, District o f Columbia, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, 
Virginia, and West Virginia)

REGION 6
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement P.O. Box 25486 - DFC Denver, Colorado 80225 
303/236-7540 (Colorado, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and 
Wyoming)

REGION 7
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement 1011 E. Tudor Road, Suite 155 Anchorage, Alaska 
99503-6199 907/786-3311 (Alaska)

HEADQUARTERS
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Law Enforcement P.O. Box 3247 Arlington, Virginia 22203-3247 
703/358-1949

Banded birds: All waterfowl hunters are urged to report bird bands to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service 24-hour toll-free bird band hotline: 1-800-327-2263.

August 1999
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Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

NEWS RELEASE
James H. Jenkins Jr. 

Secretary

99-192

CONTACT
5 04 /765 -2923

8/30/99

WILDLIFE & FISHERIES COMMISSION TO MEET SEPT. 2
The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission will hold its next regular meeting on 

Thursday, Sept. 2, 1999, at 10 a m. The meeting is open to the public and will take place in the 

Louisiana Room at Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries headquarters, located at 2000 Quail Dr. 

in Baton Rouge.

The agenda follows:

1. Roll call

2. Approval of minutes o f Aug. 5, 1999
3. Presentation of Life Saving Awards to Trooper Roy McDonald & Senior Agent Bill Tyree

4. Rule ratification - Deer Management Assistance Program
5. Declaration of emergency - 1999-2000 season dates for waterfowl and other migratory birds

6. Public comments - 2000 turkey season
7. Rule ratification - Isles Demieres Barrier Islands Refuge

8. Declaration of emergency - fur harvest season

9. Notice o f intent - freshwater harvest o f mullet

10. Notice of intent - black bass regulations regarding removal of slot limit in Lake Bartholomew
11. Declaration of emergency - commercial king mackerel season

12. Declaration of emergency - establish daily sack limit on Louisiana oyster public seed grounds
13. National Hunting and Fishing Day proclamation

14. Report on civil restitution

15. Enforcement and aviation reports (August)

16. Set January 2000 meeting date

17. Public comments

18. Adjournment -30-
EDITORS: For more information, contact Marianne Burke at 225/765-2469 
(burke_mm@^lf state, la. us).



August 27, 1999

NEWS RELEASE /  A flii/
APPROVED: ____________

AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING //

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by 
the Commission for 10:00 A.M. on Thursday. September 2. 1999r at
the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, 
LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of August 5, 1999

3. Presentation of Life Saving Awards to Trooper Roy 
McDonald & Sr. Agent Bill Tyree

4. Rule Ratification - Deer Management Assistance Program

5. Declaration of Emergency - 1999-2000 Waterfowl Season 
Dates and Other Migratory Birds

6. Public Comments - 2000 Turkey Season

7. Rule Ratification - Isles Dernieres Barrier Islands 
Refuge

8. Declaration of Emergency - Fur Harvest Season

9. Notice of Intent - Freshwater Harvest of Mullet

10. Notice of Intent - Black Bass Regulations - Removal of 
Slot Limit in Lake Bartholomew

11. Declaration of Emergency - Commercial King Mackerel 
Season

12. Declaration of Emergency - Establish Daily Sack Limit on 
Louisiana Oyster Public Seed Grounds East of Mississippi River

13. National Hunting & Fishing Day Proclamation

14. Report on Civil Restitution

15. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/August

16. Set January 2000 Meeting Date

17. Public Comments

18 . Adjournment
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The

NEWS RELEASE / [ K i n

APPROVED:

AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING 

next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by
the Commission for 10:00 A.M. on Thursday. September 2. 1999f at 
the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge,
LA.

1. Roll Call

2 . Approval of Minutes of August 5, 1999

3 . Presentation of Life Saving Awards to Trooper Roy
McDonald & Sr. Agent Bill Tyree

4 . Rule Ratification - Deer Management Assistance Program

5. Declaration of Emergency - 1999-2000 Waterfowl Season
Dates and Other Migratory Birds

6 . Public Comments - 2000 Turkey Season

7 .
Refuge

Rule Ratification - Isles Dernieres Barrier Islands

8 . Declaration of Emergency - Fur Harvest Season

9. Notice of Intent - Freshwater Harvest of Mullet

10 . Notice of Intent - Black Bass Regulations - Removal of
Slot Limit in Lake Bartholomew

11.
Season

Declaration of Emergency - Commercial King Mackerel

12. National Hunting & Fishing Day Proclamation

13 . Report on Civil Restitution

. 14 . Enforcement & Aviation Reports/August

15 . Set January 2000 Meeting Date

16 . Public Comments

17 . Adjournment
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Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

NEWS RELEASE
James H Jenkins Jr
99 i9£ecretary

CONTACT

504/7§ ™

WILDLIFE & FISHERIES COMMISSION TO MEET SEPT 2

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission will hold its next regular meeting on 

Thursday Sept 2 1999 at 10 a m  The meeting is open to the public and will take place in the 

Louisiana Room at Department of Wildlife and Fisheries headquarters located at 2000 Quail Dr 

in Baton Rouge 

The agenda follows

1 Roll call

2 Approval o f minutes o f Aug 5 1999

3 Rule ratification Deer Management Assistance Program

4 Declaration o f emergency 1999 2000 season dates for waterfowl and other migratory birds

5 Public comments 2000 turkey season

6 Rule ratification Isles Demieres Earner Islands Refuge

7 Declaration of emergency fur harvest season

8 Notice of intent freshwater harvest of mullet

9 Notice o f intent black bass regulations (removal of slot limit in Lake Bartholomew)

10 Declaration o f emergency commercial king mackerel season

11 National Hunting and Fishing Day proclamation

12 Report on civil restitution

13 Enforcement and aviation reports (August)

14 Set January 2000 meeting date

15 Public comments

16 Adjournment 30

EDITORS For more information contact Marianne Burke at 225/765 2469 
(burke_mm@vlf state, la. us)



James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(225) 765-2800 August: 25, 1999

M J .  “M ik e ” F o s te r ,  J r .

G overnor

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

Chairman and Members of Comm

James H . Jenkins, Jr., Secre

SUBJECT: September Commission Meeting Agenda

The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 10:00 A.M. 
on Thursday. September 2. 1999 r in the Louisiana Room at the
Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of August 5, 1999 

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

3. Rule Ratification - Deer Management Assistance Program

4. Declaration of Emergency - 1999-2000 Waterfowl Season
Dates and Other Migratory Birds

5. Public Comments - 2000 Turkey Season

6. Rule Ratification - Isles Dernieres Barrier Islands 
Refuge

7. Declaration of Emergency - Fur Harvest Season 

OFFICE OF FISHERIES

8. Notice of Intent - Freshwater Harvest of Mullet

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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August 25, 1999

9. Notice of Intent - Black Bass Regulations - Removal of 
Slot Limit in Lake Bartholomew

10. Declaration of Emergency - Commercial King Mackerel 
Season

INFORMATION & EDITCATTON

11. National Hunting & Fishing Day Proclamation 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT & FINANCE

12. Report on Civil Restitution 

HINTON VTDRTNE

13. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/August 

DIVISION REPORTS (none)

14. Set January 2000 Meeting Date

15. Public Comments 

JHJ:sch

cc: Jim Patton
Phil Bowman 
John Roussel 
Craig Lamendola 
Don Puckett 
Dennis Kropog 
Catherine Blades 
Division Chiefs
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NEWS RELEASE
APPROVED:

{ / ' //7AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by 
the Commission for 10;00 A.M. on Thursday. September 2. 1999. at 
the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, 
LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of August 5, 1999

3. Rule Ratification - Deer Management Assistance Program

4. Declaration of Emergency - 1999-2000 Waterfowl Season 
Dates and Other Migratory Birds

5. Public Comments - 2000 Turkey Season

6. Rule Ratification - Isles Dernieres Barrier Islands 
Refuge

7. Declaration of Emergency - Fur Harvest Season

8. Notice of Intent - Freshwater Harvest of Mullet

9. Notice of Intent - Black Bass Regulations - Removal of 
Slot Limit in Lake Bartholomew

10. Declaration of Emergency - Commercial King Mackerel 
Season

11. National Hunting & Fishing Day Proclamation

12. Report on Civil Restitution

13. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/August

14. Set January 2000 Meeting Date

15. Public Comments

16 . Adj ournment
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To Bill Busbice

Fax # 318 837 1423

Subject

Date August 24 1999

Pages 5 including this cover sheet

COMMENTS

Please review the attached agenda for the September meeting Also included is a copy o f a cover 
letter to the Congressional Delegates on the Point of Sale Resolution adopted by the Commission 
Thanks

From the desk of

Susan Hawk ns

La Dept Of Wildlife & Fisheries 
P O Box 98000 

Baton Rouge LA 70898 9000

225 765 2806 
Fax 225-765-0948

1



M E M O R A N D U M

TO:

FROM: 

SUBJECT:

Chairman and Members of Commission 

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 

September Commission Meeting Agenda

The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 10:00 A.M. 
on Thursday. September 2 r 1 9 9 9 , in the Louisiana Room at the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. - Approval of Minutes of August 5, 1999 

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

3. Rule Ratification - Deer Management Assistance Program

4. Declaration of Emergency - 1999-2000 Waterfowl Season
Dates and Other Migratory Birds

5. Public Comments - 2000 Turkey Season

6. Rule Ratification - Isles Dernieres Barrier Islands 
Refuge

7. Declaration of Emergency - Fur Harvest Season 

OFFICE OF FISHERIES

8. Notice of Intent - Freshwater Harvest of Mullet
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9. Notice of Intent - Black Bass Regulations - Removal of 
Slot Limit in Lake Bartholomew

10. Declaration of Emergency - Commercial King Mackerel 
Season

11. Declaration of Emergency - Establish Daily Sack Limit on 
Louisiana Public Oyster Seed Grounds East of Mississippi River

INFORMATION & EDUCATION

12. National Hunting & Fishing Day Proclamation 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT & FINANCE

13. Report on Civil Restitution 

WTNTON VTDRINE

14. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/August 

DIVISION REPORTS (none)

15. Set January 2000 Meeting Date

16. Public Comments 

JHJ:sch

cc: Jim Patton
Phil Bowman 
John Roussel 
Craig Lamendola 
Don Puckett 
Dennis Kropog 
Catherine Blades 
Division Chiefs



Hawkins, Susan
F r o m : Foote, Karen
Sent: Friday, August 20, 1999 1:40 PM
T o : Hawkins, Susan
Cc: Roussel, John E; Shepard, Joey
Subject: Commission agenda

Please delete the agenda item on "Fresh Products License Reporting Forms". Thank you.



James H . Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary

A/̂ AsUi

O f a i A s  ^

Departm ent o f  Wildlife & Fisheries M .J. “M ike” Foster, Jr.
Post Office Box 98000  Governor

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(225) 765-2800 

A u g u s t  2 ,  1 9 9 9

MEMORANDUM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife,
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries and Confidential 
Assistant

FROM:

SUBJECT

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Wednesday, August 18th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, September 2nd Commission Meeting to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on 
September 2nd. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please 
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot 
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

James H . Jenk^h^ 

Commission Mee1

.// S^ratary

Agenda - September 2, 1999

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch
cc: Commissioners

Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
iTdmmy Prickett 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Lyle Soniat 
Brandt Savoie 
Catherine Blades

? u b k  - T u r k e y

/Zxftfy

£y£- A j  SseA-*'

An Equal Opportunity Employer



James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries M J . “M ike” Foster, Jr.
Post Office Box 98000  Governor

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(225) 765-2800 August 2 , 1999

MKMOPAMDTTM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife,
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries and Confidential 
Assistant

FROM: 

SUBJECT:

James H. Jenkp.-
LJ<Commission M^e

retary

- September 2, 1999

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Wednesday, August 18th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, September 2nd Commission Meeting to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on 
September 2nd. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please 
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot 
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have publishea the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch
cc: Commissioners

Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Tommy Prickett 
‘•Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Lyle Soniat 
Brandt Savoie 
Catherine Blades

Inland Fisheries Division has two agenda items: 
Notice of Intent - 'Commercial harvest of d ̂  

-TTurFfret- in
Notice of Intent - Black bass - removal of slot 
limit in Lake Barthalemew.

Bennie

An Equal Opportunity Employer



James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

Au (225) 765-2800 gusft 2, 1 9 9 9

M  J .  “M ike” Foster, Jr. 
Governor

MPMOPANDITM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife,
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries and Confidential 
Assistant

FROM: 

SUBJECT:

James H. JenkLfyE

Commission Mee

Secretary

- September 2, 1999

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Wednesday, August 18th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, September 2nd Commission Meeting to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on 
September 2nd. If you do not have anything for the agenda. please 
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot 
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch
cc: Commissioners

Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Tommy Prickett 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Lyle Soniat 
i/6randt Savoie 
Catherine Blades

y" fvr

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Hawkins, Susan 
From: Foote, Karen
Sent: Wednesday, August 18,1999 12:14 PM
To: Roussel, John E
Cc: Hawkins, Susan; Greeson, Cathy
Subject: September Commission agenda items

If you approve, please forward approval to Susan.

Declaration of Emergency- Commercial King Mackerel Seasons-Karen Foote (FYI- If the feds 
have already closed by then, well have commission close it, otherwise we'll give Secretary 
authority to close it- it's too early to say which way it will go now.)

Notice of Intent- Fresh Product License Reporting Forms- Joe Shepard

Commissioner Babin committed to accepting further input on the proposal for a 75 sack limit from 
he Public Grounds east of the Mississippi River. Should this be listed as a potential item?

We are still working on whether or not to do a shark rule update at this meeting.



Jam es H . Jenk ins, Jr. 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
765-2800Au t 2, 1999

M .J. “M ike” Foster, J

Governor

MRMOP AUDTTM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife, 
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries and Confidential 
Assistant

FROM:

SUBJECT: Commission N - September 2, 1999

James H. Jer Secretary

Pi yni i-n nn thn hottnrn of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by^ p^npst^av- August IStR^ n y  agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, September 2nd Commission Meeting to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on 
September 2nd. If you do not have anything for the agenda r plpa.qp 
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot 
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch 
cc: CoiCommissioners 

Don Puckett t i  v - | T
Winton Vidrine 
Tommy Prickett
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote
Wynnette Kees 
iXlyle Soniat
Brandt Savoie 
Catherine Blades

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Jam es H . Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife & Fisheries M J . “M ike” Foster, Jr.
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 G overnor

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(225) 765-2800 

A u g u s t  2 ,  1 9 9 9

MEMORANDUM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife,
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries and Confidential 
Assistant

FROM: 

SUBJECT:

James H . Jenki-fii

Commission M

ratary

- September 2, 1 9 9 9

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Wednesday^JVuQust-~l~8'th~'any—agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursd^yT September 2nd Commission Meeting to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at xhe WTXdlife and Fisheries Building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on 
September 2nd. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please 
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot 
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the
list of items 
cooperation!

to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your

JHJ/sch
cc: Commissioners

Don Puckett 
vWinton Vidrine 
Tommy Prickett 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Lyle Soniat 
Brandt Savoie 
Catherine Blades

An Equal Opportunity Employer



P.Ol
A u g - 0 3 - 9 9  0 8 : I S A

Jynes H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife 5c Fisheries M.J, "Mike” Foster, Jr,
Secretary P o s t  O ffice  B ox  980 0 0  Governor

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(225)7^5-2800  Au^uirt 2, 1999

MEMORANDUM

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife,
Assistant Secrotary-Offive of Fisheries and confidential 
Assistant

FROM:

SUBJECT:

J a m e s  H , J e n k i - f f ^

Commission Ag^aa - September 2, 1999
Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 

Hawkins by wedneaday. August iflrh any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, September 2nd Commission Meeting to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin ac lO-.oO a.m. vn 
September 2nd. If you not have anyrfring for bhr» agenda 
rprum rrp>mo gnd indicate so on the bottom of this memo, we cannot 
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda, Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch
C C : Commissioners

T)on Puckett 
Wanton Vidrine 
Tommy Prickett 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karon Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Lyle Soniat 
Brandt Savoie 
Catherine Blades
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James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(225) 765-2800 August 2, 19 9 9

M .J . " M ik e "  F o s te r ,  J r .  

G overnor

TO: Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-Office of Wildlife,
Assistant Secretary-Office of Fisheries and Confidential 
Assistant

FROM: 

SUBJECT:

James H. Jenki

Commission Mee

ratary

- September 2, 1999

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Wednesday, August 18th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, September 2nd Commission Meeting to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on 
September 2nd. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please 
return mpmo and indicate so on the bottom of "this memo. We cannot 
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch
cc: Commissioners

Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Tommy Prickett 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Lyle Soniat 
Brandt Savoie 
Catherine Blades

An Equal Opportunity Employer



COMPARATIVE TAKE OF FUR ANIMALS 
IN LOUISIANA 

1998-99

SPECIES NUMBER OF PEI TS APPROX. PRICE VALUE
TO TRAPPER

NUTRIA(Eastern) 95,893 $ 2.60 $249,321.80
NUTRIA(Western) 18.753 $ 3.20 S 60.009.60

114,646 $ 2.69 $309,331.40

MUSKRAT(Eastern) 518
MUSKRAT(Western) 89

607 $ 0.93 $ 564.51

RACCOON(Upland) 11,109 $ 2.50 $ 27,772.50
RACCOON(Coastal) 4.332 $ 2.37 $ 10.266.84

15,441 $ 2.46 $ 38,039.34

MINK 1,743 $ 5.08 $ 8,854.44
OPOSSUM 395 $ 0.50 $ 197.50
RIVER OTTER 2,483 $27.20 $ 67,537.60
RED FOX 14 $ 4.00 $ 56.00
GRAY FOX 207 $ 4.00 $ 828.00
BOBCAT 283 $ 8.00 $ 2,264.00
BEAVER 4,914 $ 5.00 $ 24,570.00
COYOTE 26 $ 3.50 $ 91.00

TOTAL PELTS 140,759 TOTAL VALUE $452,333.79

August 30,1999

LA Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
2415 Damall Road 
New Iberia, LA 70560



COM PARATIVE TAKE O F FU R ANIMALS 
IN LOUISIANA 

1997-98

SPECIES NUMBER OF PET T S APPROX. PR IC E VALUE
TO  TRAPPER

NUTRIA(Eastern) 309,154 $4.90 $1,514,854.60
NUTRIA(W  estern) 50,078 6.90 345.538.20

( 359,233) $5.17 $1,860,392.80

M USKRAT (Eastern) 5,275 $1.70 $ 8,967.50
M USKRAT(W estern) 8.100 12.150.00

13375 $1.58 $ 21,117.50

RACCOON(Upland) 46,427 $5.70 $ 264,633.90
RACCOON(Coastal) 19.840 4.38 86.899.20

66,267 $5.30 $ 351,533.10

M INK 9394 $7.60 $ 70,634.40
OPOSSUM 1,777 .80 1,421.60
RIV ER O TTER 7,200 28.45 204,840.00
RED FOX 92 7.31 672.52
GRAY FOX 318 6.00 1,908.00
BOBCAT 610 9.18 5399.80
BEAVER 10,229 8.56 87,560.24
COYOTE 60 5.00 300.00

TO TA L PELTS 468,454 TO TA L VALUE $2,605,979.90

August 19,1998

LA Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
Fur and Refuge Division 
2415 Damall Road 
New Iberia, LA 70560 
Phone:318-373-0032



COMPARATIVE TAKE OF FUR ANIMALS IN LOUISIANA

10 YEAR AVERAGE (1988-89 - 1997-98)

Approx. Price
Soecies No. Of Pelts Paid to Trapper Value

Nutria (Eastern) 188,225 $2.99 $564,300.81
Nutria (Western) 40.038 $4.35 $174,293.54

228,263 $3.23 $738,594.35

Muskrat (Eastern) 11,790 $ .34 $ 4,075.00
Muskrat (Western) 5.146 $ 1.7.9 $ 6.663.13

16,936 $ .63 $ 10,738.13

Raccoon (Upland) 36,446 $5.92 $215,845.39
Raccoon (Coastal) 15.587 $ 2.20 $ 34.431.07

52,033 $4.80 $250,276.46

Mink 10,940 $10.17 $111,294.23

Opossum 1,489 $ .80 $ 1,199.72

River Otter 3,614 $26.87 $ 97,141.48

Red Fox 53 $8.69 $ 460.65

Gray Fox 464 $7.53 $ 3,497.95

Bobcat 546 $12.59 $ 6,877.08

Beaver 4,069 $7.46 $ 30,370.42

Coyote 78 $6.07 $ 474.20

Total Pelts & Vallue 318,485 $1,250,924.67
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